
To accompany the petition of the Retail Gasoline Dealers Associa-
tion, Inc., by Frederick H. Moore, executive secretary, for legislation
to regulate signs advertising the price of gasoline at retail. Mer-
cantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act to protect the public against misleading

SIGNS RELATING TO THE PRICE OF GASOLINE.

1 Chapter ninety-four of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section two hundred and
3 ninety-five A, inserted by chapter two hundred and
4 twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-three, the following new sections:
6 Section 2958. Definitions. The term “retail
7 dealer” when used in this section and section thirty B
8 shall mean any person operating a service station,
9 filling station, store, garage, establishment or other

10 place of business for the sale of or dispensing of
11 motor fuel for delivery into the service tank or tanks
12 of any motor vehicle other than those belonging to
13 the person owning or operating said place of business
14 and which are propelled by an internal combustion
15 motor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 The term “motor fuel” when used in this section
17 and section thirty B means a light distillate of petro-
-18 leum or allied substance heretofore sold under the
19 name of gasoline with suitable volatility and other
20 characteristics to be used as a fuel for operating in-
-21 ternal combustion engines whether it is mixed with
22 other materials or not.
23 Section 295C. Posting of Prices. Every retail
24 dealer of motor fuel shall conspicuously mark his
25 pumps or other dispensing equipment with the price
26 of the motor fuel dispensed from that pump or dis-
-27 pensing equipment. No person shall mark his pumps
28 or dispensing equipment with price signs of a size
29 larger than eight inches by ten inches and no other
30 price signs or signs relating thereto shall be used or
31 displayed on or about the premises where motor fuel
32 is sold at retail other than the signs provided herein
33 to be posted upon the pumps or dispensing equip-
-34 ment. All figures including fractions upon said signs
35 shall be of the same size.
36 Whoever In’ himself, his agents or servants, vio-
-37 lates any provision of this section shall be punished
38 by a fine of not less than fifty dollars or more than
39 five hundred dollars.


