
SENATE .... No. 157
To accompany the petition of Frank D. Babcock for legislation to

authorize absent voting at biennial State elections and at regular
city elections in certain cities by certain persons. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act authorizing Absent Voting at Biennial State
Elections and at Regular City Elections in Certain
Cities by Certain Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section ninety-two of chapter fifty-four of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section four of chapter
3 four hundred and four of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty-six, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the tenth and in the thirtieth lines,
6 the words “two municipalities” and inserting in
7 place thereof, in each instance, the words: one
8 municipality, —so as to read as follows: Section
9 92. A voter who has received an official absent

10 voting ballot as provided in section eighty-nine may
11 vote by mailing the same to the city or town clerk,
12 or, if on the day of the biennial state election he will
13 be on the high seas in the prosecution of the business
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14 of fishing or as a mariner, by delivering the same to
15 such clerk. He shall mark said ballot in the presence
16 of an official authorized by law to administer oaths,
17 and of no other person, in a municipality which is
18 separated by at least one municipality from the city
19 or town where the voter is registered, or, if on the
20 day of the biennial state election he will be on the
21 high seas in the prosecution of the business of fish-
-22 ing or as a mariner, he may mark said ballot in the
23 presence of the city or town clerk, and of no other
24 person, in the municipality wherein he is registered.
25 Before marking the ballot he shall exhibit it to said
26 official, who shall satisfy himself that it is unmarked,
27 but he shall not allow said official to see how he
28 marks it. Said official shall hold no communication
29 with the voter, nor he with said official, as to how
30 he is to vote. Thereafter the voter shall enclose and
31 seal the same in the proper envelope provided for by
32 clause (c) of section eighty-seven. He shall then
33 execute before said official the necessary affidavit on
34 said envelope as set forth in said clause (c), and
35 shall enclose and seal the envelope with the ballot
36 in the envelope provided for in clause (d) of said
37 section, endorse thereon his name, address and
38 voting place, and mail the same within the time
39 prescribed in the following section, postage prepaid,
40 at a post office in a municipality which is separated
41 by at least one municipality from the city or town
42 wherein the voter is registered, or, if on the day of the
43 biennial state election he will be on the high seas in
44 the prosecution of the business of fishing or as a

45 mariner, may deliver the same within the time so

46 prescribed to the clerk of the municipality wherein
47 he is registered.


