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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to Limitations of Actions in Certain
Motor Vehicle Accident Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section four of chapter two hundred and sixty of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 thereof the following: provided, however, that
5 actions for injury or death resulting from motor vehicle
6 accidents shall be commenced only within one year
7 after the date when the name of the registered owner
8 of the motor vehicle causing the accident has been
9 definitely ascertained by the person bringing such

10 action, —so as to read as follows: Section Jf.
11 Actions for assault and battery, false imprisonment,
12 slander, actions against sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, con-
-13 stables or assignees in insolvency for the taking or
14 conversion of personal property, actions of tort for
15 injuries to the person against counties, cities and towns,
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16 and actions of contract or tort for malpractice, error
17 or mistake against physicians, surgeons, dentists,
18 optometrists, hospitals and sanitaria, shall be com-
-19 menced only within two years next after the cause of
20 action accrues; and actions for libel and actions of tort
21 for bodily injuries or for death the payment of judg-
-22 ments in which is required to be secured by chapter
23 ninety and also such actions against officers and em-
24 ployees of the commonwealth, of the metropolitan
25 district commission, and of any county, city or town,
26 arising out of the operation of motor vehicles owned
27 by the commonwealth, including those under the
28 control of said commission, or by any such county
29 city or town, suits by judgment creditors in such
30 actions of tort under section one hundred and thirteen
31 of chapter one hundred and seventy-five and clause
32 (10) of section three of chapter two hundred and
33 fourteen and suits on motor vehicle liability bonds
34 under section thirty-four G of said chapter ninety
35 shall be commenced only within one year next after
36 the cause of action accrues; provided, however, that
37 actions for injury or death resulting from motor ve-
38 hide accidents shall be commenced only within one
39 year after the date when the name of the registered
40 owner of the motor vehicle causing the accident has
41 been definitely ascertained by the person bringing
42 such action.


