
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COUNSEL TO THE
SENATE AND THE COUNSEL TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Boston, June 2, 1938.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
bled.

Pursuant to section fifty-three of chapter three of the
General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
we have the honor to report as follows;

Owing to the very large number of changes in, and
additions to, the. General Laws since their enactment in
nineteen hundred and twenty the Tercentenary Edition
of nineteen hundred and thirty-two being simply a reprint
of the existing general laws the advisability of a
revision of at least a portion of these laws has become
increasingly apparent during the past few years. Owing
to the system of “continuous consolidation of the general
statutes” embodied in sections fifty-one to fifty-three,
inclusive, of chapter three of the General Laws, such a
revision will not require as much expenditure, either of
money or of time, as was required by the revision resulting
in the nineteen hundred and twenty-one edition of the
General Laws, but we feel it advisable to commence the
necessary preliminary work attendant upon any such
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revision, whether total or partial, during the coming
recess of the General Court and therefore respectfully
submit the accompanying resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

FERNALD HUTCHINS,
Counsel to the Senate

HENRY D. WIGGIN,
Counsel to the House of Represented:
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

1 Resolved, That the counsel to the Senate and the
2 counsel to the House of Representatives be authorized
3 and directed to consolidate and arrange such chapters
4 and sections of the General Laws of the Common-
-5 wealth enacted December twenty-second, nineteen
6 hundred and twenty, and such general laws in amend-
-7 ment thereof or in addition thereto, as the said coun-
-8 sel, with the approval of the President of the Senate
9 and the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

10 may from time to time determine.
11 Said counsel shall execute said consolidation and
12 arrangement in such manner as in their judgment
13 will render the laws thus consolidated most concise
14 and intelligible; may omit redundant enactments
15 and those which may have ceased to have any effect
16 or influence on existing rights; may reject superfluous
17 words, and condense into as concise and comprehen-
-18 sive a form as is consistent with the full and clear
19 expression of the general court, all circuitous, tau-
-20 tological and ambiguous phraseology; may suggest
21 any mistakes, omissions, inconsistencies and imperfec-
-22 tions which may appear in the laws to be consolidated
23 and arranged, and the manner in which they may be
24 corrected, supplied and amended. The existing mar-
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25 ginal notations in the laws so consolidated and
26 arranged shall be revised where necessary and shall
27 include citations of the decisions of the supreme judi-
-28 cial court rendered upon them.
29 Said counsel may make such changes in section
30 numbers, titles, headings and subheadings as changes
31 in the text of said laws may require.

32 Said counsel shall complete the consolidation and
33 arrangement of said laws, and present in print a re-

34 port of the substantive changes, to the general court,
35 by filing the same with the clerk of the House of
36 Representatives on or before the first Wednesday of
37 December, nineteen hundred and forty, and shall
38 present to the general court their final report by filing
39 the same with the clerk of the House of Representa-
-40 tives on or before the first Wednesday of December,
41 nineteen hundred and forty-one.
42 Said counsel may expend during the current year,

43 with the approval of the President of the Senate and
44 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, such
45 sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, five thousand
46 dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated by the gen-

47 eral court, and may continue the work after December
48 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, upon the
49 basis established in nineteen hundred and thirty-eight
50 until further appropriation by the general court.


