
Executive Department.

Herewith is transmitted a certified copy of a
Resolution of Congress, entitled “JOINT RESO-
LUTION Proposing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States fixing the commencement
of the terms of President and Vice President and
Members of Congress and fixing the time of the
assembling of Congress”, received today, together
with a letter, from the Honorable Secretary of
State of the United States, for your action thereon
in accordance with law.

This Resolution proposes an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States providing that
the term of office ,of Senators and members of the
House of Representatives shall begin on the third
day of January, and the term of office of the Presi-
dent shall begin on the 20th day of January after
the general election in November. It also provides
that the Congress shall assemble at least once in
each year, such meeting to begin on the third day
of January unless a different day is appointed by
law. The amendment also provides for contin-
gencies, not at present cared for under the Consti-
tution, in the event of a failure of the Electoral
College to elect a President in the usual manner.

The effect of this amendment will be to do away
entirely with the so-called short session of C ongress.
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The Congress elected by the mandate of the people
in November would go into office within two months,
and begin immediately upon the performance of its
official duties. It clears up a situation not foreseen
by the framers of the Constitution which has existed
for years contrary to their intention and to the
democratic principles of the government which
they created. It removes uncertainties which have
troubled thoughtful students of our Constitution.

JOSEPH B. ELY.
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[Seal]

Washington
March 8, 1932.

The Honorable
The Governor of Massachusetts,

Boston
Sir:

I have the honor to enclose a certified copy of a
Resolution of Congress, entitled “Joint Resolu-
tion Proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States fixing the commencement of
the terms of President and Vice President and Mem-
bers of Congress and fixing the time of the assembling
of Congress.” with the request that you cause the
same to be submitted to the Legislature of your
State for such action as may be had, and that a
certified copy of such action be communicated to
the Secretary of State, as required by Section 205,
Revised Statutes of the United States. (See over-
leaf.)

An acknowledgment of the receipt of this com
munication is requested.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant

HENRY L. STIMSON.

DEPARTMENT OF STATI

Enclosure
Rcsolutio:

above.
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Whenever official notice is received at the De-
partment of State that any amendment proposed
to the Constitution of the United States has been
adopted, according to the pro visions of the Constitu-
tion, the Secretary of State shall forthwith cause
the amendment to be published in the newspapers
authorized to promulgate the laws, with his cer-
tificate, specifying the States by which the same
may have been adopted, and that the same has
become valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part
of the Constitution of the United States.

Section 205.
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[Seal]

Department of State
To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

I Certify That the copy hereto attached is a true
copy of a Resolution of Congress, entitled “Joint
Resolution Proposing an amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States fixing the commence-
ment of the terms of President and Vice President
and Members of Congress and fixing the time of
the assembling of Congress.” the original of which
is on file in this Department.

In testimony whereof, I, Henry L. Stimson,
Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the Seal of
the Department of State to be affixed and my name
subscribed by the Chief Clerk of the said Depart-
ment, at the City of Washington in the District of
Columbia, this eighth day of March, 1932.

HENRY L. STIMSON,
Secretary of State.

Chief Clerk.
C. E. MacEachran,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[Seal]
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S. J. Res. 14.

Seventy-second Congress of the United States
of America;

At the First Session, Begun and held at the City of
Washington on Monday, the seventh day of
December, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-one.

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States fixing the
commencement of the terms of President and
Vice President and Members of Congress and
fixing the tune of the assembling of Congress.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled
( two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That
the following amendment to the Constitution be,
and hereby is, proposed to the States, to become
valid as a part of said Constitution when ratified
by the legislatures of the several States as provided
in the Constitution:

“Article

“Section 1. The terms of the President and
Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day
of January, and the terms of Senators and Repre-
sentatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the
years in which such terms would have ended if this
article had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.
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“Sec. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least
once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at
noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by
law appoint a different day.

“Sec. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning
of the term of the President, the President elect
shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become
President. If a President shall not have been chosen
before the time fixed for the beginning of his term,
or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify,
then the Vice President elect shall act as President
until a President shall have qualified; and the
Congress may by law provide for the case wherein
neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect
shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act
as President, or the manner in which one who is to
act shall be selected, and such person shall act
accordingly until a President or Vice President shall
have qualified.

“Sec. 4. The Congress may by law provide for
the case of the death of any of the persons from whom
the House of Representatives may choose a Presi-
dent whenever the right of choice shall have de-
volved upon them, and for the case of the death of
any of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice
shall have devolved upon them.

“Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on
the loth day of October following the ratification
of this article.

“Sec. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
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Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of
the several States within seven years from the date
of its submission.”

JNO. N. GARNER,
Speaker of the House of Representative

CHARLES CURTIS,
Vice President of the United States and

President of the Senate.

I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in
the Senate.

EDWIN P. THAYER,
Secretary.


