
No. 289SENATE
To accompany the petition of George G. Moyse for legislation rela-

tive to the powers and duties of the State Superintendent of Buildings.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act further regulating the superintendent of

BUILDINGS AND SUCH OF HIS APPOINTEES AS ARE DESIG-

NATED AS CAPITOL POLICE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter eight of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section one, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following new section:
5 Section 1. There shall be an officer to be known
6 as the state superintendent of buildings, in this chap-
-7 ter called the superintendent.

1 Section 2. Section four of said chapter eight, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out,
3 in the third and in the fifth lines, as appearing in sec-

-4 tion one of chapter eighty-four of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-seven, the word “watchmen”
6 and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the
7 words: capitol police officers, —so as to read as
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8 follows: Section 4- He may appoint such clerks,
9 engineers, electricians, firemen, oilers, mechanics,

10 capitol police officers, elevator operators, porters,
11 cleaners and other persons as may be necessary to
12 enable him to perform his duties. Capitol police
13 officers appointed hereunder for service at the state
14 house or on the grounds thereof shall be designated as
15 capitol police and shall, when on duty, wear and dis-
-16 play a metallic badge bearing the seal of the common-
-17 wealth and the words “Capitol Police”. He shall be
18 responsible for the fitness and good conduct of all such
19 employees.

1 Section 3. Section nine of said chapter eight,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the fourth line, the words “in Boston”, so as to
4 read as follows: Section 9. The superintendent
5 shall, under the supervision of the governor and
6 council, have charge of the care and operation of the
7 state house and its appurtenances and shall have
8 general charge and oversight of any other buildings
9 or parts thereof owned by or leased to the common-

-10 wealth for the use of public officers, and shall see that
11 the chambers and lobbies of the general court and
12 of its committees are kept clean and in good order;
13 shall superintend all ordinary repairs thereof and shall
14 have charge of the current expenses for the care and
15 preservation of the state house and its appurtenances,
16 and for the ordinary repairs of the furniture and
17 fixtures therein. He shall take proper precautions
18 against damage thereto, or to the furniture, fixtures
19 or other public property therein. There shall be
20 maintained an adequate passageway for foot passen-
-21 gers from north to south through the east wing or
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22 extension of the state house, to be kept open during
23 such hours as the superintendent shall fix.

1 Section 4. Section ten of said chapter eight, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 the first line, the word "may” and inserting in place
4 thereof the word: shall, so as to read as fol-
5 lows: Section 10. He shall, under the supervision
6 of the governor and council, assign the rooms in the
7 state house and rooms elsewhere used by the com-
8 monwealth, and may determine the occupancy thereof
9 in such manner as the public service may require; pro-

-10 vided, that the executive and administrative depart-
-11 ments of the commonwealth shall be provided with
12 suitable quarters which shall, so far as is expedient,
13 be in the state house; and provided further, that this
14 section shall not apply to rooms assigned to or used
15 by either branch of the general court or any com-
-16 mittees or officers thereof, except with the written
17 consent of the presiding officer of the branch using
18 such rooms, or to rooms assigned to or used by joint
19 committees of the general court, except with the
20 written consent of the presiding officers of both
21 branches of the general court, nor shall it apply to
22 the rooms used by the Grand Army of the Republic
23 of the department of Massachusetts under section
24 seventeen, except with the consent of the commander
25 thereof. He shall during the sessions of the general
26 court, upon application of the sergeant-at-arms,
27 assign such rooms as may be required for the use of
28 committees and other purposes.

1 Section 5. Said chapter eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twelve, as so appear-
-3 ing, and inserting in place thereof the following:
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4 Section 12. The superintendent shall take proper
5 care to prevent any trespass on, or injury to, the state
6 house or its appurtenances, or any other building or
7 part thereof owned by or leased to the commonwealth
8 for public offices; and, if any such trespass or injury
9 is committed, he shall cause the offender to be prose-

-10 cuted therefor. For any criminal offence committed
11 in any part of the state house or the grounds appur-
-12 tenant thereto, or in any other building owned by
13 or leased to the commonwealth, the superintendent
14 and his capitol police shall have the same power to
15 make arrests as the state police officers. The super-
-16 intendent may arm his capitol police and, in case of an
17 emergency, may arm and detail as capitol police for
18 extra duty such employees in his department as, in
19 his judgment, the emergency requires for the proper
20 protection of state property under his jurisdiction.


