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To accompany the petition of Charles H. Brown, president, Massa-
chusetts Hotel Association, for legislation to penalize the issuance of
checks, drafts or orders on banks or other depositories in which there
are insufficient funds to pay the same. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act punishing the Making, Drawing, Uttering or
Delivery of a Check, Draft or Order on a Bank or
Other Depository in which Bank or Other De-
pository there are not Sufficient Funds to pay Said
Check, Draft or Order.

1 Section thirty-seven of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty-six of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “or” in the
4 seventh line thereof and by inserting after the
5 word “property” in the said seventh line the
6 words; or value, and by inserting after the
7 word “obtained” in the said seventh line the
8 words: - or indebtedness paid for, —by striking
9 out the words “as against the maker or drawer

10 thereof” in the said seventh and eighth lines
11 thereof, by inserting after the word “drawer”
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 in the twelfth line thereof the words: or party
13 negotiating the same, before the word “shall”
14 in the said twelfth line, —by striking out the
15 words “within ten days” in the thirteenth line
16 thereof and substituting therefor the words:
17 on demand, so as to read as follows: Section
18 37. Whoever, with intent to defraud, makes,
19 draws, utters or delivers any check, draft or order
20 for the payment of money upon any bank or other
21 depository, with knowledge that the maker or
22 drawer has not sufficient funds or credit at such
23 bank or other depository for the payment of such
24 instrument, although no express representation
25 is made in reference thereto, shall be guilty of
26 attempted larceny, and if money, property or

27 value is obtained or indebtedness paid for thereby
28 shall be guilty of larceny. The making, drawing,
29 uttering or delivery of such a check, draft or
30 order, payment of which is refused by the drawee,
31 shall be prima facie evidence of intent to defraud
32 and of knowledge of insufficient funds in, or credit
33 with, such bank or other depository, unless the
34 maker or drawer or party negotiating the same
35 shall have paid the holder thereof the amount due
36 thereon, together with all costs and protest fees,
37 on demand after receiving notice that such check,
38 draft or order has not been paid by the drawee.
39 The word “credit”, as used herein shall be con-
-40 strued to mean an arrangement or understanding
41 with the bank or depository for the payment of
42 such check, draft or order.
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