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Executive Department.

Senate and House of RepresentativeTo the He

I return herewith without my approval Senate Bill
401, entitled, “An Act exempting Certain Dealers in
Certain Fuel Oil from the Provisions of Law relating to
Hawkers and Pedlers”.

This legislation aims to change the existing law by en-
larging the class of persons exempt from license require-
ments. It exempts dealers engaged in supplying fuel oil
for heating or cooking purposes. Apparently the reason-
ing used in exempting the licensing of pedlers of fuel oil
is that fuel oil is regarded as a necessity of life.

If this exemption is granted, it might well be argued
that kindling wood and coal are likewise necessities of life
and an application for further exemptions from the law of
these commodities might very well be maintained. The
said exemptions could be adopted on the same reasoning.
Also, it could be argued that food and provisions are
necessities of life and the exemption from license require-
ments of the pedling of these commodities might also be
sought. In the event that these further exemptions were
to be accomplished, then this, in effect, would make null
and void the existing statute regulating the pedling of
these articles.

In addition to the above reasons for not signing this
bill, there is also the very pertinent element of revenue
that enters into the situation.

It is a recognizable fact that the expenses of the Com-
monwealth, because of the enlargement of its activities,
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are increasing with the years. Revenue must be had
with which to pay these expenses. This bill, if enacted
into law, and if further exemptions were made in keeping
with the spirit of the bill, then the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as well as the cities and towns, would be
definitely deprived of certain revenues.

By way of illustration, I am informed that from the
period of March 1, 1936 to March 1, 1937, 1,021 li-
censes were issued to hawkers and pedlers of fuel oil,
which produced a revenue to the Commonwealth of
$10,919 and to the various cities and towns where the
licensees operated of $17,420, and to the several counties
of $228. As this business is steadily increasing, these
figures are not properly representative of future revenues.

If the signing of this legislation precipitated petitions
for legislation for the exemption of pedlers of other com-
modities, then the revenue from such source amounting
annually to $125,000, which is distributed between the
Commonwealth and the cities and towns, would repre-
sent a sizeable revenue which is needed.

Therefore, I am accordingly returning to your Honor-
able Bodies this bill, without my signature.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.


