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PRAYER OF THE CHAPLAIN, REMARKS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND RESOLU-
TIONS ON THE DECEASE OF WILLIAM
EDWIN DORMAN, COUNSEL TO THE SEN-
ATE.

Prayer by the Reverend Arthur M. Ellis, D.D.
Oh, God our Father, we rejoice in our confidence in

Thee.
Because we are conscious of Thy nearness to us we

face life with less fear and with greater hope.
Because Thou art our Father we are sure of Thy love

and confident of Thy wisdom. Thus when our requests
are not granted our faith is still in Thee.

Yesterday we prayed that health and strength might
come to our friend and counsellor, our understanding and
loyal comrade, our brother, William Edwin Dorman. Our
prayers have not been answered according to our asking;
but our faith still holds that our prayers have been an-
swered according to Thy love. We believe that he has
won his fight.

“We do believe. Lord, help our unbelief.”
Today we pray not for him. We know that with Thee

his soul is secure.
But we do pray for those loved ones whose hearts are

heavy and whose lives are lonely. We know that help
can come to them only from Thee. Give unto them, we
beseech Thee, that comfort which their hearts need
that strength which the future will demand of them, and
that faith which will enable them, even through their
tears, to say: “The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

What our words cannot do for them may Thy spirit
accomplish.

Comfort them, we pray Thee, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Remarks by President James G. Moran
Brother Members of the Massachusetts Senate:

Since our last session a grievous loss which we feared,
but fervently hoped we might be spared, has come upon
us. Death has removed the Honorable William E. Dor-
man, thereby terminating the services which he had been
rendering as Senate Counsel since the date of his appoint-
ment in 1915 by Calvin Coolidge, then president of this
body. No words of mine are needed to make known the
importance of his work or the peculiarly able and satis-
factory manner in which he performed it. These are
matters of common knowledge, especially on the part of
judges, lawyers and others who have had occasion to study
the legislative enactments of the last twenty years. His
efforts richly deserved the verdict: “That is good work,
and work well done.”

The main purpose of my remarks is to express the high
esteem in which Mr. Dorman was deservedly held by us.
He was a man of scholarly attainments, stainless charac-
ter, high ideals and devotion to duty, and withal the finest
type of a friendly man. As we continue our several ways
along the pathway of life, we are all richer in faith and
stronger in purpose because of our acquaintance and ex-
periences with him. He walks with us no more, but his
memory abides in our hearts as a priceless and enduring
possession.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

Resolutions on the Decease of William Edwin Dorman.

Whereas, An irreparable loss has befallen the Common-
wealth in the death of William Edwin Dorman, for the
past twenty years the able, dignified, kind and even-
tempered Counsel to the Senate; an illustrious lawyer,
expert on constitutional law and legislative procedure,
of outstanding ability in the drafting of statutes, no man
was ever more ready to share with others the benefit of
his knowledge and experience, acquired in the long period
of his conscientious public service as a member of the
House of Representatives and as said Counsel: and

Whereas, The memory of the painstaking and minute
care with which his every duty was performed and of his
lovable and irreproachable character and unfailing for-
bearance will always be the cherished possession of the
many persons who have been privileged to be his friends
and associates in the service of the Commonwealth;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate expresses to his bereaved
family its profound sympathy in the great loss that has
come to them; and be it further

Resolved, That these resolutions, together with any
remarks that may be made incidental to their adoption,
be spread upon the records of the Senate and that a copy
thereof be transmitted by the Clerk of the Senate to the
family of Mr. Dorman.

Senate, March 25, 1936.
Unanimously adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN, Clerk.
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