
SENATE No. 20

To accompany the petition of W. Edwin Ulmer that provision be
made for the assessment and collection of a poll tax on female in-
habitants of the Commonwealth above the age of twenty. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the assessment and collection
OF A POLL TAX ON FEMALE INHABITANTS OF THE COM-

MONWEALTH ABOVE THE AGE OF TWENTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting in section four, after
3 the word “male” in line six, the words: and fe-
-4 male, also by striking out, in lines nine, ten, eleven
5 and twelve, the words “and, except in Boston, Cam-
-6 bridge, Chelsea and Watertown, shall also make true
7 lists containing the same facts relative to every
8 woman twenty years of age or older residing in their
9 respective cities and towns”, —so that said section as

10 amended shall read as follows: Section 4- The as-
-11 sessors, assistant assessors, or one or more of them,
12 shall annually, in April or May, visit every building
13 in their respective cities and towns and, after diligent
14 inquiry, shall make true lists containing, as nearly
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15 as they can ascertain, the name, age, occupation,
16 and residence on April first in the current year, and
17 the residence on April first in the preceding year, of
18 every male and female person twenty years of age
19 or older, residing in their respective cities and towns,
20 liable to be assessed for a poll tax, and of soldiers and
21 sailors exempted from the payment of a poll tax under
22 section five of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 2. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting in section one, after
3 the word “male” in line two, the words; —and fe-
-4 male, so that said section as amended shall read
5 as follows: Section 1. In the year nineteen hun-
-6 dred and twenty-four and annually thereafter a poll
7 tax of two dollars shall be assessed on every male and
8 female inhabitant of the commonwealth above the
9 age of twenty, whether a citizen of the United States,

10 or an alien.

1 Section 3. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting in section four, after
3 the word “male” in line two, the words: and fe-
-4 male, so that said section as amended shall read as
5 follows: Section 4- A board of assessors, from time
6 to time in any year after their preparation of the whole
7 or any part of the lists of male and female persons
8 liable to be assessed a poll tax as provided in section
9 four of chapter fifty-one, may and, on written request

10 from the collector of taxes, shall assess the poll taxes
11 of all persons whose names are contained in said lists
12 and deliver to the collector tax lists containing the
13 names and addresses of all persons so assessed, and
14 the number of polls assessed to each with the amount
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15 of the respective taxes thereon. The assessors shall
16 also deliver to the collector their warrant in the cus-
17 tomary form for the collection forthwith of all taxes
18 contained in said lists; but no such list or warrant
19 shall be issued to any collector until, conformably to
20 law, he has given bond and has otherwise qualified
21 himself for the performance of his duties. Poll taxes
22 so committed to the collector shall be subject to the
23 laws relating to poll taxes committed by warrant
24 under section fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect with respect
2 to females, on January first, in the year nineteen hun-
-3 dred and forty.




