
SENATE .... No. 347
To accompany the petition of Elbert A. Harvey and Robert Wood

Coe for the incorporation of The Board of Home Missions of the
Congregational and Christian Churches. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act to incorporate The Board of Home Missions of
the Congregational and Christian Churches.

1 Section 1. Thomas P. Alder of New Jersey,
2 John C. Blackman of Wyoming, William C. Boult
3 of New York, Ronald Bridges of Maine, Irene K.
4 Brown of California, Charles W. Case of New York,
5 Raymond G. Clark of Ohio, Robert W. Coe of
6 Massachusetts, Edward W. Cross of New York,
7 Edith M. Dabb of New York, William F. Frazier
8 of Connecticut, Philip E. Gregory of Minnesota,
9 Joel W. Harper of Washington, Elbert A. Harvey

10 of Massachusetts, Alfred H. Hauser of New Jersey,
11 Margaret G. Hayes of New York, Jacob L. Hirning
12 of Illinois, Harding R. Hogan of Wisconsin, Martha
13 A. Horning of Kansas, Mary W. Jewett of New
14 York, Caesar S. Ledbetter of South Carolina, Oscar
15 E. Maurer of Connecticut, Kate K. Newman of
16 Pennsylvania, William W. Patton of New Jersey,
17 Mary C. Peters of Connecticut, Warren W. Pickett

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Ct je Commontoealti) of Q^assacbusetts
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18 of Michigan, Josabel L. Read of lowa, Hibbard
19 Richter of Massachusetts, Louise G. Rounds of New
20 Jersey, Fred W. Rust of Massachusetts, Helen C.
21 Ryerson of New York, Katherine T. Schroeder of
22 Maine, Theodore M. Shipherd of Connecticut, Harley
23 H. Short of Indiana, H. Shelton Smith of North
24 Carolina, Robert S. Smith of Connecticut, Philip S.
25 Suffern of New Jersey, Chester A. Thomas of Penn-
-26 sylvania, Laura H. Wild of Massachusetts and Percy
27 R. Ziegler of Massachusetts, together with such
28 others as may be hereafter associated with or suc-

-29 ceed them, are hereby constituted a body corporate
30 by the name of “The Board of Home Missions of
31 the Congregational and Christian Churches.”

1 Section 2. The objects of said corporation shall
2 be exclusively charitable, educational and literary,
3 as follows:
4 First: To conduct missionary and educational
5 operations, and diffuse a knowledge of the Holy
6 Scriptures, in the United States and in other coun-

-7 tries, and promote Christian civilization by endow-
-8 ing, assisting or establishing academic, collegiate, or

9 theological institutions of learning therein, and assist-
-10 ing persons of either sex seeking an education.
11 Second: To establish, aid and promote churches,
12 Sunday schools, Bible schools and kindred institu-
-13 tions, either directly or through other corporations
14 having similar objects in the United States and in
15 other countries.
16 Third: To promote the building of meeting-houses,
17 parsonages and other buildings by the Congrega-
-18 tional and Christian churches of the United States
19 and its possessions.
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Fourth: To secure, hold, manage and distribute
funds for the relief of needy Congregational and
Christian ministers and the needy families of de-
ceased Congregational and Christian ministers, in
accordance with resolutions and declarations adopted
or made, from time to time, by the General Council
of the Congregational and Christian Churches of
the United States, or by any body which may suc-
ceed to the present functions of that council.
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Fifth: To publish, purchase, sell, circulate and
distribute, in such manner as they shall deem expe-
dient, any and all publications, books, tracts, papers
or periodicals, calculated to promote good morals
and pure Christianity and the spread and extension
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Sixth: And in general to extend the gospel and
the means of Christian education, and to do and
promote charitable and Christian work for the ad-
vancement of the general interests of the Congre-
gational and Christian churches in the United States
and elsewhere; and said corporation may co-operate
with any other societies or agencies under the charge
and control of churches of the Congregational and
Christian order in the United States.
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1 Section 3. The said corporation shall have power
2 to take over, carry on and/or conduct (a) the work
3 or any part of the work now or heretofore carried
4 on by The American Missionary Association, a cor-
-5 poration existing under the laws of the state of
6 New York and incorporated under chapter three
7 hundred and fifty-eight of the laws of eighteen hun-
-8 dred and sixty-two, as amended by chapter seven
9 hundred and ninety-six of the laws of eighteen hun-
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dred and seventy-one, chapter fifty-two of the laws
of eighteen hundred and eighty-six, chapter three
hundred and ninety-five of the laws of eighteen
hundred and eighty-nine, chapter three hundred
and forty-one of the laws of nineteen hundred and
seventeen, (5) the work or any part of the work
now or heretofore carried on by The Congregational
Church Building Society, a corporation existing
under the laws of the state of New York and incor-
porated under an “Act for the Incorporation of
Benevolent, Charitable, and Missionary Societies”
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20
April twelfth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight,

whose charter was amended by chapter three of
the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-one, which
corporation was allowed to assume its name at
present used by an order of the supreme court of
the state of New York, entered on the ninth day
of May, eighteen hundred and ninety-two, (c) the
work or any part of the work now or heretofore
carried on by The Congregational Home Missionary
Society, a corporation existing under the laws of
the state of New York and incorporated under chap-
ter twenty-one of the laws of eighteen hundred and
seventy-one, as amended by chapter fifty-three of
the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety, chapter
seventy-six of the laws of eighteen hundred and
ninety-three, chapter four hundred and ninety-eight
of the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-six and
chapter four hundred and thirty-seven of the laws
of eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, (d) the work
or any part of the work now or heretofore carried
on by The Congregational Sunday School Extension
Society, a corporation existing under the laws of the
state of New York and incorporated under the Mem-
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44 bership Corporations Law under a charter bearing

45 date December nineteenth, nineteen hundred and
46 seventeen, (e) the work or any part of the work now

47 or heretofore carried on by the Congregational Edu-
-48 cation Society, a corporation existing under the
49 laws of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, under
50 chapter sixty-one of the acts of eighteen hundred
51 and sixteen of the general court of this common-

-52 wealth, and chapter eighty-three of the acts of
53 eighteen hundred and nineteen, chapter two hundred
54 and eighty-five of the acts of eighteen hundred and
55 seventy-two, chapter fifty-eight of the acts of eighteen
56 hundred and seventy-four, chapter one hundred and
57 twenty of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-58 three, chapter eighty-one of the acts of eighteen
59 hundred and ninety-four and chapter one hundred
60 and forty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
61 seven, (/) the work or any part of the work now or
62 heretofore carried on by the Congregational Pub-
-63 lishing Society, a corporation existing under the
64 laws of the commonwealth of Massachusetts under
65 the provisions of chapter twenty-nine of the acts
66 of eighteen hundred and forty-one, chapter seventy-
-67 eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and fifty,
68 chapter eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and
69 fifty-four, chapter thirty-one of the acts of eighteen
70 hundred and fifty-seven, chapter forty-three of the
71 acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, chapter
72 two hundred and seventy-two of the acts of eighteen
73 hundred and seventy and chapter nineteen of the
74 acts of eighteen hundred and eighty-three, (g) the
75 work or any part of the work now or heretofore car-
-76 ried on by The Congregational Board of Ministerial
77 Relief, a corporation incorporated by and existing
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under the laws of the general assembly of the state
of Connecticut, and the laws of that assembly
passed at the session in January, eighteen hundred
and eighty-five, which charter was amended at said
assembly under dates of May twenty-fifth, eighteen
hundred and ninety-three, March twenty-seventh,
nineteen hundred and seven, and May twenty-
fourth, nineteen hundred and thirty-three; and,
if said General Council of the Congregational and
Christian Churches, or a successor body, shall here-
after so recommend, may take over, acquire and
become possessed of and invested with all, or any
part, of the property and assets now owned, pos-
sessed, held and/or administered by the said The
American Missionary Association, The Congrega-
tional Church Building Society, The Congregational
Home Missionary Society, The Congregational Sun-
day School Extension Society, the Congregational
Education Society, the Congregational Publishing
Society and The Congregational Board of Minis-
terial Relief, expressly subject as to all said property
and assets of the said societies, and each of them,
and as to each and every part of said property and
assets, to all and every the terms, conditions, stipu-
lations, restrictions, reservations and provisions, of
any and all wills, trusts, gifts, grants and contracts
relating to or in anywise affecting the property and
assets, so far as the same are now, or may become
subject to or affected thereby, which shall be strictly
and completely observed, fulfilled, discharged and
complied with by the corporation hereby created,
when and after, and from time to time as, it shall
have duly acquired and become possessed of such
property and assets, provided, however, that noth-
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112 ing herein contained shall authorize the corporation

113 hereby created to engage in any activity not em-

-114 braced within the objects of said corporation as set

115 out in section two of this act or to take over or hold

116 any property for any purpose not within the scope

117 of said objects. Notwithstanding such conveyances
118 and transfers to the corporation hereby created all
119 and singular the obligations of the said corporations
120 so conveying their property shall remain in full
121 force and the corporation hereby created shall be
122 liable upon all contracts made by each of said con-

-123 veying corporations to the extent of the value of
124 the property applicable to the discharge of its obli-
-125 gations, received from such conveying corporation.

1 Section 4. The said corporation is hereby au-
-2 thorized to accept and receive the assignment,
3 transfer, conveyance, setting over and delivery of
4 all or any portion of the property, estates and rights
5 of any and every description held or enjoyed, or
6 which may hereafter be held or enjoyed by said
7 The American Missionary Association, The Congre-
-8 gational Church Building Society, The Congrega-
-9 tional Home Missionary Society, The Congrega-

-10 tional Sunday School Extension Society, the Con-
-11 gregational Education Society, the Congregational
12 Publishing Society and The Congregational Board
13 of Ministerial Relief, or any of said corporations, or
14 to which they now are or any of them now is, or
15 they or any of them may hereafter become entitled,
16 by virtue of any grant, gift, bequest or devise or
17 otherwise, howsoever, and in respect of any and all
18 such property, estates and rights if and wdien, and
19 from time to time as, the same are assigned, trans-
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ferred, conveyed, set over and delivered to it by said
corporations respectively, shall have, hold, use and
enjoy the same corporate powers, franchises, and
privileges as those which in respect thereof are now
held, used and enjoyed by said corporations respec-
tively; and the corporation hereby created shall
have, hold, use and enjoy all the property, estates
and rights which may be so assigned, transferred,
conveyed, set over and delivered by said corpora-
tions respectively in the same manner and to the
same extent as said corporations by which the same
may be so assigned, transferred, conveyed, set over
and delivered to it might respectively have done,
and shall be entitled to receive, sue for and recover
all legacies, devises, bequests, gifts, and property
which have heretofore been or may hereafter be
made or given to said corporations, or any of them,
if and when, and from time to time as, the same are
by them respectively so assigned, transferred, con-
veyed, set over and delivered, provided, however,
and it is hereby expressly declared that the corpo-
ration created by this act shall receive and hold said
property, estates and rights, legacies, devises, be-
quests and gifts, upon the same respective trusts,
and for the same respective uses and purposes only,
as the same are or otherwise would be held by the
respective corporations by which the same may be
so assigned, transferred, conveyed, set over and
delivered to it, provided, however, that nothing
herein contained shall authorize the corporation
hereby created to receive or hold property which is
subject to any limitation or condition not consistent
with the objects of said corporation as set out in
section two of this act.
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1 Section 5. In addition to the properties and

2 assets of said corporations mentioned in the pre-

-3 ceding sections of this act, which the corporation
4 hereby created is hereby authorized and empowered
5 to acquire, become possessed of and administer, the
6 said corporation hereby created shall have the power
7 and authority in law to take, receive, accept, pur-

-8 chase or otherwise acquire, hold, properly adminis-
-9 ter and dispose of property, real and/or personal,
10 of any and every kind, which at any time and from
11 time to time may be given, devised, bequeathed,
12 conveyed, sold, transferred, assigned, set over or

13 delivered to it in connection with, or for, or in fur-
-14 therance of, the purposes and objects to be served
15 and accomplished by its creation or any of them,
16 in so far as the same may be properly asserted and
17 exercised by it, and may not be inconsistent wuth
18 the constitution and laws of the commonwealth of
19 Massachusetts, and in accordance with the terms,
20 conditions, stipulations, restrictions, reservations and
21 provisions of any and all wills, trusts, gifts, grants
22 and contracts, relating to or affecting any of the
23 properties, real or personal, of which it may become
24 possessed.

1 Section 6. Persons other than those named in
2 section one of this act may be admitted to member-
-3 ship in said corporation, either in addition to the
4 persons so named or in succession to them, in such
5 manner and upon such conditions as its by-laws
6 may prescribe. Its business and affairs shall be
7 managed and conducted by a board of directors
8 (hereinafter referred to as the board) consisting of
9 forty members of said corporation. Until their sue-
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10 cessors are elected in such manner as may be pre-
-11 scribed by the by-laws, the persons named in said
12 section one shall constitute said board.

1 Section 7. The board from its members may an-
-2 nually elect an executive committee of not less than
3 fifteen in number. Said executive committee shall
4 possess and exercise all such powers and functions
5 of the board as shall be from time to time delegated
6 to it by the latter. The work of the board shall be
7 conducted by and through such organization, with
8 such administrative officers, who need not be mem-
-9 bers of the board, as the board may from time to

10 time provide. Said board shall meet at least an-
il nually at such place, within or without the com-
-12 monwealth of Massachusetts, as it may determine.

1 Section 8. The said corporation may hold real
2 and personal estate in any amount, which estate or
3 its income shall be devoted to the purposes set
4 forth in this charter, or in any amendment thereof.

1 Section 9. The principal office of the corpora-
-2 tion shall be at the city of Boston, but its annual
3 or special meetings may be held within or without
4 the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






