
Senate, April 1, 1936.
The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the

petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 456) of
the selectmen of the town of Wellesley, by Clarence
Alfred Bunker, town counsel, for legislation relative to
town meeting members in said town, report the accom-
panying bill (Senate, No. 460).

For the committee

H. B. PUTNAM.

SENATE No. 460
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to Town Meeting Members in the Town
of Wellesley.

1 Section two of chapter two hundred and two of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the eighth to eleventh
4 lines, inclusive, the words “other than the officers
5 designated in the by-laws of the town as town meet-
-6 ing members ex officiis, as authorized by section
7 four,” —by inserting after the word “total” in the
8 fifteenth line the word: “elected”, —by striking
9 out in lines twenty-four and twenty-five the words

10 “one third of the number of elected town meeting
11 members to which such precinct is entitled”, and
12 inserting in place thereof: such number of elected
13 town meeting members as are necessary to give to
14 such precinct the total number of elected town meet-
-15 ing members to which it is then entitled, and by
16 adding at the end the following new paragraph:
17 The number of elected town meeting members to
18 which each precinct is entitled for the ensuing year
19 shall be determined by the town clerk between
20 January fifteenth and January twentieth of each

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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21 year and shall be proportionate to the number of
22 registered voters on January fifteenth of that year,
23 —so as to read as follows: ■—Section 2. The regis-
24 tered voters of each precinct in said town shall, at
25 the next ensuing annual town election held after the
26 acceptance of this act, and the registered voters of
27 any precinct affected by any revision of precincts
28 shall at the first annual town election following
29 such revision, and conformably to the laws relative to
30 elections not inconsistent with this act, elect by bal-
31 lot from residents of the precinct town meeting
32 members, to the largest number which is divisible
33 by three and which will make the representation of
34 such precinct in the approximate proportion which
35 the number of registered voters therein bears to the
36 total number of registered voters in the town, and
37 which will cause the total elected membership to be
38 as nearly two hundred and forty as may be. The
39 first third in the order of votes received of members
40 so elected shall serve three years, the second third in
41 such order shall serve tw7 o years and the remaining
42 third in such order shall serve one year from the day
43 of such election; and thereafter except as herein
44 provided, at each annual town election the registered
45 voters of each precinct shall, in like manner, elect
46 as town meeting members for the term of three years
47 such number of elected town meeting members as
48 are necessary to give to such precinct the total num-
-49 ber of elected town meeting members to which it
50 is then entitled, and shall, at such election, fill for the
51 unexpired term or terms any vacancies then existing
52 in the number of town meeting members in such
53 precinct.
54 In the case of a tie vote which affects the election
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55 of town meeting members in any precinct otherwise
56 than as to term of office, the members elected from
57 such precinct at the same election shall, by a ma-
-58 jority vote, determine which of the voters receiving
59 such tie vote shall serve as town meeting members
60 from such precinct, and in case of a tie vote affecting
61 the term of office of members elected, the members
62 elected from such precinct at the same election other
63 than those whose terms of office are affected by such
64 tie vote, shall, by a majority vote, determine which
65 member receiving such tie vote shall serve for the
66 longer and which for the shorter term.
67 The town clerk shall, after every election of town
68 meeting members, forthwith notify each member,
69 by mail, of his election.
70 The number of elected town meeting members
71 to which each precinct is entitled for the ensuing
72 year shall be determined by the town clerk between
73 January fifteenth and January twentieth of each
74 year and shall be proportionate to the number of
75 registered voters on January fifteenth of that year.


