
No. 149SENATE
To accompany the petition of Massachusetts State Firemen’s

Association, by Daniel J. Looney, secretary, that provision be made
for a three platoon system, so called, for permanent members of fire
departments in cities and towns. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act providing for a Three Platoon System, So Called,
for Permanent Members of Fire Departments in
Cities and Towns.

1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section fifty-nine D, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 new section, under the heading three platoon sys-

-5 tem : Section 59E. The permanent members of
6 the uniformed fire fighting force in every city and
7 town which accepts this section shall be divided by
8 the fire commissioner, board of fire commissioners,
9 chief engineer, board of engineers, or other officers

10 having charge of the fire fighting force into three
11 bodies or platoons. No one of such platoons, or any
12 member thereof, shall be assigned to more than one
13 tour of duty, which tour of duty shall not exceed
14 eight consecutive hours, and which shifts of tour

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the seme, as follows:
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15 of duty shall take place at midnight, eight o’clock
16 ante meridian and four o’clock post meridian of
17 each consecutive twenty-four hours; provided, that
18 for the purpose of changing tours of duty the number
19 of hours herein stated may be exceeded; and pro-

-20 vided, further, that in case of a conflagration the
21 officer or board having charge of the fire fighting force
22 shall have full authority to summon and keep on
23 duty all members of the fire fighting force while the
24 conflagration continues. Such tours of duty shall
25 be changed at least once in each calendar week. All
26 such members of the fire fighting force shall be en-
-27 titled to at least one day of rest in each calendar
28 week.
29 This section shall not affect any law, ordinance
30 or by-law relative to salary, pensions, annual vaca-
-31 tions or sick or disability leave of absence of the mem-
-32 bers of the fire fighting force in any city or town
33 subject to this section. Sections fifty-six and fifty-
-34 seven shall not apply to the permanent members of
35 the uniformed fire fighting force in any such city or
36 town.
37 All ordinances or by-laws, or parts thereof, affect-
-38 ing the number that may be appointed as members
39 of a fire fighting force, or the meal hours or days off
40 of the members of the fire department of any such
41 city or town, shall have no force after its acceptance
42 becomes effective.
43 Upon petition of not less than ten per cent of the
44 registered voters in any city or town, duly certified
45 by the registrars of voters and filed with the state
46 secretary not less than thirty days before any state
47 election, the state secretary shall cause to be printed
48 upon the official ballot to be used in such city or town
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49 at such state election the following question; "Shall
50 section fifty-nine E of chapter forty-eight of the
51 General Laws, providing for a three platoon system,
52 so called, for permanent members of fire departments
53 in cities and towns, be accepted?” If a majority of
54 the votes cast on the said question in any city or
55 town are in the affirmative, this section shall take
56 effect in such city or town ninety days thereafter.




