
Senate, April 28, 1938.

The committee on Insurance, to whom was referred
the report of the joint special committee appointed to
investigate relative to the incorporation and business
methods of the Commonwealth Mutual Liability In-
surance Company (House, No. 185), report, in part, the
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 477).

For the committee,

E. S. OPPENHEIMER.

SENATE No. 477
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act prohibiting the use of the words “common-
wealth”, “state” or “united states” as a part

OF the name of certain corporations.

1 Section 1. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and fifty-five of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “commissioner” in the ninth
5 line the words: — ; provided, that no business cor-
-6 poration, bank or insurance company shall have as a
7 part of its corporate name the word “ Common-
-8 wealth”, “State” or “United States”, —so as to
9 read as follows: Section 9. A corporation organ-

-10 ized under general laws may assume any name which,
11 in the judgment of the commissioner, indicates that
12 it is a corporation; but it shall not assume the name
13 of another corporation established under the laws of
14 the commonwealth, or of a corporation, firm, asso-
-15 ciation or person carrying on business in the com-
-16 monwealth, at the time of such organization or
17 within three years prior thereto, or assume a name
18 so similar thereto as to be likely to be mistaken for
19 it, except with the written consent of said existing
20 corporation, firm or association or of such person

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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21 previously filed with the commissioner; provided,
22 that no business corporation, bank or insurance com-
-23 pany shall have as a part of its corporate name the
24 word “Commonwealth”, “State” or “United States”.
25 The supreme judicial or superior court shall have
26 jurisdiction in equity, upon the application of any
27 person interested or affected, to enjoin such corpo-
-28 ration from doing business under a name assumed
29 in violation of this section, although its certificate
30 or articles of organization may have been approved
31 and a certificate of incorporation may have been
32 issued to it.

1 Section 2. This act shall not apply to any busi-
-2 ness corporation, bank or insurance company au-
-3 thorized to transact business in the commonwealth
4 on the effective date thereof which then has as a part
5 of its corporate name the word “Commonwealth”,
6 “State” or “United States”.




