
SENATE 16
To accompany the petition of Bernard Ginsburg for legislation to

provide for the licensing of the establishment and operation of chain
stores, so called. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Licensing of Chain Stores, So
Called.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 General Laws, chapter one hundred and forty-
-2 nine, is amended by adding at the end thereof the
3 following new sections:
4 Section 181. It shall be unlawful for any person,
5 firm, corporation, association or copartnership, either
6 foreign or domestic, to operate, maintain, open or
7 establish any store in this state without first having
8 obtained a license so to do from the department of
9 labor and industries, as hereinafter provided.

10 Section 182. Any person, firm, corporation, as-
-11 sociation, or copartnership desiring to operate,
12 maintain, open or establish a store in this state shall
13 apply to the department of labor and industries for
14 a license so to do. The application for a license shall
15 be made on a form which shall be prescribed and
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16 furnished by the department of labor and industries,
17 and shall set forth the name of the owner, manager,
18 trustee, lessee, receiver or other person desiring such
19 license; the name of such store; the location, in-

-20 eluding the street number, of such store; and such
21 other facts as the department of labor and indus-
-22 tries may require. If the applicant desires to operate,
23 maintain, open or establish more than one such
24 store, he shall make a separate application for a
25 license to operate, maintain, open or establish each
26 such store, but the respective stores for which the
27 applicant desires to secure licenses may all be listed
28 on one application blank. Each such application
29 shall be accompanied by a filing fee of fifty cents, and
30 by the license fee as prescribed in section eighty-five
31 of this act.
32 Section 183. As soon as practicable after the re-
-33 ceipt of any such application, the department of
34 labor and industries shall carefully examine such
35 application to ascertain whether it is in proper form
36 and contains the necessary and requisite information.
37 If, upon examination, the department of labor and
38 industries shall find that any such application is not
39 in proper form and does not contain the necessary
40 and requisite information, it shall return such ap-
-41 plication for correction. If an application is found
42 to be satisfactory and if the filing and license fees,
43 as herein prescribed, shall have been paid, the de-
-44 partment of labor and industries shall issue to the
45 applicant a license for each store for which an ap-
-46 plication for a license shall have been made. Each
47 licensee shall display the license so issued in a con-
-48 spicuous place in the store for which such license is
49 issued.
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50 Section 184- All licenses shall be so issued as to
51 expire on the thirty-first day of December of each
52 calendar year. On or before the first day of January
53 of each year, every person, firm, corporation, as-

54 sociation or copartnership having a license, shall
55 apply to the department of labor and industries for
56 a renewal license for the calendar year next ensuing.
57 All applications for renewal licenses shall be made on

58 forms which shall be prescribed and furnished by the
59 department of labor and industries. No license shall
60 lapse prior to the thirty-first day of January of the
61 year next following the year for which such license
62 was issued, and if, by such thirty-first day of January,
63 an application for a renewal license has not been
64 made, the department of labor and industries shall
65 notify such delinquent license holder thereof, by
66 registered mail, and if application is not made for
67 and a renewal license issued on or before the last
68 day of February, next ensuing, the former license
69 shall lapse and become null and void. Each such
70 application for a renewal license shall be accompanied
71 by a filing fee of fifty cents, and by the license fee
72 as prescribed in section eighty-five of this act.
73 Section 186. Every person, firm, corporation, as-
74 sociation or copartnership opening, establishing,
75 operating or maintaining one or more stores or mer-
-76 cantile establishments, within this state, under the
77 same general management, supervision or ownership,
78 shall pay the license fees hereinafter prescribed for
79 the privilege of opening, establishing, operating or
80 maintaining such stores or mercantile establishments.
81 The license fee herein prescribed shall be paid an-
-82 nually, and shall be in addition to the filing fee pre-



SENATE [Jan.No. 16.4

*

scribed in sections eighty-two and eighty-four of
this act.

83
84

The license fees herein prescribed shall be as
follows:

85
86

(1) Upon one store, the annual license fee shall be
three dollars for each such store;
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(2) Upon two stores or more, but not to exceed
five stores, the annual license fee shall be ten dollars
for each such additional store;
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(3) Upon each store in excess of five, but not to
exceed ten, the annual license fee shall be fifteen
dollars for each such additional store;
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(4) Upon each store in excess of ten, but not to
exceed twenty, the annual license fee shall be twenty
dollars for each such additional store:
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(5) Upon each store in excess of twenty, the
annual license fee shall be twenty-five dollars for
each such additional store.
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Section 186. Each and every license issued prior
to the first day of July of any year shall be charged
for at the full rate, and each and every license issued
on or after the first day of July of any year shall be
charged for at one half of the full rate, as prescribed
in section eighty-five of this act.
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107 Section 187. The provisions of this act shall be

construed to apply to every person, firm, corpora-
tion, copartnership or association, either domestic
or foreign, which is controlled or held with others
by majority stock ownership or ultimately controlled
or directed by one management or association of
ultimate management.
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Section 188. The term “store” as used in this
act shall be construed to mean and include any store
or stores or any mercantile establishment or estab-
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lishments which are owned, operated, maintained or
controlled by the same person, firm, corporation,
copartnership or association, either domestic or
foreign, in which goods, wares or merchandise of any
kind, are sold, either at retail or wholesale.
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Section 189. Any person, firm, corporation, co-
partnership or association who shall violate any of
the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be
fined in any sum not less than twenty-five dollars
nor more than one hundred dollars, and each and
every day that such violation shall continue shall
constitute a separate and distinct offense.
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Section 190. Any and all expenses incurred by the
department of labor and industries in the adminis-
tration of this act shall be paid out of the funds
accruing from the fees imposed by and collected
under the provisions of this act. All money col-
lected under the provisions of this act, shall be paid
into the state treasury, monthly, by the department
of labor and industries, and shall be added to and
shall constitute a part of the general fund.
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Section 191. The department of labor and in-
dustries is hereby authorized to employ such clerical
assistants as may be necessary to carry out and
administer the provisions of this act, and to prepare
and print such blanks, forms, reports, receipts and
any and all other things which may be necessary to
provide for the administration of this act, and to
pay any and all such expenses so incurred out of the
fund collected under the provisions of this act. The
sum of two thousand dollars, or so much thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of
any money in the general fund of the state treasury
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not otherwise appropriated, to be available upon the
taking effect of this section, and to be used by the
department of labor and industries in defraying any
expenses which may be incurred in the administration
and in preparing to administer this act before suf-
ficient funds shall have been collected from license
fees, as hereinbefore provided. As soon as a suf-
ficient amount of license fees shall have been col-
lected under the provisions of this act, the two
thousand dollars hereby appropriated, or so much
thereof as shall have been used, shall be returned
to the general fund. Whereas an emergency exists
for the immediate taking effect of this section, the
same shall be in full force and effect from and after
its passage.
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Section 192. If any section, provision or clause
of this act should be declared invalid, such invalidity
shall not be construed to affect the portions of the
act not so held invalid.
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