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To accompany the petition of the Lynn Taxpayers Association,
Inc., by Richard P. Flynn, executive secretary, for legislation to dis-
courage belated decisions by Justices of the Superior Court and of
district courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act to discourage belated decisions by justices

OF THE superior court and of district courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled „ and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section fourteen A, inserted by section one of
4 chapter two hundred and six of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following;
7 Section HA. An associate justice of the Supreme
8 Judicial Court, who has reserved his decision in a
9 case heard by him, shall render his decision within

10 six months from the date when the hearing was closed,
11 or within such further time as the chief justice of said
12 court may grant, upon a request in writing by such
13 justice within said period, containing a full report of
14 his reasons for not having rendered his decision and
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15 for requesting an extension of time for rendering his
16 decision. An associate justice of the superior court,
17 who has reserved his decision in a case heard by him
18 without a jury, shall render his decision within three
19 months from the date when the hearing was closed, or
20 within such further time as the chief justice of said
21 court may grant, upon a request in writing by such
22 justice within said period, containing a full report of
23 his reasons for not having rendered his decision and
24 for requesting an extension of time for rendering his
25 decision. A justice or special justice of a district
26 court, other than the municipal court of the city of
27 Boston, who has reserved his decision in a case heard
28 by him, shall render his decision within thirty days, or
29 within such further time as the presiding justice of
30 the appellate division of the court in which the case
31 was heard may grant, upon a like request in writing,
32 made by such justice or special justice within said
33 period. An associate or special justice of the municipal
34 court of the city of Boston, who has reserved his deci-
-35 sion in a case heard by him, shall render such decision
36 within thirty days, or within such further time as the
37 chief justice of said court may grant, upon a like
38 request in writing, made by such associate or special
39 justice within said period.
40 A list of cases a decision or finding in which has
41 not been filed as hereinbefore required shall be con-
-42 spicuously posted by the clerk in his office, and the
43 delinquent justice shall not be permitted to sit on
44 any other case thereafter assigned for trial until he
45 has filed a decision or finding in the case in respect to
46 which he is delinquent unless he has been granted an
47 extension of time by the chief justice of the supreme
48 judicial or superior court, as the case may be, in
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49 case of a justice of such court, or by the appellate
50 division of his court, in case of a presiding, associate
51 or special justice of a district court. A justice of the
52 superior court, district court or the municipal court
53 of the city of Boston delinquent as aforesaid shall
54 not be entitled to salary or compensation covering
55 the period of his delinquency, and the clerk of the
56 court shall give prompt notice of the beginning and
57 termination of such delinquency to the state comp-
-58 troller or to the county treasurer, as the case may be.

1 Section 2. This act shall become operative on
2 September first of the current year.
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