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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO A STATE
HIGHWAY OVER THE ROUTE OF THE OLD
MIDDLESEX TURNPIKE, SO-CALLED, FROM
MAPLE STREET IN LEXINGTON TO NORTH
CHELMSFORD, INCLUDING ESTIMATES OF
COST OF SUCH A HIGHWAY.

Department of Public Wore
100 Nashua Street, Boston, Mass., December 2, 1936.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of thetatives of the Com-
’lth of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 71, Re-
solves of 1936, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report relative to a State highway over the
route of the Old Middlesex Turnpike, so-called, from
Maple Street in Lexington to North Chelmsford, includ-
ing estimates of cost.

Chapter 71, Resolves of 1936, follows

CJie Commontoealtf) of e^assacjnisettsi

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to make and prepare surveys, estimates of cost, plans
and specifications for the laying out and construction of a state high-
way extending from a point on Maple street in Lexington through the
towns of Lexington, Burlington, Billerica and Chelmsford, over the
route of the Old Middlesex turnpike, so-called, with connecting links
between the town of Chelmsford and the city of Lowell, and may
expend from sums heretofore appropriated from the Highway Fund
for said department such amounts as may be necessary for the afore-
said purposes. Said department shall report to the general court a
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statement of its estimate of the <
tion of said proposed highway, tc
necessary to provide therefor, by

ist of the laying out and construc-
ether with drafts of any legislation
ling the same with the clerk of the

senate on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current
year, and shall, at the same time, file a copy thereof with the budget

mmissioner.

Authorization was granted in this resolve for the ex-
penditure from sums appropriated from the Highway
Fund of such amounts as may be necessary for the pur-
pose of making surveys, estimates of cost and plans for
this highway.

Reference is made to a report made by this Department
dated November 28, 1934, upon its investigation under
the provisions of chapter 17, Resolves of 1934 (Senate,
No. 90 of 1935), w'hich related to the construction of a
State highway over the route of the Old Middlesex Turn-
pike, from a point in Arlington to North Chelmsford.
Subsequent to this report the General Court passed an
act, chapter 469, Acts of 1935, providing for the construc-
tion of such a State highway, and authorizing and direct-
ing the Department to lay out and construct a highway
from the junction of Lowell Street and Massachusetts
Avenue in Arlington to Chelmsford, with the necessary
connecting link to Lowell. It appears that the list of
towns mentioned in the act through which the highway
would be laid out, omitted the towns of Lexington and
Bedford.

On account of this omission in the act and because the
terminus of the road was therein fixed at Low T ell Street in
Arlington, a recommendation was made to revise the
act. However, the passage of chapter 71, Resolves of
1936, has provided for consideration of a highway having
a terminus at Maple Street in Lexington, and for surveys,
estimates of cost and plans.

The Department’s report therefore conforms to these
requirements.

It is estimated that the cost of construction of a suitable
highway from the intersection of Maple Street and the
Turnpike in Lexington to a point in Chelmsford about
114 miles north of the village of Chelmsford Center,



1937.] No. 35.SENATE 3

would be $5,988,000. This estimate provides for a suit-
able double roadway and layout, with necessary highway
and railroad grade crossing separations, together with a
connection for Lowell as follows:

Estimate.

Length Road Con-
„

Land ...
.

.

(Miles). struction. ridges. Damages. Total.

Maple Street to Lowell:
Lexington . . . . 1,95 $550,000 $lOO,OOO $90,000 $740,000

Burlington . . , . 2.69 620,000 - 40,000 660,000
Bedford 1.29 350,000 40,000 3,000 393,000

Billerica 5.21 1,500,000 175,000 100,000 1,776,000
Chelmsford . . , . 3.05 850,000 320,000 90,000 1,260,000

Totals . . . .14.19 $3,870,000 $635,000 $323,000 $4,828,000

North of Lowell connection:
Chelmsford to Parkhurst Road 2.33 800,000 280,000 80,000 1,160,000

at North Road.
Grand totals . 16.52 $4,670,000 $915,000 $403,000 $5,988,000

Bridges included in estimates given above are as
follows:

Lexington, Woburn Street $lOO,OOO
Bedford, Shawsheen River 40,000
Billerica, Nuttings Pond 15,000
Billerica, Concord Road 40,000
Billerica, Concord River 120 000
Chelmsford, Mill Street 30,000
Chelmsford, junction of Lowell connection .... 80,000
Chelmsford, Billerica Street 50,000
Chelmsford, River Meadow Brook 60,000
Chelmsford, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 100,000

North of Lowell connection;
Chelmsford, River Meadow Brook 40 000
Chelmsford, Billerica Street 60,000
Chelmsford, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 100,000
Chelmsford, Lowell Street 80 000

It may be noted that the estimates of cost as given
above are greater than those submitted in the Depart-
ment’s former report. This increase is due to heavier
construction quantities and greater land damages. The
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fcost of a greater width of the center strip or reservation,
which the Department deems important on major routes,
has increased these estimates of cost.

The Department makes no recommendation for legis-
lation.

Respectfully submitted,

W. F. Callahan,
Commissioner of Public Work

Richard K. Hale,
Frank E. Lyman,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Associate Commission


