
No. 342SENATE
To accompany the petition of James P. Meehan for legislation rela-

tive to the necessity of marks of origin, on merchandise sold in the
Commonwealth. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act in relation to the necessity of marks of
ORIGIN.

1 Section 1. Definitions as used in this section:
2 (a) “Person” shall be deemed to include a firm,
3 partnership, association or corporation, or agent or
4 employee thereof.
5 (6) “Sell” shall be deemed to include offer to sell,
6 expose for sale, and possess with intent to dispose of
7 or to sell.
8 (c) “Article of merchandise” shall be deemed to
9 include a cask, bottle, stopper, vessel, case, cover,

10 wrapper, package, band, ticket, label or other thing
11 containing or covering an article of merchandise, or
12 with which an article of merchandise is intended to
13 be sold or is sold.
14 (d) “Mark of origin” shall be deemed to mean the
15 name in English words of the place or country from
16 which an article of merchandise manufactured, packed,
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17 grown or produced was imported into the United
18 States of America or its insular possessions.

1 Section 2. Any person who sells any article of
2 merchandise or causes to be sold any article of mer-
-3 chandise which to his knowledge, or to the knowledge
4 of an agent, servant or employee does not contain a
5 mark of origin conspicuously displayed thereon or
6 who sells or causes to be sold any article of mer-
-7 chandise from the inspection of which such knowledge
8 could have been obtained, shall be guilty of a mis-
-9 demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be subject

10 to a fine not to exceed fifty dollars, or by imprison-
-11 ment not to exceed sixty days, or by both such fine
12 and imprisonment. Each such violation shall be
13 deemed a separate offense.

1 Section 3. Whenever any “person”, shall, here-
-2 after, with intent to sell, offer or in any wise dispose
3 of merchandise, goods or any other manufactured
4 article, directly or indirectly to the public for sale or
5 distribution, or with intent to increase the consump-
-6 tion thereof, or to induce the public in any manner
7 to acquire possession or title thereof, publish or cause
8 to be published, disseminate, or cause to be dis-
-9 seminated, circulate, or cause to be circulated, place,

10 or cause to be placed, before the public in this state,
11 in any newspaper, magazine or other publication, or
12 in the form of a book, notice, circular, pamphlet,
13 letter, handbill, poster, bill, sign, placard, card, label,
14 tag or in any other way, an advertisement, announce-
-15 ment or statement of any sort stating or purporting
16 to state that such goods were made or manufactured in
17 any foreign country and imported into the United
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18 States, wherein such “person”, fails, neglects, or
19 omits or causes any other person or persons to fail,
20 neglect or omit to include in a conspicuous place
21 upon the advertisement, announcement or statement
22 of any sort the words “made in”, and immediately
23 thereafter the name of the foreign country wherein
24 such goods, articles or products were made or manu-
-25 factured, shall be guilty of misdemeanor and punish-
-26 able as such.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




