
No. 453SENATE
To accompany the petition of Frederick A. Leavitt for legislation

to authorize the employment of additional methods in the making of
public records and to further define the powers and duties of record-
ing officers in relation thereto. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act authorizing the Employment of Additional
Methods in the Making of Public Records and further
defining the Powers and Duties of Recording Officers
in Relation thereto.

1 Chapter sixty-six of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section three, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 3. The word “record” in this chapter shall
6 mean any written or printed book, paper, photograph,
7 map or plan. All public records other than maps
8 and plans shall be entered or recorded on paper made
9 of linen rags and new cotton clippings, well sized

10 with animal sizing and well finished, and preference
11 shall be given to paper of American manufacture
12 marked in water line with the name of the manufac-
-13 turer. Public records may be made by handwriting,
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14 or in print, or typewriting, or by the photographic
15 process, or by any combination of the same. When
16 the photographic process of making records is used,
17 the recording officer, in all instances where the photo-
-18 graphic print is illegible or indistinct, may make, in
19 addition to said photographic record, a typewritten
20 copy of the instrument, which copy shall be filed in
21 a book kept for the purpose. In every such instance,
22 the recording officer shall cause cross references to be
23 made between the said photographic record and the
24 typewritten record. If in the judgment of the record-
-25 ing officer an instrument offered for record is so illeg-
-26 ible that a photographic record thereof would not be
27 sufficiently legible, he may, in addition to making
28 the record thereof, retain the original in his custody.


