
SENATE .... No. 135
To accompany the petition of Walter L. Considine for legislation

to discourage belated decisions and findings by justices of the superior
and district courts. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act to discourage Belated Decisions and Findings
by Justices of the Superior and District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and twenty of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 fourteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 the following new section:
5 Section 14A. Except as hereinafter provided, jus-
-6 tices of the superior and district courts shall file their
7 decisions and findings within the number of days
8 hereinafter specified following termination of the trial
9 of cases heard by them:

10 (a) A justice of the superior court, in cases heard
11 without juries, one hundred and twenty days; ( b ) a
12 presiding justice of a district court, sixty days; and
13 (c) an associate or special justice of a district court,
14 thirty days.
15 A fist of cases a decision or finding in which has
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16 not been filed as hereinbefore required shall be con-
-17 spicuously posted by the clerk in his office, and the
18 delinquent justice shall not be permitted to sit on
19 any other case thereafter assigned for trial until he
20 has filed a decision or finding in the case in respect to
21 which he is delinquent unless he has been granted an
22 extension of time by the chief justice of the superior
23 court, in case of a justice of such court, or by the ap-
-24 pellate division of his court, in case of a presiding,
25 associate or special justice of a district court. A jus-
-26 tice delinquent as aforesaid shall not be entitled to
27 salary or compensation covering the period of his
28 delinquency,and the clerk ofthe court shall giveprompt
29 notice of the beginning and termination of such de-
-30 linquency to the state comptroller or to the county
31 treasurer, as the case may be.


