
SENATE 120
To accompany the petition of Conde Brodbine that Congress be

memorialized to prohibit acceptance by the Interstate Commerce
Commission of certain proposals until they are so modified as to place
New England and her ports on a truly competitive railroad basis.
ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

Resolve memorializing Congress of the United States
to prohibit Acceptance by the Interstate Commerce
Commission of Certain Proposals until they are so
Modified as to place New England and her Ports
on a Truly Competitive Railroad Basis.
1 Whereas, The Congress of the United States
2 enacted a bill now known as the transportation
3 act of nineteen hundred and twenty; which act
4 directs the interstate commerce commission to
5 aid and effect a consolidation of railroads which
6 will provide adequate and competitive transpor-
-7 tation at minimum expense within the bound-
-8 aries of the United States of America; and
9 Whereas, Said interstate commerce commis-

10 sion did receive on October third, nineteen hun-
-11 dred and thirty-one, a joint proposal for the con-
-12 solidation of trunk line railroads in the territory
13 east and north of Kansas City, Missouri, from
14 the heads of the four systems to be created under
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said proposal, namely, the Baltimore & Ohio,
the Chesapeake & Ohio, the Pennsylvania and
the New York Central; and
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Whereas, Pleas of the advocates of this joint
proposal were heard by the interstate commerce
commission on January sixth to ninth inclusive,
in Washington, D. C. ; and
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Wlcereas, It appeared from examination and
analysis of said pleas that the proposed consoli-
dation excludes New England; and
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Whereas, It was disclosed that the four rail-
roads whose home ports are Norfolk, Baltimore,
Philadelphia and New York, have arbitrarily
allocated 1 to, and divided among themselves the
remaining railroad facilities and rights in this
territory exclusive of New England, to the
benefit of their home ports and to the detriment
of the ports and territory of New England; and
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Whereas, Each of their home ports will be
competitively served by three or more of the
four proposed systems; and
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Whereas, Three of these systems have been
denied entrance to New England; and
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Whereas, The major New England ports of
Portland, Boston, Providence and New London,
because of shorter sea distance, are geographi-
cally more advantageously located for handling
overseas commerce; and
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Whereas, The constitution of the United States
provides that “no preference shall be given by
any regulation of commerce or revenue to the
ports of one state over those of another;” and
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Whereas, The acceptance of said proposals by
the interstate commerce commission, an agency
created by congress to regulate commerce,
would be in violation of the constitution of the
United States inasmuch as it will be a regulation
of commerce which gives great and unjust pref-
erence to the principal ports of Virginia, Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and New York and denies
and forever precludes equal rights, services and
use of facilities to the principal ports of Maine,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island
and Connecticut; and
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58
Whereas, New England and its ports are

entitled to direct railroad services equal to and
competitive with those proposed for the other
major ports, Norfolk, Baltimore, Philadelphia
and New York. Beit
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Resolved, That the senate and house of repre-
sentatives in general court assembled me-
morialize the congress of the United States to
prohibit acceptance by the interstate commerce
commission of said proposals until they are so
modified as to place New England and her ports
on a truly competitive railroad basis;
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Resolved, Further, that the best interests of
Massachusetts, the other New England states
and their ports require and demand a New
England owned and/or controlled railroad hav-
ing ready and truly competitive access to and
from the important agrarian and industrial
centers of the United States ;
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78 Resolved, Further, that the commonwealth of
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79 Massachusetts, shall not undertake to finance,
but shall do everything in its power to bring
into being such a privately owned and New Eng-
land controlled railroad and to this end shall
invite and request the co-operation and support
of the other five New England states.
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