
SENATE 416

To accompany the petition of Joseph R. Cotton for legislation to
further extend the powers and duties of the special commission on

taxation and public expenditures. Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

Resolve further extending the Powers and Duties of the
Special Commission on Taxation and Public Expendi-
tures.

1 Resolved, That for the purposes of the investiga-
-2 tion and study directed to be made by the Special
3 Commission on Taxation and Public Expenditures
4 under chapter three of the resolves of the current
5 year, and resolves in amendment thereof and in addi-
-6 tion thereto, the commission may request and re-
-7 quire of officials of the commonwealth or its sub-
-8 divisions such information, data and compilations
9 thereof within their custody and control as it may

10 deem reasonably necessary for the proper conduct
11 of its investigation and study, and such officials shall
12 furnish to the commission such information, data
13 and compilations, whether or not they are open to
14 public inspection under any provision of law, when
15 so requested or required. As to said information,
16 data and compilations the commission shall have the
17 same powr ers and duties as the official having original
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18 custody and control thereof. Any member of the
19 commission may issue a summons and may adminis-

-20 ter oaths to witnesses. Such a summons shall be
21 served in the same manner as summonses for wit-
-22 nesses in civil cases in the superior court, except that
23 fees of witnesses for attendance and travel need not
24 be paid nor tendered to them prior to their attend-
-25 ance, and shall be paid by the commonwealth upon
26 the certificate of the commission or any member
27 thereof filed with the comptroller. Any justice of
28 the supreme judicial court may, upon application of
29 the attorney general at the request of the commission,
30 compel the attendance of witnesses summoned as
31 aforesaid, the giving of testimony and the production
32 of books, records, contracts and papers duly required
33 before the commission in furtherance of its investiga-
-34 tion and study. The commission may travel within
35 and without the commonwealth. In addition to any
36 sums appropriated, the commission may receive and
37 expend for the aforesaid purposes such moneys, and
38 may accept such services, as it may obtain by gift
39 or grant from the federal government or from any
40 other source.


