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To accompany the petition of George W. Krapf for legislation tc
regulate the appointment and confirmation of the staff of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the militia. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act regulating the appointment and confirma-
tion OF THE STAFF OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF

THE MILITIA.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter thirty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section twenty-two, as
3 amended by chapter one hundred and ninety-two of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 22. The staff of the commander-in-chief
7 shall be appointed by him and shall consist of;
8 One adjutant general with the grade of brigadier
9 general;

10 Five aides de camp, one with the rank of lieutenant
11 colonel, two with the rank of major, and two with
12 such rank as they may hold in the organized reserves
13 of the army of the United States.
14 Eight aides de camp, to be detailed annually from
15 the commissioned officers of the Massachusetts volun-
-16 teer militia, but not to be relieved from duty with
17 their organizations while serving in that capacity.
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18 In case of war, actual or threatened, the commander-
-19 in-chief may appoint such additional staff officers
20 as the service may require, with such grade, not higher
21 than that of colonel, as he may designate, and he may
22 delegate to or confer on such staff officers such author-
-23 ity and duties as he deems proper.
24 The staff officers aforesaid, excepting the detailed
25 aides de camp, shall be commissioned and hold office
26 until their successors are qualified, but they may be
27 removed at any time by the commander-in-chief.
28 No person shall be eligible to appointment on said
29 staff unless he has served at least six years in volunteer
30 militia of the commonwealth, at least two years of
31 which shall have been as a commissioned officer, or
32 has had equivalent active service in the army or navy
33 of the United States, in the organized militia of other
34 states, or at least six years service as a commissioned
35 officer in the organized reserves of the army of the
36 United States.
37 During the absence or disability of the chief of any
38 staff corps or department, or when he is called into the
39 service of the United States, the commander-in-chief
40 may in orders designate some officer to perform his
41 duties.
42 The commander-in-chief may detail from the offi-
-43 cers of the land forces a military council which, subject
44 to his authority, shall determine the policies of the
45 land forces; and he may appoint or detail from the
46 officers of the naval forces a naval militia bureau in
47 the department of naval militia which, subject to his
48 authority, shall determine the policies of the naval
49 forces.
50 The adjutant general shall be, ex officio, a member
51 of the military council, and of the naval militia bureau
52 in the department of naval militia.


