
SENATE No. 76

To accompany the petition of Henry R. Shapley that provision be
made for the establishment of a board of registration of architects and
for regulation of the practice of architecture. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act providing for the establishment of a board
OF REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS AND FOR THE REGU-
LATION OF THE PRACTICE OF ARCHITECTURE.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end,
3 under the caption board of registration of archi-
-4 tects, the following four new sections;
5 Section I+s. There shall be a board of registration
6 of architects, in this and the following three sec-
-7 tions called the board, to be appointed by the
8 governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
-9 cil, for terms of five years from the first day of

10 January following their appointment and to con-
-11 sist of five members, citizens of the commonwealth,
12 each of whom shall have been engaged in the prac-
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13 tice or teaching of architecture for a period of ten
14 years or more prior to his appointment, and, except

in cases of members originally appointed to the15
board, shall be a registered architect. As the term16
of office of a member of the board expires, his suc-17
cessor shall be appointed by the governor, with like18
advice and consent, to serve for five years. Each19
member shall continue to serve until the appoint-20
ment and qualification of his successor. The gov-21

22 ernor may also, with like advice and consent, fill
any vacancy in the board for the unexpired portion23
of the term.24

Section I+6. Not more than one member of the25
board shall be a stockholder or owner of any inter-26

27 est in, or be a member of the faculty or board of
trustees or other governing board of, or be an officer28
of any school or college in which architecture is29
taught. The board shall have power to compel the30
attendance of witnesses and to take testimony and31
proofs concerning all matters within its jurisdiction.32

33 The board may make such rules, not inconsistent
34 with law, as it may deem necessary in the perform-

ance of its duties35
36 Section I+7 . Each member of the board shall re-

37 ceive fifteen dollars for each day or portion thereof
38 spent in the performance of his official duties, ir
39 eluding necessary travel; provided, that the total

sum paid to any member thereof shall not exceed40
one thousand dollars in any one year; and, in addi-41

42 tion, all proper travelling and incidental expenses
actually incurred by him in carrying out sections43

44 eighty-seven KK to eighty-seven YY, inclusive, of
45 chapter one hundred and twelve. The board may

46 appoint such clerks as may be necessary; provided,
that the salaries and expenses of the members of the47
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48 board and its employees, and the expenses of the
49 board, shall not be in excess of the receipts for
50 registration and from other sources received by the
51 state treasurer from the board.
52 Section 48. The board shall hold regular meet-
-53 ings on the first Tuesdays of January, May and
54 October in each year, and such additional meetings
55 as conditions may require. At the regular meeting
56 in January it shall annually organize by choice
57 from its membership of a president and other offi-
-58 cers, and shall establish by-laws and regulations for
59 the conduct of its business. The board shall have
60 a common seal, and the members thereof may ad-
-61 minister oaths.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section eighty-seven JJ, inserted therein by sec-
-4 tion two of chapter four hundred and twenty-eight of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, under
6 the caption registration of architects, the fol-
-7 lowing fifteen new sections:
8 Section 87KK. The following words as used in
9 the following fourteen sections, unless the context

10 otherwise requires, shall have the following mean-
-11 ings:—

12 “Architect”, any person who engages in the prac-
-13 tice of architecture as hereinafter defined.
14 “Board”, the board of registration of architects
15 established by section forty-five of chapter thirteen.
16 “Certificate of registration”, certificate of regis-
-17 tration, or certificate of annual registration, issued
18 by the board.
19 “Practice of architecture”, performing or holding
20 one’s self out as being able to perform the profes-



SENATE — No. 76. [Jan.4

d

*

21 sional services of planning, design, and responsible
supervision of construction in connection with pub-
lic or private building structure or project.

22
23
24 “Principal”, any person who has been the head

of an organization practicing architecture.25
26 Section 87LL. On and after January first, nine-

teen hundred and thirty-nine, no person shall use
the title architect or any title, sign, card or device
to indicate that he is practicing architecture or is an
architect, unless he is registered or licensed by the
board and complies with the pertinent provisions
of sections eighty-seven KK to eighty-seven YY,
inclusive.

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Section S7MM. Said sections eighty-seven KK
to eighty-seven YY, inclusive, shall not prohibit or
control the practice of engineering or apply to any
engineer, in the commonwealth; provided, that such
person does not use the designation architect, archi-
tectural, or architecture unless registered under
said sections; nor shall such sections prohibit em-
ployees of architects registered under said sections
from acting under the instruction, control or super-
vision of their employers; nor shall such sections
apply to the supervision by builders, or superin-

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

tendents employed by such builders, of buildings
or structures.

45
46

Section 87NN. Every holder of a certificate of
registration or temporary license as an architect
shall display it in a conspicuous place in his prin-
cipal office, or place of business or employment
within the commonwealth.

47
48
49
50
51

Section 8700. Every registered architect shall
have a seal, approved and supplied by the board.
All working drawings and specifications prepared

52
53
54
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55 by such registered architect, or under his super-
56 vision, shall be stamped with an impression of said
57 seal.
58 Section 87PP. On and after the first day of Jan-
59 uary, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, no officer,
60 board, commission or department of the common-
61 wealth, or of any county, city, town or district
62 thereof, charged with the enforcement of laws, ordi-
63 nances or regulations relating to the construction
64 or alteration of buildings or structures, except as
65 exempted under any provisions of sections eighty-
66 seven KK to eighty-seven YY, inclusive, shall ac-
67 cept or approve any plans or specifications unles:
68 they are signed with the author’s full name, address,
69 and title
70 Section 87QQ. Any citizen of the United States
71 or any person who has duly declared his intention
72 of becoming such citizen and taken out his first
73 papers, who is at least twenty-five years of age and
74 of good moral character may apply for registration
75 under sections eighty-seven KK to eighty-seven YY,
76 inclusive.
77 Except as otherwise provided in section
78 and , every person applying to the board
79 prior to January first, nineteen hundred and forty-
80 one, with his application for registration shall sub-
-81 mit evidence satisfactory to the board that he has
82 satisfactorily completed a four-year high school
83 course of study approved by the board, or the equiv-
-84 alent thereof as determined by the board, and that
85 he satisfactorily completed thereafter at least two
86 years of study in an institution, approved by the
87 board as maintaining satisfactory standards, con-
-88 ferring the degree of bachelor of arts or science, or
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89 the equivalent as determined by the board, and
90 shall, in addition, submit evidence satisfactory to
91 the board of at least five years’ practical experience
92 in the office of a reputable architect. The board
93 shall thereupon examine him in such technical and
94 professional subjects as are prescribed by it. Each
95 written examination may be supplemented by such
96 oral examination as the board may determine.
97 Except as otherwise provided in sections
98 and

,
every person applying to the board

99 subsequent to January first, nineteen hundred and

and
,

every person applying to the board
subsequent to January first, nineteen hundred and
forty-one, for registration as an architect shall be
required to pass an examination prescribed by the
board. The board may accept in lieu of such ex-
amination, a certificate of qualification issued by
the National Council of Architectural Registration
Boards. The board may exempt from any examina-
tion herein prescribed an architect duly licensed or
registered in any other state or political subdivision
of the United States. Any person who has lawfully
practiced architecture outside the commonwealth
for a period of more than ten years may be registered
by the board upon passing an oral examination, the
character of which shall be determined by the board.

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
no
11l
112

Section 87RR. Any person of good moral char-
acter who is a citizen of the United States or who
has duly declared his intention of becoming such
citizen and taken out his first papers, upon presenta-
tion to the board of satisfactory proof that he was

engaged as principal in the gainful practice of archi-
tecture as his chief occupation for a period of five
years or more prior to January, nineteen hundred
and thirty-eight, shall be given a certificate of
registration.

113
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Prior to January first, nineteen hundred and
forty-one, any person of good moral character who
is a citizen of the United States or who has duly
declared his intention of becoming such citizen and
taken out his first papers, who has been engaged in
the gainful practice of architecture in the employ
of a practicing architect for a period of ten years
prior to the date of his application for registration,
may be registered by the board as an architect upon
passing an oral examination, the character of which
shall be determined by the board.

123
124
125
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127
128
129
130
131
132
133

Section 87SS. Every applicant for registration
as an architect shall pay to the board, upon filing
his application therefor, a fee of twenty-five dollars,
and ten dollars per annum thereafter.

134
135
136
137

Every person to whom any certificate of registra-
tion is issued shall forthwith record in his own hand-
writing in the office of the clerk of the city or town
in which he maintains his principal place of business,
in a book furnished by the board and kept by the
clerk for such purposes, his name, residence, and
post-office address, the number and date of his cer-
tificate of registration as an architect and the date
of such record.

138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
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Section 87TT. On or before the first day of May
of each year the board shall mail to every registered
architect practicing in the commonwealth a blank
application for annual registration. Upon receipt
of such application blank, if he desires to be again
registered, he shall forward the application to the
board together with a fee of ten dollars. Upon
receipt of such an application for annual registra-
tion, together with the required fee, and having
verified the accuracy of the facts stated in such ap-

147
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plication, the board shall, on or before the following
August thirty-first, issue to such applicant a certifi-
cate of annual registration, which shall be dated
September first and shall expire on August thirty-
first in the year following. Any holder of a certifi-
cate of registration who fails to renew his applica-
tion as hereinbefore provided for a period of ninety
days shall be required to register anew, and pay a
registration fee of twenty dollars. Any person
formerly a registered architect who continues to
practice architecture on or after January first in
any year without having an annual certificate of
registration is hereby declared to be an illegal prac-
titioner of architecture, and subject to the penalty
therefor.

157
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159
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164
165
166
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168
169
170
171

Section 87UU. Upon written application there-
for and the payment of a fee of ten dollars, the board
may at its discretion issue a temporary license to
practice architecture to an architect who is not a
citizen of the United States.

172
173
174
175
176

Section 87VV. The board may revoke, suspend
or annul the certificate of registration, or reprimand,
censure or otherwise discipline, upon proof satis-
factory to the board: (a) that the holder of such
certificate of registration is practicing in the com-

monwealth in violation of any provision of sections
eighty-seven KK to eighty-seven YY, inclusive, or

of any rule or regulation promulgated under au-
thority thereof by the board; (b) that such certifi-
cate of registration was obtained by fraud or mis-
representation; (c) that any money or thing of
value, except fees prescribed or authorized by said
sections, was paid or received to secure the issuance
of such certificate of registration; (d) that the holder
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191 of such certificate of registration has been guilty
192 of fraud or deceit, or of gross negligence, incompe-
193 tence or misconduct, in the practice of architecture;
194 or (e) that the holder of such certificate of registra-

195 tion has permitted or suffered his official seal to be
196 affixed to any plans, specifications or drawings not
197 prepared by him or under his personal supervision
198 by his regularly employed subordinate.
199 Section 87WW. Charges against an architect in-
200 volving any matter coming within the jurisdiction
201 of the board shall be in writing and shall be filed
202 with the board. Such charges, at the discretion of
203 the board, shall be heard within thirty days after
204 being so filed. The accused architect shall have the
205 right at such hearing to appear personally, with or
206 without counsel, to cross-examine witnesses against
207 him and to produce evidence and witnesses in his
208 defense. The board shall set the time and place for
209 such hearing and shall cause a copy of the charges
210 together with a notice of the time and place fixed
211 for the hearing, to be served on the accused archi-
212 tect at least ten days before such date. Where
213 personal service cannot be effected, and such fact
214 is certified on oath by any person duly authorized
215 to make legal service, the board shall cause to be
216 published once a week for two consecutive weeks,
217 in a newspaper published in the county in which
218 the accused architect last practiced according to
219 his record on file with the board, the last publica-
220 tion to be at least fifteen days prior to the date set
221 for the hearing, a notice that charges have been
222 preferred against the accused architect and of the
223 date of the hearing; and a copy of such notice shall
224 also be mailed to the accused architect at his last



SENATE —No. 76. [Jan.10

225 post-office address known to the board. If after
such hearing the board finds the accused architect
guilty of the charges, or any of them, it shall issue
an order revoking, suspending or annulling the certifi-
cate of registration of the accused architect, or rep-
rimanding, censuring or otherwise disciplining him.
If the board so finds him not guilty, it shall enter an
order dismissing the charges. If such order be that
a certificate of registration be revoked, suspended or
annulled, the board shall notify the clerk of the city
or town in the commonwealth wherein such archi-
tect has his principal place of business of such action.
The board may re-issue a certificate of registration
to any person whose certificate of registration has
been revoked. Application for the re-issuance of a
certificate of registration shall be made in such man-
ner as the board may direct, and shall be accompanied
by a fee of twenty-five dollars.

226
227
228
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Section 87XX. Every unrevoked or unsuspended
certificate of registration issued under any provision
of sections eighty-seven KK to eighty-seven YY,
inclusive, shall be prima facie evidence in all courts
of the commonwealth that the person named therein
is legally registered or licensed as an architect for the
period for which it is issued, and of all other facts
therein stated.
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Section 87YY. All fees derived from the opera-
tion of said sections shall be paid to the board, which
shall then pay them to the state treasurer.

251
252
253

1 Section 3. In the month of September in the
2 current year, the governor, with the advice and
3 consent of the council, shall appoint five persons,
4 citizens of the commonwealth, to serve as the board
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5

6
v

8
9

10

1
9

3
4

of registration of architects hereinbefore established,
of whom one shall serve for the term of one year,
one for the term of two years, one for the term of
three years, one for the term of four years, and one
for the term of five years, as the governor may
designate, from the first day of January following.

Section 4. Section three of this act shall take
effect on September first in the current year, and
the remainder shall take effect on January first,
nineteen hundred and thirty-nine.




