
SENATE No. 50

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOSEPH R. COTTON
TO THE MASSACHUSETTS SENATE AT
THE OPENING OF THE 1939 SESSION,
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4.

Fellow Senators

I give you my heartfelt thanks for the great honor you
have conferred upon me by electing me to be your Presi-
dent. It is with profound appreciation of the importance
of the office and the responsibilities which go with it that
I assume the obligations, ready and eager to discharge
them to the best of my ability.

As the presiding officer of your sessions, I pledge you
fairness and impartiality. I shall always have in mind
that, like each of you, I am one of forty individual units
of the Senate, which, according to the letter of the Con-
stitution is the First branch of the Legislature and has
a tradition of dignity to maintain.

Both majority and minority rights and opinions will
be respected by the rulings of your President. It also
will be his unswerving determination to keep delibera-
tions within the limits of the dignity and decorum the
people expect of this branch.

Your President will be guided by the conviction that
debate should be used for no other purpose than to
present facts, to bring out the merits or demerits of the
question at issue. Any other use of debate is aimless and
needlessly prolongs the session.
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In these times when the actions of some persons in
high office have aroused public indignation to the point
where the people have, with commanding emphasis,
made changes in administrations, it will be well for us,
the Senate, to meditate upon the fact that Government
is for the common good, for the safety, for the prosperity,
for the well-being of all of our people.

Many difficult problems will confront us, in the solu-
tion of which sharp differences of opinion will inevitably
arise. Together, we must work for the benefit of the
people whose Government this is. I bespeak your full
co-operation and have every confidence in your response.

So, let us to work!


