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[Senate, No. 511. Offered by Senator Nicholson.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

Resolutions memorializing Congress in Opposition to
Certain Pending Legislation relative to Price Fixing
of Coal.

1 Whereas, There is now pending before the Con-
-2 gress of the United States a bill to provide for govern-
-3 ment price-fixing of coal; and
4 Whereas, The enactment of said bill would in-
-5 evitably be followed by a substantial increase in the
6 cost of coal to American homes and industries; and
7 Whereas, It would be contrary to the public in-
-8 terests for the Congress to pass laws to compel our
9 citizens to pay higher prices for coal than competitive

10 conditions really warrant; and
11 Whereas, There is grave doubt that Congress has
12 power to fix the price of coal, particularly in view of
13 the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
14 States in the recent Guffey Coal Act case, so-called;
15 and that if any such power does exist in Congress it
16 should be used for the protection of the people against
17 excessive charges for coal and not for the purpose of
18 establishing a monopoly for the benefit of a privileged
19 group of coal operators; and
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20 Whereas, The Senate of Massachusetts believes
21 that the enactment of any such measure to fix prices
22 for coal would be but the first step in the enactment
23 of laws to similarly regulate prices of innumerable
24 articles shipped in interstate commerce and that the
25 exercise of any such power would tend to weaken
26 or destroy the power of the States; therefore be it
27 Resolved, That the Senate of Massachusetts re-
-28 spectfully urges the Congress of the United States
29 to reject the aforesaid bill; and be it further
30 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Common-
-31 wealth be directed to send forthwith copies of these
32 Resolutions to the Presiding Officers of both branches
33 of Congress and to the members of Congress from
34 this Commonwealth.

Senate, June 2, 1936.

Adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN, Clerk.


