
No. 529SENATE
To accompany the petition of P. Eugene Casey that provision be

made for the payment by the Blackstone River Valley District of
certain costs in connection with projects constructed by it. Munici-
pal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing that the Blackstone River Valley Dis-
trict shall pay Certain Costs in Connection with Proj-
ects Constructed by it.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and forty-eight
2 of the acts of the current year is hereby amended by
3 striking out section four and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 4- The board may appoint and may at
6 pleasure remove a treasurer and a clerk, who need not
7 be members of the board, and both offices, if the board
8 deems it advisable, may be held by the same person.
9 The treasurer shall give to the board a bond payable

10 to the district with a surety company authorized to
11 transact business in the commonwealth and satisfac-
-12 tory to the board as surety, in such sum as the board
13 may prescribe and conditioned on the faithful perform-
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14 ance of his duties. The clerk shall take oath to faith-
-15 fully and impartially perform his duties. The duties
16 of the treasurer and the clerk shall be those usually
17 appertaining to said offices, respectively, and in addi-
-18 tion such as may from time to time be prescribed by the
19 board. The compensation of the treasurer and of the
20 clerk shall be determined by the board. The board
21 may also appoint and determine the compensation of,
22 and may at pleasure remove, a chief engineer, who shall
23 direct the engineering work and act as executive man-
-24 ager of the district. The compensation of persons
25 appointed under authority of this section and the ex-
-26 penses of land damages, if authorized as hereinafter
27 provided, together with other expenses authorized
28 by this act and not chargeable to the federal govern-
-29 ment, shall be paid by the municipalities of the dis-
-30 trict, except Millville, and shall be considered as a
31 part of the expense of maintenance of the district.
32 The board shall secure convenient quarters for an
33 office and for the keeping of maps, plans, documents
34 and other papers relating to the business of the board.
35 It shall at all times keep full and accurate accounts of
36 its receipts, expenditures, disbursements, assets and
37 liabilities, and shall annually on or before December
38 thirty-first make a written report to the governor and
39 council.

1 Section 2. Section nine of said chapter twm hun-
-2 dred and forty-eight is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing in the second line, after the word “may”, the
4 following: , if authorized as hereafter provided,
5 so that the first sentence will read as follows:
6 Section 9. For any purpose authorized by this act
7 the board, acting on behalf of the district, may, if
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8 authorized as hereafter provided, take by eminent
9 domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General

10 Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, such lands,
11 water courses, rights of way or other easements, prop-
-12 erty and rights therein as it may deem necessary.
13 Any person, corporation or municipality whose prop-
-14 erty has been taken or injured by any action of the
15 board under authority of this act may recover from
16 the district under the provisions of said chapter
17 seventy-nine such damages therefor as he or it may
18 be entitled to. The board may sell at public auction
19 any property, including land, acquired by it here-
-20 under and in its opinion no longer needed in the
21 performance of the powers and duties conferred and
22 imposed upon it by this act, and may from time to
23 time lease any property in its opinion not then needed
24 by it for the purposes of this act. The board may
25 enter upon any lands or waters for the purpose of
26 making surveys, test pits and borings, and may take
27 by eminent domain under said chapter seventy-nine
28 or acquire by purchase or otherwise the right to tem-
-29 porarily occupy any lands necessary for the carrying
30 out of any of said purposes.

1 Section 3. Said chapter two hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by inserting at the
3 end of said section nine the following new paragraph;—
4 In the event that the board deems it necessary, in
5 connection with any project authorized hereunder,
6 to purchase or to take by eminent domain any lands,
7 water courses, rights of way or other easements,
8 property or rights therein, the board shall in writing
9 notify the board of selectmen of each town, and the

10 mayor of each city, in the district, and if a majority
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11 of said boards and mayors approve said purchase or
12 taking in writing then the board may make such tak-
-13 ing or may so purchase in the name and on behalf of
14 the district. For the purpose of this paragraph each
15 board of selectmen and each mayor shall have one
16 vote.

1 Section 4. Section eleven of said chapter two
2 hundred and forty-eight is hereby amended by in-
-3 sorting after the word “district” in the sixth line the
4 words:

,
of any land damages and costs of purchase

5 authorized as hereinbefore provided, so that the
6 first sentence will read as follows; Section 11 . An-
-7 nually before January first the board, on behalf of the
8 district, shall certify to the assessors of each munici-
-9 pality within the district, except Millville, the sum

10 constituting the share of such municipality of the esti-
-11 mated cost for the ensuing year, over and above re-
-12 ceipts of the district, of any land damages and costs of
13 purchase authorized as hereinbefore provided, of the
14 maintenance and operation of the works maintained
15 and operated by the board under authority of this
16 act and also the share of such municipality of any
17 deficit for the then current or any preceding year; and
18 the amount so certified shall be raised by the assessors

19 of such municipality during said ensuing year and
20 shall be paid, not later than November first, into the
21 treasury of the district. Each such municipality,
22 except Millville, shall be annually assessed hereunder
23 such proportion of such cost of maintenance and
24 operation as the board shall determine, based upon
25 the proper proportion of such municipality of the bene-
-26 fit derived by it from the works so maintained and
27 operated hereunder. If any municipality is aggrieved
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28 by an assessment made upon it hereunder, the respec-
-29 tive amounts to be paid by the municipalities of the
30 district, except Millville, shall be determined by three
31 commissioners to be appointed by the supreme judi-
-32 cial court upon the application of such aggrieved
33 municipality and after notice to the other munici-
-34 palities of the district. The award of said commis-
-35 sioners when accepted by said court shall be binding
36 upon the municipalities of the district.

1 Section 5. Said chapter two hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 twelve and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 12. For the purposes of paying the expenses
5 of the construction of the work hereinbefore authorized,
6 the district is hereby empowered to receive from the
7 federal government all sums of money allocated by it
8 for any or all of the purposes of this act, but the board
9 shall have no right to levy upon, or to charge or collect

10 against, any municipality in the district any portion of
11 the cost of such construction. All expenses of construc-
-12 tion, including in said term all costs of plans and sur-

-13 veys, and other necessary items of construction, but
14 excluding compensation authorized by section four
15 and land damages, shall be paid for exclusively out of
16 such federal funds so allocated.
17 Upon the completion of any of such works, the dis-
-18 trict shall thereafter bear the entire expense of the
19 operation and maintenance thereof.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








