
SENATE 323
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Society of Optom-

etrists, by John J. O’Neil, president, for legislation relative to the
practice of optometry. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to the Practice of Optometry.

1 Section 1. Section seventy-three of chapter
2 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws,
3 as inserted by chapter three hundred and thirty-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 four, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
6 thirteenth to sixteenth lines, inclusive, the fol-
-7 lowing: ; nor shall said sections prevent the
8 employment by any person of a registered op-
-9 tometrist to be in charge of, or to practice

10 optometry in, an optical department conducted
11 by such persons, and by adding after the word
12 “commonwealth,” in the third line thereof, the
13 following: except that such physicians and
14 surgeons shall be subject to rules or regulations
15 governing the practice of optometry made by
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16 the board under the provisions of section sixty-
-17 seven, so as to read as follows: Section 73.
18 Sections sixty-six to seventy-two A, inclusive,
19 shall not apply to physicians and surgeons law-
20 fully entitled to practice medicine in the com-
21 monwealth, except that such physicians and sur-
22 geons shall be subject to rules or regulations
23 governing the practice of optometry made by
24 the board under the provisions of section sixty-
25 seven, or to persons who neither practice nor
26 profess to practice optometry, but who sell spec-
27 tacles, eyeglasses or lenses, either on prescription
28 from such physicians or surgeons, or from op-
29 tometrists authorized to practice in the common-
30 wealth, or as merchandise from permanently Jo-
31 cated and established places of business when
32 not sold for the purpose of correcting defective
33 vision; nor shall said sections prevent the widow
34 or widower of a registered optometrist, or the
35 wife or husband of a registered optometrist who
36 is incapacitated, from continuing the practice of
37 optometry under a registered optometrist. Noth-
38 ing therein contained shall prevent any such
39 physician or surgeon from taking an examination
40 and receiving a certificate of registration under
41 section sixty-eight, nor shall this section and sec-
42 tions sixty-six to seventy-two A, inclusive, au-
43 thorize any person to administer drugs in any
44 form, to practice or claim to practice medicine or
45 surgery in any sense, or to use any title or appel
46 lation intended or calculated to indicate the prac
47 tice of medicine or surgery.
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1 Section 2. Section seventy-one of chapter
2 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws,
3 as inserted by chapter three hundred and thirty-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 four, is hereby amended by adding after the
6 word “sixty-seven” in the ninth line the fol-
-7 lowing: , or for acting as principal or assistant
8 in the carrying on of the practice of optometry
9 by an unregistered person or by any person con-

10 victed of the unlawful practice of optometry or
11 by any optometrist whose license has been re-
-12 voked, so as to read as follows: Section 71.
13 The board may refuse to grant a certificate of
14 registration to any applicant found guilty of
15 fraud in making application or taking an exami-
-16 nation for registration. The board may revoke
17 or suspend any certificate of registration for un-
-18 professional conduct, for fraud, deceit or mis-
-19 representation in practice or in advertising, for
20 conviction of crime, for habitual drunkenness for
21 six months immediately before the charges are
22 made, for gross incompetence, or for violation
23 of any rule or regulation made under section
24 sixty-seven, or for acting as principal or assistant
25 in the carrying on of the practice of optometry
26 by an unregistered person or by any person con-
-27 victed of the unlawful practice of optometry or
28 by any optometrist whose license has been re-
-29 voked; provided, that before any action is taken
30 the accused party shall have written notice of
31 the charges against him and of the day ap-
-32 pointed for a public hearing thereon, which shall
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33 be at least five days after the service of such
34 notice. At such hearing the accused shall have
35 an opportunity to produce testimony in his own
36 behalf and to confront the witnesses against him.
37 Three members of the board shall be a quorum
38 for any such hearing. Witnesses at hearings be-
-39 fore the board shall testify on oath, and may be
40 sworn by any member thereof. The board may
41 compel the attendance of witnesses and the pro-
-42 duction of documents at any such hearing. When-
-43 ever the certificate of any registered optometrist
44 is revoked or suspended, such certificate shall be
45 returned to the board, on demand, and the secre-
-46 tary of the board shall give notice of such revo-
-47 cation or suspension to the clerk of the town
48 wherein the principal office of such optometrist
49 is located, and the clerk shall record the revoca-
-50 tion or suspension on the records of his office.
51 Where the right of any person to practice has
52 been revoked as herein provided, the board may,
53 after the expiration of one year, receive an ap-
-54 plication for a renewal of the right to practice,
55 and upon such new application it may grant
56 such a renewal.


