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To accompany the petition of Cecil Ford that the Milk Control
Board be empowered to provide for uniform returns to producers of
milk. Agriculture and Public Health, sitting jointly.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act empowering the milk control board to

PROVIDE FOR UNIFORM RETURNS TO PRODUCERS OF

MILK.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Paragraph (B) of section fifteen of chapter three
2 hundred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-3 dred and thirty-four is hereby amended by inserting
4 at the end of said paragraph the following sub-
-5 paragraph:
6 (4) In an order specifying minimum prices on the
7 basis of use, the board, upon petition in writing of
8 sixty-six per cent of the Massachusetts producers de-
-9 livering milk for consumption as fluid milk within the

10 marketing area and of producers delivering sixty-six
11 per cent of the volume of milk delivered for consump-
-12 tion as fluid milk in such market, may include such
13 terms and provisions as will insure that for each pay-
-14 ment period all milk dealers receiving milk from pro-
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15 ducers for sale or distribution as fluid milk within
16 such market shall pay therefor a uniform price or
17 cost of milk on the basis of grade, and of the use in
18 which it is ultimately sold, used or disposed of, and
19 that all producers delivering milk for consumption
20 as fluid milk in such market shall receive a uniform
21 return for all milk delivered by them within each
22 grade. For the purpose of facilitating producer pay-
-23 ments under such an order, the board may designate
24 a market agent and by order, rule or regulation re-
-25 quire that payments due to the producers from milk
26 dealers be made or adjusted through such market
27 agent. Such market agent shall be subject to re-
-28 moval by the board, shall before entering upon his
29 duties give bond satisfactory to the board, and shall
30 hold all money received under the terms of the order
31 subject to a legal obligation to pay the same over to
32 or for producers at the time, and in the manner and
33 amounts required by the terms of such order. Upon
34 receiving petition in writing of fifty-one per cent of
35 the Massachusetts producers delivering milk for con-
-36 sumption as fluid milk in the marketing area, or of
37 producers delivering fifty-one per cent of the volume
38 of milk delivered for consumption as fluid milk in such
39 market, requesting rescission and termination of any
40 order issued pursuant to this sub-paragraph, the
41 board shall rescind and terminate such order. Such
42 termination shall become effective not later than
43 thirty-one days after the board shall have ascertained
44 such petition to have been signed by the number of
45 Massachusetts producers, or by producers delivering
46 the volume of milk, so required.


