
Senate, June 22, 1938.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the House Bill relative to an excise on regis-
tered trailers in lieu of local tax (House, No. 1903,
amended), report, recommending that the same be con-
solidated with the House Bill further regulating the
imposition of excise taxes, in lieu of local taxes, on motor
vehicles registered by dealers in motor vehicles or motor
vehicle bodies or tops (House, No. 2120), likewise referred
to said committee, by substituting therefor a new draft
entitled “An Act further amending the imposition of
excise taxes, in lieu of local taxes, on certain registered
motor vehicles and trailers” (Senate, No. 532), and that,
when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

LAURENCE CURTIS.

SENATE No. 532

Ojc CommontucaltJ) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act further amending the imposition of excise

TAXES, IN LIEU OF LOCAL TAXES, ON CERTAIN REGIS-

TERED MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter sixty Aof the General Laws
2 is amended by striking out section one, as most
3 recently amended by chapter one hundred and eleven
4 of the acts of the current year, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
6 Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided, there
7 shall be assessed and levied in each calendar year
8 on every motor vehicle and trailer registered under
9 chapter ninety, for the privilege of such registration,

10 an excise measured by the value thereof, as herein-
-11 after defined and determined, at the average state
12 rate for the calendar year, as determined in the man-
-13 ner provided in section fifty-eight of chapter sixty-
-14 three. For the purpose of this excise the value of
15 each such motor vehicle or trailer shall be deemed
16 to be the value, as determined by the commissioner,

Cl)t Commonuieaitl) of epassactnisetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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17 of motor vehicles or trailers of the same make, type,
18 model, and year of manufacture as designated by the
19 manufacturer, but not in excess of the following per-
-20 centages of the list price established by the mauu-
-21 facturer for the year of manufacture, namely;

22 In the year of manufacture .... 90%
23 In the second year 60%
24 In the third year 40%
25 In the fourth year 25%
26 In the fifth and succeeding years . . . 10%

27 The term “year of manufacture”, as used in this
28 section, shall mean the year used by the manufac-
29 turer of the motor vehicle or trailer in connection
30 with the designation by him or it of the model of such
31 motor vehicle or traik
32 Nothing in this section shall be construed to pre-
33 vent the board of assessors or the commissioner, as
34 the case may be, from granting an abatement in any
35 case in which the valuation aforesaid is in their or hi,

36 opinion excessive
37 The excise imposed by this section shall not apply
38 to motor vehicles or trailers owned and registered
39 by the commonwealth or any political subdivision
40 thereof, or owned or controlled by a manufacturer
41 or repairman to whom has been issued a general dis
42 tinguishing number or mark under section five of
43 chapter ninety, or to motor vehicles or trailers owned
44 or controlled by a dealer to whom has been so issued
45 a general distinguishing number or mark, even
46 though one or more of the vehicles or trailers owned

47 or controlled by such dealer is or are registered under
48 section two of said chapter ninety, or to motor
49 vehicles or trailers owned and registered by any



SENATI -No. 532. [June4

50 corporation other than a domestic business, domestic
51 manufacturing, foreign or public service corporation,
52 or by an association, whose personal property is
53 exempt from taxation under section five of chapter
54 fifty-nine; provided, that the exemption from excise
55 herein provided for motor vehicles and trailers owned
56 and registered by manufacturers, dealers and repair-
-57 men shall not apply in case the motor vehicle or
58 trailer while so registered shall be operated or pro-
-59 pelled over the highways for the personal use or
60 convenience, or for any use other than in connection
61 with the business, of the owner or controller as such
62 manufacturer, dealer or repairman.
63 If a motor vehicle or trailer is registered after Janu-
-64 ary thirty-first of any year the excise imposed by this
65 section shall be that proportion of the excise for a full
66 year which the number of months in said year follow-
-67 ing the last day of the month preceding that in which
68 the motor vehicle or trailer is registered bears to
69 twelve. If a registered motor vehicle or trailer is sold
70 or its ownership transferred during any calendar year,
71 and if notice to the former owner of an excise on ac-
-72 count thereof for that year has already been issued
73 pursuant to section two, that proportion of the excise
74 for a full year which the number of months in said
75 year remaining after the last day of the month in
76 which such sale or transfer occurred bears to twelve
77 shall be abated. If, however, the excise payer has not
78 been notified of said excise before notice of such sale
79 or transfer has been received by the official or officials
80 authorized to make the assessment, only that proper-
-81 tion of the excise for a full year which the number of
82 months in said year prior to the first day of the month
83 next following the month in which said sale or transfer
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84 occurred bears to twelve shall be assessed. The ex-
-85 else assessed under this section shall not be less than
86 two dollars and no abatement under this section shall
87 reduce the excise collected to less than two dollars.
88 Nothing in this section shall be construed to im-
-89 pose an excise tax upon any motor vehicle registered
90 and customarily kept in another state if such other
91 state does not impose an excise, privilege or property
92 tax or fee, in addition to a registration fee, upon
93 motor vehicles registered
94 this commonwealth. The
95 mine what states do not

and customarily kept in
commissioner shall deter-

mpose such additional ex-
96 cise, privilege or property tax or fee, and his deter-
97 mination shall be final.

1 Section 2. Said chapter sixty Ais hereby further
2 amended by striking out section two, as amended by
3 section three of chapter three hundred and eighty-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 2. If the owner of the motor vehicle or
7 trailer registered is an individual inhabitant of the
8 commonwealth, or a partnership, voluntary associa-
-9 tion or corporation having a principal place of busi-

-10 ness in the commonwealth or if the owner of the motor
11 vehicle or trailer registered is not such an individual,
12 partnership, voluntary association or corporation but
13 the vehicle or trailer is customarily kept in any par-
-14 ticular municipality in the commonwealth, the board
15 of assessors shall assess the excise imposed by section
16 one, and commit the same to the collector of taxes
17 with their warrant for the collection thereof. Other-
-18 wise the excise so imposed shall be assessed and col-
19 lected by the commissioner. The excise shall be
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20 assessed to the owner of the motor vehicle or trailer
21 registering the same, and the registrar of motor
22 vehicles shall promptly transmit to the commissioner
23 a notice of the registration of a motor vehicle or
24 trailer subject to this excise, giving the name and
25 home address of the owner, if an individual, or the
26 name and principal place of business in this common-
-27 wealth, if any, otherwise that outside the common-
-28 wealth, if a corporation, partnership or voluntary
29 association, the municipality in which the vehicle or
30 trailer is customarily to be kept if it is to be kept in
31 the commonwealth, the name of the maker, the year
32 as designated by the manufacturer, and the model
33 and type of vehicle or trailer. The commissioner
34 may require from the owner such further information
35 as may be necessary for the purposes of this chapter.
36 The commissioner shall, as soon as may be, transmit
37 to the boards of assessors the information received
38 relative to registrations with respect to motor vehicles

19 and trailers locally assessable sent to him by the
registrar of motor vehicles, and, under such provision

41 as he deems best, make available to the local assessors
42 information showing the values as determined under
43 section one. The excise hereunder shall be due and

payable at the expiration of thirty days from the date
upon which the notice was issued by the collector or

46 the commissioner pursuant to this section. The col-
-47 lector of taxes or the commissioner, as the case may
48 be, shall seasonably notify the owner of the excise
49 assessed and the due date, but failure to receive
50 notice shall not affect the validity of the excise. The
51 owner may within six months of the date of the is-
52 suing of the notice of assessment or of the dat

msfer, but not later than January thirty-
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1

54 the succeeding year, apply for an abatement to the
55 board of assessors or the commissioner, as the case
56 may be, and, from a decision of the board of assessors
57 upon such application, an appeal may be taken to
58 the county commissioners or to the appellate tax
59 board, all in accordance with section sixty-four or
60 sixty-five of chapter fifty-nine, or from a decision
61 of the commissioner an appeal may be taken to the
62 appellate tax board in the time and manner provided
63 in the case of appeals taken pursuant to section
64 seventy-one of chapter sixty-three. If an abate-
-65 ment is granted of an excise assessed by a board of
66 assessors, any overpayment with interest thereon at
67 the rate of six per cent per annum from the date of
68 payment shall be refunded by the city or town treas-
-69 urer from any available funds, upon certification by
70 the collector of taxes and approval for payment as
71 required by section fifty-two of chapter forty-one,
72 without any appropriation therefor by the munici-
-73 pality. If an abatement is granted of an excise as-
-74 sessed by the commissioner, any overpayment with
75 interest thereon at the rate of six per cent per annum
76 from the date of payment shall be refunded by the
77 state treasurer upon certification by the commis-
-78 sioner, without further appropriation. Owners who
79 neglect to pay the excise assessed under this chapter
80 shall pay interest at the rate of six per cent per annum
81 from the time when such excise was payable until
82 paid, if such payment is made before the commence-
-83 ment of proceedings for recovery thereof, and twelve
84 per cent if made after the commencement thereof.
85 The notice issued pursuant to this section shall bear
86 on its face a statement of the time within which peti-
-87 tions for abatement of the excise may be filed.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter sixty Ais hereby further
2 amended by striking out section three, as most re-
-3 cently amended by section four of said chapter three
4 hundred and eighty-four, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Section 3. In the collection of this excise, the
7 collectors of taxes and the commissioner shall have
8 all the remedies provided by chapter sixty and chapter
9 sixty-two.

1 Section 4. Said chapter sixty Ais hereby further
2 amended by striking out section four, as amended
3 by section two of chapter of the acts of the
4 current year, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6 Section 4- This chapter, except section two A
7 thereof, shall not be construed to alter or amend the
8 provisions of law with respect to the registration of
9 motor vehicles or trailers.

1 Section 5. Said chapter sixty Ais hereby further
2 amended by striking out section six, as amended by
3 section five of said chapter three hundred and eighty-
-4 four, and inserting in place thereof the following:—■
5 Section 6. The excise locally assessable under
6 this chapter shall be laid and collected at the home
7 address of the owner, if an individual, or at the prin-
-8 cipal place of business in this commonwealth, if a
9 partnership, voluntary association or corporation, as

10 determined by the owner’s registration, except that if
11a motor vehicle or trailer is customarily kept in some
12 other municipality, the excise shall be laid and col-
-13 lected in such other municipality.


