
SENATE 87

To accompany the petition of John W. Mackey for legislation rela-
tive to action by a city on the question of acquiring or establishing a
municipal lighting plant. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act relative to Action by a City on the Question of
Acquiring or Establishing a Municipal Lighting Plant.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-five of chapter one
2 hundred and sixty-four of the General Laws, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by inserting at the beginning thereof the words:
5 Except as provided in section thirty-five A, - so as
6to read as follows: Section 35. Except as pro-
-7 vided in section thirty-five A, a city shall not acquire
8 such a plant until authorized by a two thirds vote
9 of its city council, or of a majority of the commis-

-10 sioners if the city government consists of a commission,
11 passed in each of two consecutive municipal years
12 and thereafter ratified by a majority of the voters at
13 an annual or special city election. If such a vote is
14 not ratified, no similar vote shall be submitted for
15 ratification within one year thereafter.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and sixty-
-2 four is hereby amended by inserting after said section
3 thirty-five the following new section: -
4 Section 35A. If a city council fails to authorize
5 such a plant as provided in section thirty-five, by un-
-6 favorable action in either of two such consecutive
7 years, the question of such authorization shall never-
-8 theless, on petition of not less than twenty per cent
9 of the registered voters filed with the city clerk, be

10 submitted to the voters at the next regular city elec-
-11 tion or at a special election, as such petition may
12 specify, and if a majority of the votes cast thereon
13 are in favor of such authorization, the question shall
14 again be submitted to the voters at the regular city
15 election in the next municipal year, and if a majority
16 of the votes cast thereon again favor such authori-
-17 zation, said city shall be held to have authorized the
18 acquisition of such a plant.


