
March 22, 1932.

The Committee on Constitutional Law, to which was
referred the Message from the Governor (Senate, No. 298)
transmitting, in accordance with the request of the De-
partment of State, a certified copy of a Resolution of
Congress, entitled “Joint Resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States fixing the
commencement of the terms of President and Vice Presi-
dent and Members of Congress and fixing the time of the
assembling of Congress”, accompanied by a letter of
the Honorable Secretary of State of the United States,
requesting the submission of the same to the Legislature,

Reports that in its opinion said proposed amendment
is meritorious, but respectfully calls to the attention of the
general court the provisions of section eighteen of chapter
fifty-three of the General Laws, which was originally
enacted as chapter five hundred and sixty of the acts of
nineteen hundred and twenty, under the following pre-
amble : “Whereas, It is hereby declared to be the policy
of the commonwealth that the general court when called
upon to act upon a proposed amendment to the federal
constitution, should defer action until the opinion of the
voters of the commonwealth has been taken, as herein
provided, relative to the wisdom and expediency of ratify-
ing the same” accordingly the committee recommends
that the vote on ratification of the proposed amendment
be not taken at the present session of the general court,
but that it be referred to the next annual session in order
that the opinion of the people as to the wisdom of ratifying
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said amendment may be obtained by submission of the
question to the voters at the biennial state election in the
current year, under the provisions of said section eighteen,
as the question of ratifying the proposed child labor
amendment, so called, was submitted to the voters under
the provisions of chapter five hundred and nine of the
acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four.

For the committee,

JOSEPH R. COTTON.

Senator Finnegan and Representatives Chevalier
of Holyoke, Levins of Boston and Concannon of Boston,
dissent.
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