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To accompany the petition of Edward E. Keevin that the opera-

tion of bicycles upon public ways and sidewalks be further regulated-
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act further regulating the Operation of Bicycles
upon Public Ways and Sidewalks.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section one hundred and eighty-seven, under the
4 caption bicycles, the six following new sections:
5 Section 187A. No bicycle shall be operated upon
6 any public way, or on any sidewalk appurtenant
7 thereto, unless registered under section one hundred
8 and eighty-seven B and unless the registration plate
9 therefor is firmly attached to the handle bar thereof

10 in such a manner as clearly to show the words and
11 figures thereon. No person shall so operate a bicycle
12 without having been duly licensed so to do under
13 said section one hundred and eighty-seven B.
14 Section 1878. The officer in charge of the police
15 department, or person exercising similar powers, in
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16 each town may, upon payment to him, for the use of
17 the town, of a fee of twenty cents, register for the
18 period ending with the following December thirty-
-19 first a bicycle owned by a resident of his town, and
20 may thereupon, without fee, license such resident to
21 operate a bicycle within the commonwealth during
22 such period.
23 Section 187C. The commission on administration
24 and finance shall design, prepare, and furnish with-
-25 out cost to each officer or person authorized under
26 section one hundred and eighty-seven B to register
27 bicycles and to license operators thereof, metal regis-
-28 tration plates to be affixed to bicycles, such plates
29 to contain the name of the town, the registration
30 number and the word “Massachusetts” or an ab-
-31 breviation thereof, all such letters and figures to be
32 not less than one half inch in height. Said commis-
-33 sion, after consultation with the commissioner of
34 public safety, the police commissioner of Boston and
35 the registrar of motor vehicles, shall establish, and
36 may thereafter alter or amend, and shall publish,
37 rules and regulations to govern the operation of bi-
-38 cycles upon the public ways and sidewalks appurte-
-39 nant thereto, and to promote a maximum degree of
40 care in such operation. Such rules and regulations
41 shall forbid the licensing of any person under ten
42 years of age to operate a bicycle, or the operation
43 thereof by such a person, and shall also forbid the
44 operator of a bicycle built to carry only one person
45 from conveying, upon the handle bar or other por-
-46 tion of the bicycle, any other person or persons.
47 Section 187D. Said commission shall also design,
48 prepare, and issue without cost to each such officer
49 or person so authorized, durable printed forms of
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50 license certificates containing, in addition to other
51 matters, blanks to be filled in, by the applicant or
52 officer issuing the certificate, with the manufacturer’s
53 number of the bicycle and also the police license
54 number of the certificate, the name of the town, and
55 the year of issue.
56 Section 187E. Every licensee under section one
57 hundred and eighty-seven B operating a bicycle upon
58 a public way or sidewalk appurtenant thereto shall,
59 upon demand therefor by a police officer or other
60 authorized person, produce his license for examination.
61 Section 187F. Whoever violates any provisions of
62 sections one hundred and eighty-seven A to one hun-
-63 dred and eighty-seven E, inclusive, shall be punished
64 by a fine of not more than fifteen dollars. Upon the
65 third conviction of any licensee under said section
66 one hundred and eighty-seven B of the violation of
67 any provision of such sections his license and the
68 registration of his bicycle shall thereupon be revoked
69 by the licensing official. The clerk of the court
70 wherein any such licensee is thus convicted shall
71 thereupon send a notice of such conviction by regis-
-72 tered mail to the officer or person who issued such
73 license.

1 Section 2. So much of sections twelve and thir-
-2 teen of chapter eighty-five as is inconsistent with this
3 act is hereby repealed.




