
Senate, April 11, 1938.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1740) of the
Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission that
the town of Dana in the county of Worcester and parts
of the towns of Prescott and Greenwich in the county
of Hampshire be annexed to the town of Petersham,
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 453).

For the committee

JAMES A. GUNN.

SENATE No. 453

Cbe Commontocaltfc of a^assac&usctts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act annexing the town of dana and certain

PORTIONS OF THE TOWNS OF PRESCOTT AND GREENWICH

TO THE TOWN OF PETERSHAM.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 in part defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter three hun-
-2 dred and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and twenty-seven is hereby amended by inserting
4 before the word “Enfield”, in the fortieth line, the
5 word: Dana, —so that the paragraph contained
6 in the thirty-fifth to the forty-fourth lines, inclusive,
7 will read as follows: Any public ways or portions
8 thereof within the area taken in fee by the commis-
-9 sion shall, until such time as they may be discon-

-10 tinued as provided in this section, continue to be
11 maintained as highways with the same rights and
12 duties of counties, towns and other parties as before
13 such taking, except that such public ways in the
14 towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott
15 shall, after the annexation of said towns, as herein-

Ctie Commontuealtl) of sgassacftusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 after provided, be maintained by the commission to
17 the extent and in the manner provided in section
18 seventeen of this act.

1 Section 2. Section eleven of said chapter three
2 hundred arid twenty-one is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting after the word “of”, in the forty-first line,
4 the word: Dana, —so that the paragraph con-
-5 tained in the forty-first to the forty-seventh lines,
6 inclusive, will read as follows: —No town within
7 which are included the areas of Dana, Enfield, Green-
-8 wich or Prescott taken in fee for reservoir purposes
9 or for reservoir protection shall be required after the

10 completion of the reservoir to bear any costs of or
11 expenses for schools, policing or fire, gypsy moth or
12 other insect pest protection within said reservoir
13 areas described in this paragraph.

1 Section 3. Section thirteen of said chapter three
2 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out the first paragraph and clauses (a) and (5)
4 thereunder and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing:
6 Upon the expiration of thirty days from the record-
-7 ing of an order of taking as provided by section four
8 of this act by which taking, together with previous
9 purchases or takings as provided by said section four,

10 of land in the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich
11 and Prescott, the whole or a substantial part of said
12 towns is taken, and after notice thereof to the towns
13 to be affected by annexation as hereinafter described
14 in this section, the territory within the towns of Dana,
15 Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott shall be annexed to
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16 the adjacent towns, and to the counties in which such
17 adjacent towns are located in the following manner;
18 (a) There shall be annexed to the town of New
19 Salem, and thereby to Franklin county, those portions
20 of the towns of Prescott, Greenwich and Enfield, be-
-21 ing portions of Hampshire county, bounded as fol-
-22 lows: beginning at the intersection of the boundary
23 lines of the towns of New Salem, Prescott and Shutes-
-24 bury and following the existing channel of the west
25 branch of the Swift river in a general southerly
26 direction to its confluence with the Swift river;
27 thence following the existing channel of the Swift
28 river and its middle branch in a general northeasterly
29 direction to the point where it is crossed by the
30 boundary line between the towns of Prescott and
31 Dana; thence following the boundary line between
32 the towns of Prescott and Dana in a general nortb-
-33 erly direction to its intersection with the boundary
34 line of the town of New Salem; thence following the
35 boundary line between the towns of New Salem and
36 Prescott in a general westerly direction to the point
37 of beginning.
38 (6) There shall be annexed to the town of Peters-
-39 ham, and thereby to Worcester county, all of the
40 town of Dana, and those portions of the towns of
41 Prescott and Greenwich, being portions of Hampshire
42 county, bounded as follows: beginning at the point
43 where the middle branch of the Swift river crosses
44 the boundary line between the town of Dana, as
45 constituted immediately prior to the effective date
46 of this clause, and the town of Prescott and follow-
-47 ing the existing channel of said middle branch in a
48 general southerly direction to its confluence with the
49 east branch of said river; thence following the exist-
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50 ing channel of said east branch in a general north-
-51 easterly direction to the boundary line between the
52 towns of Greenwich and Hardwick; thence following
53 the boundary line between the towns of Greenwich
54 and Hardwick in a general northeasterly direction
55 to its intersection with the boundary line of the
56 town of Dana; thence following the boundary line
57 between the town of Dana, as so constituted, and
58 the town of Greenwich in a general northerly direc-
-59 tion to its intersection with the boundary line of the
60 town of Prescott; thence following the boundary
61 line between the town of Dana, as so constituted,
62 and the town of Prescott in a general northerly direc-
-63 tion to the point of beginning.
64 The towns of Petersham and New Salem shall each
65 have the right to enter and remove, without cost,
66 gravel in such amount as may be necessary for its
67 municipal purposes from lands annexed to them under
68 this act, and the metropolitan district water supply
69 commission and its successors shall, upon written re-
-70 quest of the selectmen of either of such towns, desig-
-71 nate from which of such lands gravel may be so
72 removed.

1 Section 4. Section fourteen of said chapter three
2 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 inserting before the word “Enfield”, in the second,

ninth and forty-third lines4 tenth, twentieth, twenty
5 respectively, the word:
6 in the fifteenth line, the

- Dana, by striking out,
word “three” and inserting

7 in place thereof the word: four, and by striking
8 out, in the twenty-second and twenty-third lines, the
9 words “Belchertown, Dana” and inserting in place

10 thereof the words: Petersham, Belchertown, —so
11 as to read as follows: Section 1 4- All of the prop-
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12 erty belonging to the towns of Dana, Enfield, Green-
-13 wich and Prescott, shall upon the annexation of said
14 towns to adjacent towns by authority of this act,
15 vest in and become the property of the common-
-16 wealth for the benefit of the metropolitan water
17 district, and the commonwealth shall succeed to all
18 the rights, claims and causes of action of each of said
19 towns, and shall assume and be liable for all the debts,
20 obligations, trusts, duties and liabilities of each of
21 said towns. All actions and causes of actions by or
22 against the said towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich
23 and Prescott pending or accrued, when such annex-
-24 ation takes effect, shall survive, and may be prose-
-25 cuted to final judgment and execution fry or against
26 the commonwealth. All books, papers, moneys and
27 other property in the possession of the treasurer of
28 each of these four towns or of any town officer thereof
29 shall be turned over to the commission at the time
30 of said annexation, and the commission shall wind up
31 and liquidate the affairs of each such town as speedily
32 as possible. Upon the final liquidation of the affairs
33 of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Pres-
-34 cott, the commission shall turn over such of the
35 records of said towns respectively as are of perma-
-36 nent value to the towns of Petersham, Belchertown
37 and New Salem, respectively, and said records shall
38 be preserved with the records of the town to which
39 they have been so turned over.
40 Upon such annexation the division of accounts of
41 the department of corporations and taxation shall
42 audit the books and accounts of the collector of taxes
43 of each of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
44 Prescott, respectively, and all taxes assessed for the
45 year of such annexation and remaining uncollected,
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46 except taxes assessed upon property acquired by the
47 commission under the second paragraph of section
48 four of this act, to persons residing or property 10-49
49 cated within the territory annexed to another town
50 shall be, by the assessors of the town in which such
51 taxes were assessed, committed to the collector of
52 taxes of the town to which such territory is by the
53 provisions of this act annexed. It shall be the duty
54 of any collector of taxes to whom any such taxes are
55 committed to complete the collection of such taxes
56 with legal interest and costs and pay over the same
57 to the treasurer of the town for which he is the col-
-58 lector.
59 Upon the annexation to adjacent towns of the
60 territory within the towns of Dana, Enfield, Green-
-61 wich and Prescott as set forth in this act, the commis-
-62 sion or the metropolitan district commission shall
63 yearly in the month of November reimburse each of
64 said adjacent towns for all money paid out or expenses
65 incurred under the laws of the commonwealth for the
66 year preceding in the relief or aid of persons whose
67 settlement was gained in whole or in part whether by
68 original acquisition or derivation within the territory
69 annexed to each of said towns respectively prior to
70 the date of such annexation.

1 Section 5. Section fifteen of said chapter three
2 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting before the word “Enfield”, in the thirteenth
4 line, the word; Dana, so as to read as follows:
5 Section 15. Annexation under this act shall constitute
6 the annexed territory part of the town and the county
7 to which it is annexed with respect to the jurisdiction
Bof the courts, as well as for all other purposes. All
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9 suits, proceedings, complaints and prosecutions, and
10 all matters of probate, which shall be pending at the
11 time of such annexation before any court or trial
12 justice, or such matters as may be incident thereto,
13 may however be heard and determined and prose-
-14 cuted to final judgment and execution before such
15 court or justice as if said annexation had not taken
16 place; but upon such annexation taking place, the
17 several courts and trial justices having jurisdiction
18 over the respective towns to which the territory
19 within said towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
20 Prescott is annexed shall have jurisdiction of all
21 civil actions, matters of probate and insolvency and
22 criminal prosecutions thereafter begun, although the
23 cause of action has accrued, or crime, offense or mis-
-24 demeanor has been committed, before such annexa-
-25 tion, in the same manner and to the same extent as
26 if such territory had been annexed prior to the accrual
27 of the cause of action or the commission of the crime,
28 offense or misdemeanor.

1 Section 6. Section sixteen of said chapter three
and twenty-one is hereby amended bn

ting before “Enfield”, in the first line, the wo:
;o as to read as follows: Section 16.4 Dar

5 An inhabitant of the town of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich
6 or Prescott, when annexed to an adjacent town by

•emains upon the annexed7 authority of this act, wh
to a place within the limit8 territory, or who remove
land upon which he resided9 of the town to which the

10 has been annexe ch limits existed prior to
11 such annexation, shall have the same right to vote
12 at a town meeting in such town, or at an election of
13 town officers, that he would have had if the annexed
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14 territory had constituted a part of said town for six
15 months prior to such meeting or election.

1 Section 7. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 three hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 inserting before the word “Enfield”, in the second
4 line, the word: Dana, so as to read as follows;

5 Section 17. During any interval between the annexa-
-6 tion of said towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
7 Prescott and the taking possession of the land taken
8 therein by the commission under this act, the com-
-9 mission shall maintain the public ways, public schools

10 and other public works and public institutions in said
11 towns to such extent and in such manner as the com-
-12 mission may deem necessary for the convenience,
13 comfort and welfare of the inhabitants remaining
14 therein.

1 Section 8. Section twenty of said chapter three
2 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing the word: Dana, before the word ‘ ‘ En-
-4 field”, in the eighteenth and twenty-fourth lines,
5 respectively, so as to read as follows: Section 20.
6 The provisions of sections six and seven of chapter fifty-
-7 nine of the General Laws shall be applicable to land
8 acquired in fee by the commission under this act for
9 reservoir purposes or for the protection of the reservoir

10 except to land within the present limits of the towns
11 of Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott. On the land in
12 these three named towns acquired previous to the date* 1
13 of their annexation, the commission shall pay to each
14 said town in which the respective land is located until
15 such time as the annexation of said town, as provided
16 in section thirteen of this act, a sum in lieu of taxes
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17 computed and paid as provided in said sections six and
18 seven of said chapter fifty-nine, but including for this
19 period the buildings and structures thereon. Subse-

-20 quent to said annexation neither the commission nor
21 the metropolitan district commission shall pay any
22 taxes or make any payments in lieu of taxes on land
23 or buildings within the present limits of the said towns
24 of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott.
25 As full compensation for any loss of taxation or any
26 other loss caused by the carrying out of the provisions
27 of this act, the commission shall pay the county of
28 Hampshire the sum of fifty-five thousand dollars,
29 which sum shall be paid at the time of the annexation
30 of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott
31 to adjacent towns.

Senate, April 11, 1938.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence.

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk.





.


