
Senate, May 25, 1937.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Senate Resolve providing for an investiga-
tion and study by a special commission relative to certain
problems in the Merrimack Valley, so called (Senate, No.
384), report recommending that the same ought to pass,
with an amendment substituting therefor a new draft
with the same title (Senate, No. 450).

For the committee,

ARTHUR W. HOLLIS.

SENATE No. 450
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and. Thirty-Seven.

Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by
a Special Commission relative to Certain Problems in
the Merrimack Valley, so called.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to
2 consist of the commissioner of public health, the
3 commissioner of the department of public utilities,
4 the commissioner of public works, or a representa-
-5 tive to be designated, in each instance, by such com-
-6 missioner, and the chairman of the state planning
7 board, is hereby established for the purpose of making
8 an investigation and study relative to certain prob-
-9 lems existing within the territory of the cities and

10 towns of Amesbury, Andover, Chelmsford, Dracut,
11 Groveland, Haverhill, Lawrence, Lowell, Merrimac,
12 Methuen, Newbury, Newburyport, North Andover,
13 Salisbury, Tewksbury, Tyngsboro and West New-
-14 bury, commonly known as the Merrimack valley.
15 Said commission shall, with respect to said territory,
16 consider the following problems and matters;

17 (a) Transportation service and facilitie
18 (b) Traffic conditions;

19 (c) Establishment and operation of a sewerage
20 district;

21 (d) Disposal of waste and refuse;
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22 (e) Purification of the waters of the Merrimack
23 river:
24 (/) The improvement of roads, highways and
25 bridges and the improvement and beautification of
26 roadsides;

27 (g) The improvement of waterways, particularly
28 the Merrimack river with a view to making said river
29 navigable;
30 (h) Water supply
31 (i) Acquisition and improvement of recreational
32 facilities, including the construction of bath houses
33 and beaches;

34 (j) Acquisition of sites for parks, playgrounds, out-
-35 ing groves and camping facilities and providing for
36 winter sports;
37 (k) Stocking of waterways for fishing;
38 (I) Flood control of the waters of the Merrimack
39 river;

40 (m) Soil erosion and conservation; and
41 (n) General improvement of natural resource
42 Said commission shall also consider the subject
43 matter of current house document numbered fourteen
44 hundred and twenty-one, relative to the establishment
45 of the Merrimack Valley District and the Merrimack
46 Valley District Commissioners. Said board shall con-

-47 fer with local planning agencies with regard to such
48 of said problems and matters being investigated and
49 studied by it as it may deem necessary or advisable.
50 It shall recommend the method of carrying into effect
51 and financing projects recommended by it and shall
52 make such maps, plans and estimates of cost as may

53 be nece
commission shall report to the general court54

55 the result of its investigation and study hereunder
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56 and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
t> i of legislation necessary to carry said recommenda-
-58 tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of
59 the senate on or before the first Wednesday of Decem-
-60 ber in the current year.


