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Senate, March 30, 1937.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the House Bill relative to sending notices
to interested parties in connection with objections to
nominations for State offices (House, No. 86), report
recommending that the same be amended by substitut-
ing therefor a new draft entitled “An Act relative to the
Transmission to the State Ballot Law Commission of
Objections to Nominations for State Offices and to
sending Notices of Such Objections to Interested Parties”
(Senate, No. 369), and that, when so amended, the same
will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.

Cfte Commontoealtl) of
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Transmission to the State Ballot
Law Commission of Objections to Nominations for
State Offices and to Sending Notices of Such Objections
to Interested Parties.

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 eleven, as most recently amended by section three of
4 chapter seventy-seven of the acts of the current year,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following:—
6 Section 11. When certificates of nomination and
7 nomination papers have been filed, and are in ap-
-8 parent conformity with law, they shall be valid unless
9 written objections thereto are made. Such objections

10 shall be filed as to state offices with the state secre-
-11 tary, and as to city or town offices with the city or
12 town clerk, and in the case of state offices within the
13 seventy-two week day hours, in the case of city
14 offices, except where city charters provide otherwise,
15 within the forty-eight week day hours, and in the
16 case of town offices within the twenty-four week day
17 hours, succeeding five o’clock in the afternoon of the
18 last day fixed for filing the certificate of nomination
19 or nomination papers to which objections are made.

Ctie Commontocaltl) of e^assadbusetts

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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20 Objections so filed with the state secretary shall
21 forthwith be transmitted by him to the state ballot
22 law commission. This section shall be in force in any
23 city or town which accepts section one hundred and
24 three A of chapter fifty-four, any special provision of
25 law to the contrary notwithstanding.

1 Section 2. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby
2 amended by striking out section twelve, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: -

5 Section 12. Objections to nominations for state
6 offices, and all other questions relating thereto, shall
7 be considered by the state ballot law commission; to
8 nominations for city offices, except in Boston, by
9 the board of registrars, the city clerk and the city

10 solicitor; and to nominations for town offices, by
11 the board of registrars.
12 Boards in cities and towns may, at hearings on
13 such objections and questions, summon witnesses,
14 administer oaths and require the production of books
15 and papers. Such witnesses shall be summoned in
16 the same manner, be paid the same fees, and be sub-
-17 j'ect to the same penalties for default, as witnesses
18 in civil cases before the courts. A summons may be
19 signed, and an oath may be administered by any
20 member of such board, and the decision of the board
21 shall be final.
22 When such objection has been filed, and, in the
23 case of an objection to nomination for a state office,
24 transmitted to the state ballot law commission,
25 notice thereof shall be forthwith mailed by said com-
-26 mission, or by the city or town clerk, as the case may
27 be, to the candidates affected thereby, addressed to
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28 their residences as given in the certificates of nomi-
-29 nation or nomination papers, and to any party com-
-30 mittee interested in the nomination to which ob-
-31 jection is made.
32 If more candidates bearing the same designation
33 are nominated for an office, otherwise than by nomi-
-34 nation papers, than are to be elected thereto, such
35 boards shall determine the candidates, if any, entitled
36 to such designation.


