
No. 100SENATE

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO
CERTAIN WAYS, BRIDGES, BEACHES AND
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 4, 193.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled.

On July 19, 1935, the following resolve, chapter 50, was
approved by the Governor:

ft, That the metropolitan district commission and the de-
partment of public works, acting as a joint board, are hereby author-
ized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current house
document numbered two thousar and twenty-one, relative to the
widening, reconstructing and extending, and the better lighting, of
Woburn parkway, in Woburn, of current house document numbered
twenty-one hundred and six, relative to the widening and reconstruc-
ti,tmn of a certain highway in Medford and Stoneham, of current house
document numbered twenty-one hundred and eight, relative to the
layii
rent
and

id construction of a boi levard in said Medford, of cur-
ments numbered seve nteen hundred and eighty-eight

dative to the construction of ahundred and nine, r
bridge over the Charles river in Watertown, of current senate docu-ments numbered twenty-three, one hundred and thirty-nine, two
hundred and seventy-five and two hundred and seventy-nine and
current house documents numbered six hundred and thirteen eleven
hundred and forty-three, seventeen hundred and eighteen, ninetehundred and twenty, nineteen hundred and forty-seven and twent
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one hundred and twenty-seven, relative to the construction of certain
beaches and the construction and maintenance of bath houses thereat
and to providing certain other recreational facilities on the shores of
the Neponset river in Boston and Milton, of the Charles river in
Waltham, Cambridge and Watertown, of the Mystic river in Somer-
ville and Arlington, of Dark Hollow pond in Stoneham and of Hough-
ton’s pond in Milton, and of current house document numbered
twenty-one hundred and sixty-eight, relative to the acquisition, for
reservation purposes, of all the real estate, not already owned by the
commonwealth, abutting on the easterly side of a portion of Endicott
avenue in Revere, and the advisability, feasibility and probable cost
of the several projects therein referred to. Said board may expend
for the purposes of this resolve such sum, not exceeding five thousand
dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor, and shall report
to the general court the results of its investigations and its recom-
mendations, including estimates of cost, together with drafts of legis-
lation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the senate on or before the first Wednesday
of December in the current year.

As directed, the various matters referred to in the above
chapter have been investigated by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission and the Department of Public Works
acting as a Joint Board. The Department of Public
Health has rendered valuable assistance investigating the
sanitary conditions at the locations of the proposed bath
houses, and has collected and analyzed the waters at the
proposed locations of the beaches and recreational areas.
The various matters will be reported upon in the following
order:

1. Widening, reconstructing, better lighting and extending the
Woburn Parkway in Woburn.

2. Widening and reconstruction of a certain highway in Medford and
Stoneham.

3. Laying out and construction of a boulevard in the city of Med-
ford.

4. Construction of a bridge over the Charles River in the town of
Watertown.

5. Acquisition, for reservation purposes, of all the real estate not
already owned by the Commonwealth abutting on the easterly
side of a portion of Endicott Avenue in Revere.

6. Construction of a beach and bath house at Hoosicwhisick Pond
(Houghton’s Pond) in the town of Milton.
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7. Advisability of improving, for beach and park purposes, certain
state land on the northerly side of Shore Drive adjoining the
Mystic River in the city of Somerville.

8. Advisability of constructing a beach and bath house on the shore
of Dark Hollow Pond in the town of Stoneham.

9. Constructing a bathing beach and bath house in the Mystic River
Basin in the town of Arlington.

10. Improvement of certain land in Milton and in the Hyde Park
District of Boston for park and playground purposes, and of
the Neponset River for bathing purposes.

11. Construction and maintenance of a public bath house and inci-
dental improvements on the Charles River in the town of
AVatertown.

12. Construction and maintenance of recreational facilities on the
Charles River in the town of Watertown.

13. Construction and maintenance of a beach and bath house on the
Charles River in the city of AYaltham.

14. Construction of a building for bath house and recreational pur-
poses at the beach at Gerry’s Landing on the Charles River in
the city of Cambridge.

1. Widening, Reconstructing, Better Lighting and
Extending the Woburn Parkway in Woburn.
Woburn Parkway was constructed and opened to the

public in 1914, and extends from Pleasant Street, near
the center of the city of Woburn, to Pond Street in the
town of Winchester. While this parkway is not well
known as a metropolitan parkway, due to its remote
location and also because it is not connected with any
other parkway or reservation under the control of the
Metropolitan District Commission, yet its winding route
along the westerly shore of Horn Pond makes it a very
attractive drive. As the parkway is only 18 feet it is used
almost exclusively for pleasure driving. A wide city
street built along the easterly side of the pond, which is
much easier of access, reduces the traffic that would
ordinarily use this parkway. To widen the present park-
way from 18 to 40 feet would necessitate the removal of a
large number of beautiful trees and would destroy part
of the scenic beauty. The estimated cost of doing this

REPORT.
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work, including the cost of installing a lighting system, is
•$50,000. No additional land takings would be necessary.

An extension of the Woburn Parkway beyond Pleasant
Street in a northerly direction has been investigated, and
suggestions received from city officials carefully con-
sidered. By extending the parkway through Ellis and
Grove streets, the road would pass on a plateau at the
foot of Crag Rock, a very picturesque spot, and cross
Winn Street at the junction of Bedford, Kelly and Wright
streets. Passing along Wright Street, the route extends
through open land the entire distance, crossing Wyman
and Lowell streets to Elm Street. The purpose of the
petitioners for extending this parkway is to provide a new
route from the north that would help to relieve the con-
gestion in Woburn Square. This proposed parkway would
relieve the congestion in Woburn Square, but would not
relieve the square of commercial vehicles, however, as the
parkway would be restricted to pleasure cars. As no
appropriation was allowed to determine the probable
cost of land damages, the amounts given for land takings
are at assessed valuation.

The cost of extension from Pleasant Street to Lowell
Street (1 3/10 miles long):

$117,000Construction
Land taking 32,000

From Lowell Street to Elm Street (7/10 mile long):

$55,000Construction
Land taking 11,200

As the Department of Public Works is contemplating
a new layout of Route 128 somewhere between Lowell and
Elm streets, it would appear advisable that any proposed
extension end at Lowell Street, until such time as Route
128 were constructed and a connection made thereto at
that time.

The resolve does not specifically mention the extension
of the Woburn Parkway into the town of Winchester, but
as it refers to "extending said parkway beyond its present
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termini” an investigation was made into the need or
advisability of extending the parkway at the Winchester
end. The selectmen, planning board, and a large number
of citizens from the west side of the town of Winchester
were given a hearing, at which time opposition was al-
most unanimous to the construction or extension of a
parkway through this section of the town. In 1915 this
same matter was reported on by the Metropolitan Park
Commission, who recommended the extension of the
Woburn Parkway to Winter Pond, thence by Woodside
Road and Wildwood Street to Central Street, and through
private land to the Mystic Valley Parkway, at a cost of
$50,000. The Legislature did not approve this recom-
mendation.

At the present time the need of this extension is no
greater than it was in 1915, and the location recommended
at that time has since been developed with attractive
residences, which eliminates consideration of this route
on account of excessive land damages.

The cost of the extension southerly to Cambridge
Street (4/10 mile long):

$35,000Construction
Land taking 3,000

After careful consideration of this matter, the Joint
Board believes that as Route 128 has not yet been con-
structed, there appears to be no justification for extend-
ing the parkway in Woburn beyond its present location,
and as the present Woburn Parkway is restricted to pleas-
ure vehicles, the expenditure necessary to widen the road-
way does not appear to be warranted on account of its
limited use.

2. Widening and Reconstruction of a Certain High-
way in Medford and Stoneham.

The highway referred to in the resolve extends through
the Middlesex Fells Reservation from East Border Road
in Medford to the junction of Fellsway West and Main
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Street in Stoneham, about two and one half miles in
length, and is known in its various sections as Highland
Avenue, Woodland Road, Pond Street and South Street.

This road is a popular, picturesque traffic drive passing
Quarter Mile Pond and skirting the shores of Spot Pond
which is one of the reservoirs furnishing water to a por-
tion of the Metropolitan Water District, and was one of
the original carriage roads passing through the Middlesex
Fells when acquired by the Commonwealth. The sur-
face of the road has been repaired at various times but
the alignment has not been changed. While the road is
open to heavy traffic, there is a desire to keep it more of a
pleasure drive in order to maintain its scenic beauty than
to develop it into a high-speed traffic route. The road
needs resurfacing and widening for its entire length,
dangerous curves should be eased and widened in several
places, and the grade changed to eliminate obscure vision
of approaching cars at a few locations. The intersection
of East Border Road to Elm Street, 1,100 feet in length,
known as Highland Avenue, should be reconstructed and
widened to 40 feet. The cost of resurfacing the entire
length, including easement of curves, widening and re-
grading where necessary, and the reconstruction of the
section known as Highland Avenue, is estimated at
$lOO,OOO. The vehicular traffic count as taken by the
Department of Public Works does not appear to warrant
the construction of a four-lane traffic road the entire
length, which, it is estimated, would cost $350,000.

During the investigation of this matter consideration
was given to the relief of traffic conditions in Medford
Square. Traffic from Stoneham, Reading and beyond
use Fellsway West to Forest Street, thence through
Medford Square and Mystic Avenue or Riverside Ave-
nue to Boston. It is suggested that a traffic road be
constructed from Fellsway West at or near Half-Mile
Road to the junction of Elm Street and Highland Ave-
nue through land owned entirely by the city of Medford.
This route, a little over one half mile in length, would
allow traffic from Stoneham and beyond to proceed to
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Boston by way of Highland Avenue and Wellington
bridge, a more directroute than through Medford Square.
This would eliminate, at some future time, the requiring
of Fellsway West and Fellsway being opened to heavy
traffic, and would undoubtedly relieve traffic in Medford
Square. The estimated cost of this traffic route would
be $lOO,OOO.

The Joint Board recommends the resurfacing and re-
construction of the highway in Medford and Stoneham
at an estimated cost of $lOO,OOO, and the construction
of the cut-off from Fellsway West to the junction of
Elm Street and Highland Avenue, Medford, at an esti-
mated cost of $lOO,OOO.

A draft of a bill (Appendix A), together with plan to
authorize this work, is submitted herewith.

3. Laying Out and Construction of a Boulevard
in the City of Medford.

The purpose of this project is to relieve traffic conges-
tion in Medford Square; to reduce the numerous serious
traffic accidents resulting in injury to persons and prop-
erty damage; to separate local and through traffic; to
provide relief for a heavy north-bound and south-bound
commercial trucking now passing through Medford
Square; and to decrease noise and other disturbances and
hazards to school children in front of the Medford High
School and the residential district along Forest Street.

There are five streets entering Medford Square, with
street cars and buses using the square, as well as pleasure
and commercial vehicles. A report of the Department
of Public TV orks, dated November 7, 1928, authorized by
chapter 35, Resolves of 1928, gave an average of about
40,000 vehicles per day using the intersection, and an
average of about 20,000 vehicles through traffic. Due to
the general reconstruction in the vicinity necessitating
various detours, a traffic count that would show the nor-
mal amount of traffic passing through the square at the
present time was not possible.

According to a traffic report of the city of Medford,
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dated 1934, resulting from a Federal C. W. A. and E. R. A.
project under the direction of the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, with the co-operation of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public Works, during the years
1930 to 1933, inclusive, there were a total of 66 acci-
dents in Medford Square and a total of 79 persons in-
jured. The actual volume of traffic in February, 1934,
was given by the report as 39,647 vehicles per day.

The traffic report suggested that through traffic be
diverted around Medford Square by two new boulevards.
One was an extension of Governors Avenue and the other
was a boulevard with overpasses from a point on Fellsway
West to Mystic Avenue, which, between Fellsway West
and Riverside Avenue, is substantially the route con-
sidered for this investigation.

The Commission has considered a route 90 feet wide,
allowing for two 30-foot concrete roadways separated by
a planting space, from a point on Fellsway West, near
Roosevelt Traffic Circle, following in part the course of
Gravelly Brook in a southerly direction, thence across
private property to Riverside Avenue, thence a route
following the easterly side of the Mystic River through
land mostly owned by the Commonwealth connecting
with Mystic Valley Parkway at a traffic circle near the
easterly end of the Mystic River bridge.

The double roadway is considered best for safety,
because of changes in grade at various points due to exist-
ing houses and property abutting the proposed location,
and because of the proposed overpasses at Fellsway West,
over roadway and car tracks, and at Salem Street, across
said street and Western Division, Boston & Maine Rail-
road tracks and intervening land. The proposed loca-
tion of this boulevard necessitates changing the course of
the river and will greatly improve it for use as a waterway.

A second or alternate route coincides with the fore-
going location from Fellsway West to Riverside Avenue,
thence southerly across the Mystic River to Mystic
Avenue. This location would require the construction of
a new bridge, and was investigated by the Department
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of Public Works authorized by chapter 40, Resolves of
1927. Since then the Mystic River bridge has been built
a short distance downstream from this location. The
proposed new location was made to take advantage of the
Mystic River bridge and so avoid construction of another
bridge in the same vicinity.

The layout of the proposed boulevard and relocation
of the Mystic River are shown on accompanying plan. 1

The estimated cost of construction of the route con-
sidered is $1,033,000, including overpasses and traffic
circle at Mystic Valley Parkway. The estimated land
damages are $325,000 (Wo assessed valuations). Ripa-
rian rights along Riverside Avenue are an intangible
quantity and cannot be determined without expert
appraisal.

The second or alternate route would require a new
bridge, and is estimated to cost about $20,000 less than
the first route.

Since this boulevard would be used mainly as a traffic
artery to facilitate the movement of commercial as well
as pleasure vehicles, it is not deemed advisable to con-
struct said boulevard as a parkway.

4. Construction of a Bridge over the Charles
River in the Town of Watertown.

The distance from the Galen Street bridge in Watertown
Square to the Bridge Street bridge at the Bemis section
of Watertown is 5,300 feet. The choice of a location for
a proposed bridge between these points in the immediate
vicinity of Myrtle Street and Howard Street, Watertown,
presents a problem offering several solutions. A bridge
joining two residential areas separated by the Charles
River could be located at one of several streets intersect-
ing California Street in Newton and Pleasant Street in
Watertown. If we consider the bridge as a link in the
interurban routes of secondary importance and as a by-
pass to relieve traffic at the Galen Street bridge, Water-

plan filed with the Clerk of th



SENATE No. 100. [Jan.10

I

town Square, the choice for a location is considerably
restricted. A crossing from Howard Street and Pleasant
Street, Watertown, to a point approximately opposite
the intersection of California and Jasset streets, Newton,
creates a long crossing; and although Howard and Jasset
streets are both through streets, they do not show proba-
bilities of becoming important secondary routes. Im-
provements to these streets for any increased traffic would
prove costly. Howard Street crosses the Watertown
Branch of the Boston & Maine Railroad at grade. This
grade crossing would necessarily need to be eliminated.

The most favorable site seems to be at the intersection
of Myrtle and Green streets with Pleasant Street in
Watertown, and at the intersection of California Street
with Riverdale Avenue in Newton. Myrtle Street in
Watertown, from Pleasant Street, crosses Main Street
and continues through into Belmont. It is now exten-
sively used and represents a logical outlet for a bridge
that would relieve Galen Street of some traffic. It is also
2,200 feet from Galen Street, or almost halfway between
the two existing bridges.

The proposed route of the bridge and its approaches
represents a minimum of land taking, and offers an op-
portunity for further improvements of traffic routes in
both Watertown and Newton. As Pleasant Street in
Watertown is considerably higher than California Street
in Newton, the girder or truss type of bridge would be
appropriate. The estimated cost for constructing such a
structure is $lOO,OOO exclusive of land damages. No ap-
propriation was allowed to obtain expert opinion to deter-
mine the probable cost of land damages which may be
estimated from the assessed valuations amounting to
$20,000.

While this bridge would cross over the Charles River,
which is under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission, it would not be connected with metro-
politan parkways, but only as a means of improving the
traffic conditions between the town of Watertown and
the city of Newton. The cost of building, therefore,
should not be borne by the Metropolitan Parks District.
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A draft of a bill (Appendix B), together with plan to
authorize the necessary land takings and the construction
of a bridge and approaches, is submitted herewith.

5. Acquisition, for Reservation Purposes, of All
the Real Estate not Already Owned by the
Commonwealth Abutting on the Easterly Side
of a Portion of Endicott Avenue in Revere.

Winthrop Parkway is part of the connecting link be-
tween the Revere Beach Reservation and the Winthrop
Shore Reservation. A portion of this connecting link,
550 feet long, from the junction of the parkway and Endi-
cott Avenue to property of the Commonwealth, is the
area referred to for investigation and report. The area
between Endicott Avenue and the Winthrop Parkway at
this location is a very steep slope on which a number of
houses have been built, most of which are of the summer
cottage type of construction. Some of these houses face
on Endicott Avenue, with the rear of the buildings sup-
ported on piles or posts, many of which are in an unstable
condition and have a very unsightly appearance from the
parkway. This sloped area has become dangerous to the
maintenance of some of the houses, due to the disintegra-
tion and washing away of the soil. Some of the lots have
been terraced by the owners in an endeavor to prevent
further damage.

Land abutting the property under investigation that
was necessary for the building of the Winthrop Parkway
was taken in 1916 and settlement made with the several
owners. The construction of the sea wall and parkway
was started May 29, 1922, and was completed June 20,
1923, at a cost of $219,764.85. In March, 1931, a severe
storm did considerable damage to the sea wall and road-
way. The surf damaged the houses on the property
above mentioned and scoured the slope between Endicott
Avenue and the parkway to a considerable extent. Again
in January, 1933, additional damage was done by storms.

Since the parkway was built some of the properties on
the adjoining land have deteriorated, due to lack of re-
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pairs, etc., but many of the owners feel that the present
condition is due primarily to the building of the parkway,
as they claim it has been impossible to keep their prop-
erties in repair because of the constant movement of the
sloped area. It is also claimed by the owners of property
abutting the parkway in this area that the wave action
pounding against the roadway causes a vibration that
affects more particularly the property on the slope of the
hill between Endicott Avenue and the parkway. Where
the slope meets the parkway, a 3-foot cement abutment
wall 120 feet long was built at the time the parkway was
constructed to protect the banking on the private prop-
erty. Beyond this wall the toe of the slope met the grade
of the parkway, and it was felt that a wall would be un-
necessary. The Commission now believes that a small
wall or abutment might be constructed at the present
time so that the angle of the steep slope could be reduced.

The total area of the section under consideration is
31,300 square feet of land, on which eight houses have
been constructed whose total assessed valuation in 1934
was $35,950.

The several properties are shown on the accompanying
plan.

No appropriation was allowed so that expert opinions
could be obtained to determine the probable cost of pur-
chasing these properties. The assessed valuations are,
therefore, the only basis upon which an allowance for the
possibility of a settlement of claims may be estimated,
should these properties be taken by eminent domain.
The cost of grading the slopes in a proper manner, in-
cluding filling, learning, planting, building a fence along
Endicott Avenue, and constructing a low wall at the foot
of the bank, would be $7,500.

The Winthrop Parkway bordering the ocean is used
extensively during the summer season, and is desirable
as a matter of public convenience. While the area under
consideration is not needed for the maintenance of the
present parkway, it would add to the attractiveness of
the park system if these buildings were removed and the
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area landscaped, thereby beautifying a section that now
has the appearance of neglect.

A draft of a bill (Appendix C), together with plan to
authorize the taking of these properties and making the
necessary improvements, is submitted herewith.

6. Construction of a Beach and Bath House at

Hoosicwhisick Pond (Houghton’s Pond) in the
Town of Milton.

There is a growing need for better bathing facilities at
Hoosicwhisick Pond, commonly called Houghton’s Pond,
in the Blue Hills Reservation. This area has been de-
veloped into one of the finest recreational districts in the
Commonwealth. The Metropolitan District Commission
has made constant improvements of the grounds, aided
in the past few years by E. R. A. and C. C. C. groups.
Roads to this recreational area have been widened and
reconstructed, and large parking facilities have been made
available.

Hoosicwhisick Pond is one of the finest fresh-water
bathing spots in metropolitan Boston, and has been used
extensively as such for a good many years. There exists
at the present time three small concrete bath houses with
a capacity of 250 box lockers. One building is used by
men and one by women, for which a charge of 10 cents is
made. The third building is a free bath house with no
lockers, and is used mostly by boys. These buildings
have no sanitary facilities and were built by the reser-
vation forces at various times between 1910 and 1914.
Today they are crowded and have not the capacity to
handle the number of bathers that would use them; also
a large number refuse to use them on account of the sani-
tary conditions which cannot be improved under the
present conditions. The buildings are unsightly and de-
tract from the appearance of this fine recreational area;
they are close to the edge of the pond, leaving practically
no area for sun bathing.

It is estimated that about 800,000 persons took advan-
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tage of this area during 1934, and that this number will
exceed 1,000,000 visitors in 1935. While the limited
bathing facilities accommodated about 65,000 bathers
during the past season, with adequate bathing facilities
it is expected that this figure would reach 130,000. A
new bath house replacing the three that exist should be
built that will conform to the surroundings, with a ca-
pacity of not less than 500 lockers, and be furnished with
drinking water and modern sanitation. A beach should
be developed by removing the wall around part of the
pond and allowing the water to seek its own level. There
are a few bad holes that should be filled, as they are poten-
tial danger spots. The shore should be properly graded,
and sand spread over the entire area, both on the bank
and over the bed of the pond used by bathers. The total
estimated cost of constructing a bath house, beach, park-
ing space, and making the necessary improvements would
be $lOO,OOO. The Department of Public Health has
examined the water at this location and reports that the
results of bacterial examinations show the water is of
satisfactory quality for bathing purposes. The yield of
the watershed during the driest weather, however, is very
small, and it may be necessary to limit the bathing load
at the pond during certain periods. A public water supply
at the site is available, and as the soil surrounding the
pond is in part coarse and porous it is probable that
sewage from the bath house can be satisfactorily disposed
of by means of cesspools or a subsurface distribution
system.

In the opinion of the Joint Board this area is used by
residents of the entire district, and is an expense that
should be borne by the Metropolitan Parks District, and
it recommends that necessary legislation be passed to
carry out this work.

A draft of legislation (Appendix D), together with plan
necessary for carrying this recommendation into effect,
is filed herewith.
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7. Advisability of Improving, for Beach and Park
Purposes, Certain State Land on the North-
erly Side of Shore Drive Adjoining the
Mystic River in the City of Somerville.

The land referred to in this resolve lies adjacent to the
so-called Ten Hills section, between Shore Drive and the
Mystic River, from the Fellsway to land of the Hinckley
Rendering Company in the city of Somerville, and was
transferred as a gift to the Commonwealth for park pur-
poses in January, 1931, by the former owners and devel-
opers of Ten Hills.

At that time the land was unusable and in poor condi-
tion, and the river bank, eroded from wave action, was
also in a dangerous condition. The area of this strip of
land varies in width from 20 to 200 feet, and is about
1,300 feet long. During the latter part of 1933 and the
early part of 1934, when funds were available to help the
unemployed, a project to develop this area was approved,
and considerable work was done grading this area and
improving the bank of the Mystic River by sloping with
riprap. The use of the westerly end of this parcel was
transferred for care and control to the city of Somerville
by the Metropolitan District Commission for use as a
public beach, and this city has recently reconstructed a
bath house which adequately cares for the needs of those
who use this recreational area. The beach was graded
and extended by the Commission as part of the above
project, and put in excellent condition with sand fur-
nished by the city, so that no further work is necessary
on that portion of the area used as a beach. An exam-
ination by the Department of Public Health shows a
considerable amount of pollution at this beach, some of
which may be caused when any large amount of water is
released when the lock on the Mystic River at Cradock
bridge, Medford, is opened. Part of this water comes
from Alewife Brook, which is polluted by the overflow of
sewage from time to time near the point where this brook
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crosses Massachusetts Avenue. These overflows do not
appear to be necessary, and further investigations relative
to the discharge of sewage into this stream will be carried
on by the State Department of Public Health.

This is one of the most extensively used bathing beaches
of its size in the Metropolitan District, but as it is used
almost exclusively by residents of Somerville, the city
assumes the entire cost of maintenance and provides life
guards and other necessary bathing facilities. Further
landscaping can be carried out on the remaining area by
the Metropolitan District Commission in an inexpensive
development that will make this section more attractive.

No legislation is required to carry out this recommenda-
tion.

8. Advisability of Constructing a Beach and Bath
House on the Shore of Dark Hollow Pond
in the Town of Stoneham.

Dark Hollow Pond is located in the Middlesex Fells
Reservation on the westerly side of Fellsway West, and
opposite the westerly shore of Spot Pond in the southerly
part of the town of Stoneham.

This pond was originally a swamp, draining into Spot
Pond, but was diked off by the building of a road, and
now discharges over a dam at the northerly extremity of
the pond into a brook that eventually enters Doleful
Pond, which is outside the drainage area of Spot Pond.
Dark Hollow Pond has a water surface of fifteen acres
and a watershed of about ninety acres. The easterly
shore is comparatively level, but the westerly and south-
erly banks are rather steep and rocky. The pond has a
maximum depth at one point of 22 feet, but much of it is
less than 3 feet deep.

The Department of Public Health has made an exam-
ination of this location, and reports that Dark Hollow
Pond is not suitable for development for bathing purposes,
as the yield of the watershed is far less than is required
under approved practice to maintain a circulation of the
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water in a swimming pool sufficient to keep it in good
condition for any considerable number of bathers.

The Joint Board therefore does not recommend the
construction of a beach and bath house at this location.

9. Constructing a Bathing Beach and Bath House
in the Mystic River Basin in the Town of
Arlington.

The Mystic River Basin, so called in this resolve, is
the upper Mystic River that lies in the cities of Medford
and Somerville and the town of Arlington, between the
outlet of the Lower Mystic Lake and the Cradock bridge
lock at Main Street, Medford.

The lock gate and weir was built at the Cradock bridge
to exclude the tidal waters from the basin, and to estab-
lish a fixed water level. It also has resulted in draining
and sweetening the meadows along the upper river, and
has improved the health conditions. The particular area
to be reported upon is located about one half mile below
the outlet of the Lower Mystic Lake.

The land on the easterly side of the Mystic River
directly opposite this area lies in the city of Medford,
near River Street, and has been recently developed into
a playground and recreational area by the city of Med-
ford under an E. R. A. project. This is a desirable
improvement, and the Metropolitan District Commission
was glad to co-operate by allowing the city to use reserva-
tion land for this purpose. The boundary line between
Medford and Arlington follows the thread of the Mystic
River at this location. The river is about 80 feet wide
and has a depth in the middle of about 6 feet, which
makes it a safe and desirable bathing place for young
children.

On the Arlington, or westerly, side of the Mystic River
Basin, the location referred to in the resolve, is a grassed
reservation area varying from 80 feet to 120 feet wide and
lies between the river and the Mystic Valley Parkway.
The use of this area has gradually grown during the past
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few years from small groups of children who live in the
immediate neighborhood, and whose parents accom-
panied them to enjoy the limited use of the bathing
facilities, to a more extensive use by larger groups of
adults who come by automobile. There are no parking
facilities except on the parkway, which is undesirable;
the bathing area is very small and the congestion and
confusion are objectionable to near-by residents.

The entire area on the Arlington side of the river is
now being developed under an E. R. A. project by the
town, and an attractive walk is being constructed along
the river. A traffic count made on the Mystic Valley
Parkway at this location shows that over 10,000 cars
pass there daily, and if automobiles are allowed to park
along the edge of the parkway it will increase a traffic
congestion and a pedestrian hazard that will be impos-
sible to handle without the aid of more police officers.

An examination by the Department of Public Health
shows that the Mystic River at this point drains a thickly
settled community. During the past year sewage has
overflowed into the river or its tributaries at various
points, one of which is near the Medford Street bridge in
Arlington at a point a comparatively short distance
above the proposed beach. The results of the analysis
of samples of water from the river at the proposed beach
show that it contains a large number of bacteria charac-
teristic of sewage pollution. The Department reports
that the area is not suitable for bathing by any consider-
able number of persons, and considers it undesirable for
public bathing until the overflow of sewage; into the Mys-
tic River is prevented as now contemplated by the
construction of additional sewers in the Mystic Valley.

In view of the objections to the use of this area for
bathing purposes, the Joint Board recommends that no
further action be taken in the matter.
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10. Improvement of Certain Land in Milton and

in the Hyde Park District op Boston for

Park and Playground Purposes, and of the
Neponset River for Bathing Purposes.

The Neponset River, between Paul’s bridge, Boston
and Milton, and Dana Street in the Hyde Park district
of Boston, is a narrow, sluggish and polluted stream not
more than 75 feet wide at any point, flanked with marshy
banks, abandoned industrial sites and railroad tracks.
Land adjoining the banks upon which any proposed de-
velopment might be done is owned by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and the city of Boston. The State
Department of Public Works has proposed a highway
along the easterly bank of the river, a portion of which
has been constructed. The strip of land of Commonwealth
ownership on both banks of the river is very irregular in
width and does not lend itself to any greater improvement
than grading, learning, filling in the marsh areas, and
trimming the river banks to a suitable slope. However,
about one half mile south of Dana Street there is an
abandoned city of Boston waterworks site which could
be developed into a playground area and beach, provided
the river is purged of all pollution.

Attached is a plan 1 showing the location of a proposed
beach and its relation to the industrial and residential
sections of the Hyde Park district. As there is no immedi-
ate congested residential district to draw from, a parking
area must be provided for as many users of a beach as
would bring cars. Considerable attention should be given
to such facilities as would increase the use and the con-
venience to those families or groups who would spend
considerable time at a playground or beach.

Across the river from the locations of a proposed beach
is a small grove of trees which is practically the only
shade now available and which could be developed for
picnicking by the construction of a rustic footbridge built

plan filed with the Clerk of the Senate
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across the river to connect with the proposed beach and
parking area. As this grove is adjacent to the railroad
tracks, the area could be fenced in and made accessible
only from this footbridge.

An examination by the State Department of Health
found the flow of water in the river at this site had been
greatly reduced because of a deficiency in rainfall, and
as a result, mud deposits on the banks and bed of the
stream were exposed. This examination indicated con-
clusively that a suitable bathing beach could not be pro-
vided at this site except by the expenditure of a consider-
able sum of money for the removal of mud and other
organic matter and back filling with sand or gravel.

The Neponset River above this proposed bathing beach
site drains thickly settled communities, the sewage from
which is removed through the metropolitan sewerage
system. However, in certain portions of its course much
of the water of the river is used for industrial purposes,
and returned to the stream after treatment. Regardless
of the treatment, discolored water is at times discharged
into the river at Walpole and elsewhere.

The results of the analysis show that the bacterial con-
tent of the water compares favorably with that of other
waters used for public bathing, but the discoloration of
the water found at the time of the recent examination
would make this stream objectionable for such purposes.
The Department is of the opinion that the physical
characteristics of the water and of the bed and banks of
the river at the proposed site make it undesirable for pub-
lic bathing, and the Department is unable to recommend
that bathing facilities be provided at this location.

If improvements are authorized at this location, it is
estimated the total cost would be at least $75,000.

The Joint Board recommends no action be taken on
this matter.
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11. Construction and Maintenance of a Public Bath
House and Incidental Improvements on the

Charles River in the Town of Watertown.

Land along the Charles River from Galen Street to
Bemis Street was acquired for park purposes December
22, 1897. No improvements have been made in this sec-
tion so acquired.

After careful examination, it appears that the most
favorable location for a bath house and beach develop-
ment is at a bend in the river on the northerly side, above
the Watertown Dam. \At this point, sufficient area is
available for a beach and bath house of moderate size.
The present shore line can be adjusted and a beach graded
gradually to a maximum water depth of about 5 feet,
which will insure a safe bathing place for young children.
There is little mud to be encountered, although the river
bottom should be dredged and regraded. At this point
the river can be developed to a width of about 200 feet.
Upstream from the Watertown Dam is a narrow strip of
reclaimed marshland which widens to a width of about
150 feet, at the site where a bath house could be con-
structed. This location, while acceptable in its present
state of development, would allow for only a small bath
house with limited accommodations. Owing to the con-
gested residential section of this part of Watertown, it
would be necessary to provide for a suitable approach to
a bath house and beach that will undoubtedly be in
demand if a development of this area for bathing is author-
ized. An examination by the Department of Public
Health shows that at times of high water in the Charles
River the elevation of the sewage in the Charles River
Valley Sewer is so high that sewage from the lateral sewers
tributary to this sewer may overflow into the river. The
Department is of the opinion, however, that this site is
more desirable for public bathing than any other site on
the Charles River in the town of Watertown.

The accompanying plan 1 shows a suitable location for
*d with
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a beach and bath house, together with ownership and
assessed valuations of adjoining private properties. It
is estimated that a beach 700 feet long could be con-
structed at a cost of $15,000, and a bath house 80 feet
by 40 feet could be built for $50,000. No appropriation
was allowed so that expert opinions could be obtained
to determine the probable cost of purchasing additional
land that might be desirable. The estimated annual cost
of maintenance of this bath house would be $1,500. As
these bathing facilities are primarily for the use of resi-
dents of a local community, it is recommended that the
Metropolitan District Commission grant to the town of
Watertown the use of such land that will enable said town
to build and maintain a beach and bath house at this
location. Similar grants and use of lands have been given
to other cities and towns in the parks district.

No legislation is required if this recommendation is
adopted.

12. Construction and Maintenance of Recrea-
tional Facilities on the Charles River in
the Toavn of Watertown.

In accordance with the above investigation, the peti-
tioners presented plans showing a proposed development
together with a description of the various facilities which
they recommend to be leased to a company, association
or club to manage the enterprise, and whose purpose it
will be to serve the public. The accompanying plan 1

shows their proposed suggested recreational facilities,
described as follows:

A boat livery service for the public, similar to that
which has been maintained on the Public Gardens in
Boston, but with a much larger area for use of rowing or
paddling; also daily excursions for parties of adults or
children in row or motor boats, as may be desired, under
the care of reliable persons.

A transportation system, by fast boats of good design
plan filed with the Clerk of th<



1936.] No. 100.SENATE 23

and built to protect passengers from rain or storms of any
kind and of very limited capacity, from Watertown to
Harvard bridge boat landing on the Boston side of the
river, and to the boat landing at Arlington Street. This
would provide fast and comfortable transportation from
Watertown and Newton to Boston.

The boat services would operate from a boat house to
be constructed in Watertown which would have provi-
sions on the lower floor for the storage and care of canoes,
row boats, shells and motor boats of not over 25 feet in
length; the second floor would be a large assembly room
of about 9,700 square feet, to be used for parties, recep-
tions, amusements and dancing: also accommodations
for catering and luncheons. It is proposed to install a
self-playing organ and facilities for concerts for schools
and public occasions.

A bath house to be constructed in the same locality
with locker and sanitary facilities and an inclosed swim-
ming pool 200 feet long by 100 feet wide, with accommo-
dations for swimming in summer or winter, in filtered
and chlorinated water kept at a uniform temperature;
seats for 1,000 spectators to be built around the pool for
swimming contests and water sports.

An area to be constructed for five tennis courts which
would be used as such in the summer and which will be
flooded for ice skating and hockey games in the winter.

A compound toboggan chute frozen artificially to be
constructed with the start on the roof of the club house.
The chute being of a compound nature will minimize the
amount of walking necessary to return to the roof of the
house, and would be in operation from November to
April, regardless of weather because of the fact that it
would be frozen artificially. A part of the roof would be
used for a lunch room, smoking room and rest room.

A fenced parking space to be provided under a check-
ing system with an attendant in charge.

The petitioners suggest the lessee of the foregoing have
the exclusive use and rights of the basin from Galen
Street to North Beacon Street bridge, in order to insure
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the success and income of the project ; also that the river
bed in this area be dredged to a uniform depth of 3
to 4 feet of water to prevent accidents or drownings.

It is estimated that the cost of constructing the entire
enterprise as proposed by the petitioners would be at
least $700,000, exclusive of dredging. The cost of dredg-
ing the Charles River to a uniform depth of 4 feet cannot
be estimated without extensive studies and soundings to
determine the present river bottom. A 4-foot uniform
depth of water would not be sufficient for a large motor
boat in motion.

The area along the Charles River Road where the sug-
gested facilities are proposed is inadequate to carry out
the scheme. The Charles River itself varies from 150
feet to 200 feet in width at this location, and is entirely
insufficient to accommodate the number of motor boats
planned to use the boat house, and allow for safe use of
rowboats or shells. The Charles River from the Charles
River Dam to the Galen Street bridge at Watertown is a
Federal government waterway, with harbor lines the
entire length which prevents the granting or leasing of
the exclusive use of any particular section to any one
organization.

After careful consideration of this matter, the Joint
Board cannot recommend the proposed development by
the use of public funds.

13. Construction and Maintenance of a Beach
and Bath House on the Charles River in

the City of Waltham.

The location referred to is on the southerly shore of the
Charles River between Newton Street and Elm Street, in
the city of Waltham, and was acquired for park purposes
June 22, 1898. It is adjacent to land developed by the
city of Waltham as a playground, and would make a very
attractive addition to this recreational area.

The present shore line is irregular and overgrown with
weeds extending from 15 to 20 feet into the water, which
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gives an unattractive appearance to the vicinity. A
small bathing beach about 50 feet long is now used by
the children, but on account of the shallow depth of the
water and the short length of the beach the present con-
ditions are not desirable for bathing purposes. The ap-
pearance of this location and the bathing facilities can be
greatly improved by the construction of a beach 700 feet
long, which would necessitate straightening out the shore
line, dredging to a suitable depth, making a uniform slope
and covered with fine gravel and sand as shown on ac-
companying plan. 1 The examination by the Depart-
ment of Public Health shows that the water at this lo-
cation contained a film of oil which might be found
objectionable by bathers, and that during the past summer
the shores in the vicinity were considerably polluted on
account of no suitable toilets having been provided. The
results of an analysis of the water of the Charles River
near the bathing beach site compares favorably with that
of other popular bathing beaches, but the Department of
Public Health recommends that if this site is to be used
for bathing purposes, rules and regulations should be
adopted to prevent promiscuous nuisances along the
bank of the river. Apparently the pollution by oil comes
in part at least from the Waltham Watch Company’s
plant, and probably can be corrected under authority of
chapter 91 of the General Laws.

It is estimated that the cost of the construction of a
beach would be $lO,OOO, and the cost of a bath house 80
feet by 40 feet could be built for $50,000. The estimated
annual cost of maintenance would be about $1,500. The
building of a beach and bath house at this location is
practically an extension of a local recreational area now
maintained by the city of Waltham for its own use. It
cannot be considered a metropolitan activity that should
be built and maintained by the Metropolitan Parks Dis-
trict. It is recommended that the Metropolitan District
Commission grant to the city of Waltham the use of such
land that will enable said city to build and maintain a

plan filed with the Clerk of the Senate
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beach and bath house at this location. Similar grants
and use of lands have been given to other cities and
towns in the parks district.

No legislation is required if this recommendation is
adopted.

14. Construction of a Building for Bath House
and Recreational Purposes at the Beach at
Gerry’s Landing on the Charles River in
the City of Cambridge.

The location referred to is on the westerly side of the
Charles River in the city of Cambridge, about 800 feet
southerly of the Cambridge Hospital land, at what is
generally known as Gerry’s Landing, and lies within the
Charles River Basin area. It is part of the land acquired
April 18, 1895, for the protection and development of
the river.

Under permission granted by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission, the city of Cambridge has developed
this area as a bathing beach and has furnished portable
bath houses and life guards at its own expense. The
present beach is about 250 feet long, and could be ex-
tended 100 feet northerly and 350 feet southerly, making
a beach 700 feet long. The shore line should be straight-
ened and a more uniform slope developed, covered with
a suitable depth of gravel and sand as shown on accom-
panying plan. 1 At the time examinations were made by
the Department of Public Health, the water at this site
was covered with a light film of oil, and the results of the
bacterial examinations show that the water contains at
times large numbers of bacteria characteristic of pollu-
tion, especially during that part of the year when sewage
is known to overflow into the river from the Charles River
Valley sewer. The Department recommends that suit-
able toilet facilities be provided, and that bathing be dis-
continued at this location following heavy rains, when
bacteriological examinations show serious pollution.

plan filed with the Clerk of the Senate
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The estimated cost of reconstructing the beach would
be $lO,OOO. A combination bath house and recreational
building would cost $50,000, according to the demands for
equipment for bathing purposes in the summer and for
accommodations for skaters in the winter. There is no
question that the popularity of this bathing area wr ould
increase with a modern bath house, but there is a ques-
tion as to whether or not this is a local matter that should
be handled by the city of Cambridge, as it is used almost
exclusively by residents of that city. There is some doubt
as to the use of a building in the winter at this location
on the Charles River, by those who enjoy skating or ice
carnivals, on account of its inaccessibility to the general
public within the Metropolitan District.

Since the report of the Special Commission on Pro-
posed Improvements of the Charles River Basin in
January, 1929, several bills have been filed in the Legis-
lature to authorize the extension of the Fresh Pond
Parkway to the Charles River, and the building of a
bridge across the river.

As these proposed improvements are near the location
of the site of the bathing beach and may interfere with
any permanent building that might be constructed, it is
recommended that no action be taken on building a bath
house and recreation building at this time.

Respectfully submitted

E. C. HULTMAN
WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
MELVIN B. BREATH,
FELIX A. MARCELLA,

Melropolitan District Commissic

WM. F. CALLAHAN
RICHARD K. HALE
FRANK E. LYMAN

Department of Public Work
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion to reconstruct a Certain Highway in Medford
and Stoneham and to lay out and construct a Traffic
Road from Fellsway West to Highland Avenue through
Land of the City of Medford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter referred to as the commission, is hereby
3 authorized and directed to widen and reconstruct, in
4 accordance with the provisions of chapter ninety-two
5 of the General Laws, a certain highway in the city
6 of Medford and the town of Stoneham beginning at
7 the intersection of East Border road and Highland
8 avenue in Medford and being a section of said High-
-9 land avenue, Woodland road, Pond street and South

10 street, and ending at the intersection of said South
11 street with Main street in the town of Stoneham.

1 Section 2. The commission is hereby further di-
-2 rected to lay out and construct a traffic road from a
3 point at or near the intersection of Half-Mile road

Appendix A
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4 and Fellsway West through land of the city of Med-
-5 ford to the intersection of Elm street and Highland
6 avenue.

1 Section 3. The cost of the work authorized by
2 this act shall be paid by the said commission from
3 such appropriations as may hereafter be made, not
4 exceeding one hundred thousand dollars for the work
5 authorized by section one, and not exceeding one
6 hundred thousand dollars for the work authorized by
7 section two, to be apportioned as follows: One half
8 of such expenditures shall be paid by the cities and
9 towns of the metropolitan parks district in proportion

10 to the respective taxable valuations of the property
11 of said cities and towns, as defined in section fifty-
-12 nine of said chapter ninety-two, and the remaining
13 one half shall be paid from the highway fund.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing for the Construction of a Bridge over
the Charles River in the Town of Watertown and the
City of Newton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, is hereby author-
-3 ized and directed to lay out and construct a bridge,
4 and the necessary approaches thereto, across the
5 Charles river from a point at or near the intersection
6 of Myrtle and Green streets with Pleasant street in
7 the town of Watertown, to the intersection of Cali-
-8 fornia street with Riverdale avenue in the city of
9 Newton.

1 Section 2. The commission may, on behalf of the
2 commonwealth, take by eminent domain, under chap-
-3 ter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by
4 purchase or otherwise, such public or private lands
5 or interests therein as it may deem necessary for
6 carrying out the provisions of this act.

Appendix B.
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1 Section 3. The cost of laying out and construct-
-2 ing said proposed bridge and approaches, and of land
3 takings for the same, including any damages awarded
4 or paid on account of any taking of land or property
5 therefor, or any injury to the same, and any sums
6 paid for lands or rights purchased, and all other ex-

-7 penses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this
8 act, shall be deemed to be the cost of the work au-

-9 thorized by this act.

1 Section 4. The cost of the work authorized by
2 this act shall be paid by the commission from such
3 appropriations as may hereafter be made, not exceed-
-4 ing one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, to
5 be apportioned as follows: One quarter of such ex-
-6 penditures shall be paid from the highway fund, one
7 quarter by the city of Newton, one quarter by the
8 town of Watertown, and the remaining one quarter
9 by Middlesex county.

1 Section 5. When the work authorized under sec-
-2 tions one and two shall have been completed, the
3 structures and ways shall become a boulevard of the
4 metropolitan parks district, and shall be kept in good
5 condition and repair by the metropolitan district
6 commission.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing for the Acquisition of All the Real
Estate not already owned by the Commonwealth
abutting on the Easterly Side of a Portion of Endi-
cott Avenue in Revere and the Maintenance of the
Same as a Part of Winthrop Parkway.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, shall acquire by
3 purchase or by eminent domain, under the General
4 Laws, all the land, together with the buildings thereon,
5 not already owned by the commonwealth of Massa-
-6 chusetts, abutting on the easterly side of Endicott
7 avenue in the city of Revere between the junction
8 of Winthrop avenue, Winthrop parkway and said
9 Endicott avenue and a point on said easterly side of

10 Endicott avenue approximately eight hundred feet
11 northerly of said junction for the purpose of remov-
-12 ing the said buildings and maintaining the said land
13 as a part of Winthrop parkway.

1 Section 2. The commission shall remove the said
2 buildings, construct a retaining wall and fence and
3 landscape the said land.
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1 Section 3. For said purposes set forth in sections
2 one and two said commission may expend such sums
3 not exceeding dollars, as may hereafter be
4 appropriated therefor, which shall be included in the
5 amounts to be assessed upon the metropolitan parks
6 district for maintenance of reservations.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act providing for the Construction of a Beach on the
Northerly Shore of Hoosicwhisick Pond, Blue Hills
Reservation, Milton, at or near the Recreation Area
and the Construction and Maintenance of a Bath
House Thereat.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to construct a
3 beach on the northerly shore of Hoosicwhisick pond
4 in the Blue Hills reservation in the town of Milton,
5 at or near the recreational area, on land now owned
6 by the commonwealth, and to construct and there-
-7 after maintain at said beach a public bath house with
8 lockers and proper toilet facilities. For said purposes
9 said commission may expend such sums, not exceed-

-10 ing thousand dollars, as may hereafter be
11 appropriated therefor, which shall be included in the
12 amounts to be assessed upon the metropolitan parks
13 district for maintenance of reservations. The com-
-14 mission may upon such terms and conditions, and at
15 such rent as it may deem proper, let concessions or
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 privileges in connection with said bath house for the
17 sale of refreshments or for the sale or rental of such
18 other articles as it may determine, and may provide
19 adequate quarters therefor, and may establish rules
20 and regulations and make reasonable charges for the
21 use of said bath house.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




