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To accompany the petition of James G. Reardon for legislation
to make certain changes in the law relative to vocational education
to include distributive occupations, to comply with the federal laws
thereon and to qualify to take advantage of the provisions of said
federal laws. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act making Certain Changes in the Law relative to
Vocational Education to include Distributive Occupa-
tions and to comply with the Provisions of the Amended
Federal Laws thereon, and to qualify to take Advantage
of the Provisions thereof.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter seventy-four
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by adding after the word
4 “education” in the tenth line the following two para-
-5 graphs:
6 “Distributive occupations”, those followed by
7 workers directly engaged in or in direct contact with
8 consumers when distributing to consumers, retailers,
9 jobbers, wholesalers, and others the products of farm

10 and industry; and managing, operating, or conduct-
-11 ing a commercial service or personal service business,

Clie Commontocaltb of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:



SENATE— No. 211. [Jan.2

12 or selling the services of such a business. They do
13 not include clerical occupations such as stenographer,
14 bookkeeper, office clerk, or industrial workers in trans-
-15 portation activities.
16 “Distributive occupations education”, vocational
17 education taught in part time and evening classes to
18 workers engaged in distributive occupations., —by
19 adding after the word “in” in the eleventh line the
20 word: either, and after the word “school” in
21 the eleventh line the words: —or a distributive
22 occupations school, —by inserting after the word
23 “vocational” in the twenty-first line the following
24 new paragraph
25 “Independent distributive occupations school”, a

26 vocational school for developing and improving skills
27 in distributive occupations., by inserting after the
28 word “independent” in the twenty-fourth line the
29 following: distributive occupations, —by insert-
-30 ing after the word “independent” in the thirty-first
31 line the following; distributive occupations, —by
32 inserting a comma after the word “industrial” in the
33 thirty-first line, —by striking out the word “an”

34 after the word “in” in the thirty-ninth line and in-
-35 sorting the following: a distributive occupations,
36 by adding at the end of the paragraph the follow-
-37 ing: except that the time given to instruction of

38 part time or co-operative part time students in dis-

-39 tributive occupations classes shall not exceed each

40 day, week, or other unit of time, the number of hours

41 that the pupils are employed during the same unit of

42 time., so as to read as follows:
43 Section 1. Definitions. The following words, a:

44 used in this chapter, shall have the following mean
45 ings unless the context otherwise requires:
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46 “Agricultural education”, vocational education
47 fitting pupils for occupations connected with agri-
-48 culture,-the care of domestic animals, forestry and
49 other wage earning or productive work on farm land.
50 “Approved”, approved by the commissioner of
51 education as to organization, control, location, equip-
-52 ment, courses of study, qualifications of teachers,
53 methods of instruction, conditions of admission,
54 employment of pupils and expenditures.
55 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of education.
56 “Distributive occupations”, those followed by
57 workers directly engaged in or in direct contact with
58 consumers when distributing to consumers, retailers,
59 jobbers, wholesalers, and others the products of farm
60 and industry; and managing, operating, or conduct-
-61 ing a commercial service or personal service business,
62 or selling the services of such a business. They do not
63 include clerical occupations such as stenographer,
64 bookkeeper, office clerk, or industrial workers in
65 transportation activities.
66 “Distributive occupations education”, vocational
67 education taught in part time and evening classes to
68 workers engaged in distributive occupations.
69 “Evening class”, in either an industrial school or a
70 distributive occupations school, a class giving in-
-71 struction for pupils employed during the working
72 day, and which, to be called vocational, must deal
73 with and relate to the day employment, subject,
74 however, to section one of chapter two hundred and
75 six of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
76 eighteen.
77 “ Household arts education ’’, vocational education
78 fitting pupils for occupations connected with the
79 household.
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80 “Independent agricultural school”, either a dis-
-81 tinctive organization of courses, pupils and teachers
82 designed for agricultural education, or a separate
83 agricultural department in a high school, offering as

84 elective work education in agriculture approved as
85 vocational.
86 “Independent distributive occupations school”, a

87 vocational school for developing and improving skills
88 in distributive occupations.
89 “Independent household arts school”, a vocational
90 school for developing capacity for cooking, housework
91 and other domestic occupations.
92 “Independent distributive occupations, industrial,
93 agricultural or household arts school”, an approved
94 distinctive organization of courses, pupils and teach-
-95 ers for all the types of vocational education herein
96 defined.
97 “Industrial education”, vocational education fit-
-98 ting pupils for trades, crafts, and manufacturing
99 pursuits, including occupations of girls and women

100 in workshops.

101 “Net maintenance sum”, the total sum raised by

102 taxation and expended for maintaining approved
103 local or district independent distributive occupations,
104 industrial, and household arts schools and independ-
-105 ent agricultural schools, other than departments in
106 high schools, less the amount of tuition claims, paid

107 or not, and receipts from the labor of pupils and sale

108 of products; provided, that in the case of Smiths
109 agricultural school there shall be added to the sum

110 raised by local taxation the sum annually received by

111 the city of Northampton from the Smith charities
112 and expended for the maintenance of the school.



SENATE—'No. 211.1937.] 5

113 “Part time class”, a vocational class in a distribu-
-114 tive occupations, industrial, agricultural, or household
115 arts school for pupils giving part of their working time
116 to profitable employment, and part to the class when
117 in session, if the instruction so received is comple-
-118 mentary to the employment except that the time
119 given to instruction of part time or co-operative
120 part time students in distributive occupations classes
121 shall not exceed each day, week, or other unit of
122 time, the number of hours that the pupils are em-
-123 ployed during the same unit of time.
124 “Practical art class”, a separate day or a separate
125 evening class in household and other practical arts.
126 “Vocational education”, education of which the
127 primary purpose is to fit pupils for profitable employ-
-128 ment.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter seventy-
-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding
3 after the word “promote” in the first line the follow-
-4 ing: distributive occupations, so as to read as
5 follows: Section 2. Powers of Commissioner. The
6 commissioner shall investigate and promote dis-
-7 tributive occupations, industrial, agricultural and
8 household arts education, and initiate and superin-

-9 tend the establishment and maintenance of schools
10 for the aforesaid forms of education. He shall super-
-11 vise and approve such schools as provided in sections
12 one to thirty-seven, inclusive.

1 Section 3. Section three of said chapter seventy-
-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding
3 after the word “independent” in the third line the



SENATE — No. 211. [Jan.6

f

4 following: distributive occupations, —so as to
5 read as follows: Section 3. Establishment by
6 Town. Election of trustees. Towns may, through
7 school committees or boards of trustees elected for
8 not more than five years, and known as local trustees
9 for vocational education, establish and maintain

10 independent distributive occupations, industrial,
11 agricultural and household arts schools.

1 Section 4. Section four of said chapter seventy-

-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding

3 after the word “independent” in the first line the

4 following: distributive occupations, —so as to

5 read as follows; Section 4- District Vocational

6 Schools. Independent distributive occupations, in-

-7 dustrial, agricultural and household arts schools may

8 be established and maintained by districts composed

9 of two or more towns, through boards to be known as

10 district trustees for vocational education, consisting

11 either of the chairman and two other members of the

12 school committees of each town, to be appointed by

13 such committees, or of three residents of each, to be

14 elected by the towns.

1 Section 5. Section six of said chapter seventy-

-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding

3 after the word “approved” in the second line the

4 following: —distributive occupations, —so as to

5 read as follows: Section 6. Advisory Committees.

6 Local and district trustees for vocational education,

7 administering approved distributive occupations m-

-8 dustrial, agricultural or household arts schools, shal,

9 under a scheme approved by the commissioner,
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10 appoint advisory committees composed of representa-
-11 lives of local trades, industries and occupations,
12 which shall consult with and advise the trustees or
13 other officials managing and supervising such schools.

1 Section 6. Section seven of said chapter seventy-
-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding
3 after the word “independent” in the second line the
4 following: distributive occupations, —so as to
5 read as follows; Section 7. Admission of Non-
-6 Resident Pupils. Residents of towns in the common-
-7 wealth not maintaining approved independent dis-
-8 tributive occupations, industrial, agricultural or
9 household arts schools offering the type of education

10 desired, or children placed in such a town by the
11 commissioner of public welfare or by the trustees of
12 the Massachusetts training schools, may, in the sole
13 discretion of the commissioner,' be admitted to a
14 school in another town. In making his decision, the
15 commissioner shall take into consideration the oppor-
-16 tunities for free vocational training where the appli-
-17 cant resides, the financial status of such place, the
18 age, sex, preparation, aptitude and previous record
19 of the applicant, and other relevant circumstances.

1 Section 7. Section nine of said chapter seventy-
-2 four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding
3 after the word “independent” in the third line the
4 following; distributive occupations, —so as to
5 read as follows: Section 9. Reimbursement for
6 Maintenance of Certain Schools. The commonwealth
7 shall annually pay one half the net maintenance sum
S to towns maintaining approved local or district inde-
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9 pendent distributive occupations, industrial, agri-
-10 cultural or household arts schools, except agricultural
11 departments in high schools.

1 Section 8. Section thirteen of said chapter
2 seventy-four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 adding after the word "classes” in the second line the
4 following sentence: Independent distributive occu-
-5 pations schools may offer instruction in part time and
6 evening classes only., so as to read as follows:
7 Section 13. Day, Part Time and Evening Classes.
8 Independent industrial, agricultural and household
9 arts schools may offer instruction in day, part time

10 and evening classes. Independent distributive ce-
ll cupations schools may offer instruction in part time
12 and evening classes only. Attendance upon such day
13 or part time classes shall be restricted to those over
14 fourteen years of age; and upon such evening classes,
15 to those over sixteen years of age.

1 Section 9. Section nineteen of said chapter
2 seventy-four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out after the word “the” in the first line the
4 words “federal board for” and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: office of education, division
6 of, and adding after the word “seventeen” in the
7 third line the following: and the amendments and
8 additions thereto, by adding after the word “agri-
-9 culture” in the fourth line the following: distribu-

10 tive occupations, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-11 Hon 19. Co-operation with Federal Vocational Edu-
-12 cational Board. The commissioner shall co-operate
13 with the office of education, division of vocational
14 education, in the administration of the act of con-
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15 gross, approved February twenty-third, nineteen
16 hundred and seventeen, and the amendments and
17 additions thereto, relating to vocational education in
18 agriculture, distributive occupations, household arts,
19 and trades and industries, and secure for the com-
-20 monwealth the benefits thereof.

1 Section 10. Section twenty-one of said chapter
2 seventy-four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “act” in the second and fifth
4 lines and inserting in place thereof the word: acts,
s—soas to read as follows: Section 21. Disposal
6 of Federal Funds. Subject to the following section,
7 the funds received under said acts of congress men-
-8 tioned in section nineteen shall be paid out, on requisi-
-9 tion of the commissioner, as reimbursement for ex-

-10 penses already incurred, to approved schools and
11 classes entitled to receive them under said acts.

1 Section 11. Section twenty-two of said chapter
2 seventy-four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “act” in the second line and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: acts, and
5 adding after the word “teachers” in the tenth line
6 the following: , and (5) for travel as provided for
7 under the acts of congress, so as to read as follows:

Section 22. Powers of Commissioner in Disposal
9of Federal Funds. The commissioner may use the

10 funds received under said acts of congress mentioned
11 in section nineteen as supplementary to state aid for
12 salaries of teachers of vocational subjects in schools
13 complying therewith. He may also use such funds
14 (1) for salaries of teachers giving types of training
15 selected by him as especially needing stimulus: or




