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To accompany the petition of the Disabled American Veterans of
the World War, Department of Massachusetts, by Joseph H. Gillis,
adjutant, that the retirement laws relating to the pensions of certain
veterans be further regulated. Pensions and Municipal Finance (sit-
ting jointly).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act further regulating the retirement laws
IN RESPECT TO PENSIONS OF CERTAIN VETERANS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fifty-six of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 tenth line, the words “one half” and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: three fourths, so as to read
6 as follows: Section 56. A person who has served
7 in the army, navy or marine corps of the United States
8 in the Spanish war or Philippine insurrection between
9 April twenty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight,
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10 and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two, or in the
11 world war between April sixth, nineteen hundred and
12 seventeen, and November eleventh, nineteen hundred
13 and eighteen, and has been honorably discharged
14 from such service or released from active duty therein,
15 in sections fifty-six to sixty, inclusive, called a veteran,
16 who is in the service of the commonwealth, or of any
17 county, city, town or district thereof, shall be retired
18 with the consent of the retiring authority, if incapaci-
-19 tated for active service, at three fourths the regular
20 rate of compensation paid to him at the time of retire-
-21 ment and payable from the same source; provided,
22 that he has been in the said service at least ten years,
23 has reached the age of fifty, and has a total income
24 from all sources, exclusive of such retirement allow-
-25 ance and of any sum received from the government
26 of the United States as a pension for war service,
27 not exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-seven of said chapter
2 thirty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the fourth line, the words “one half”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: three
5 fourths, —so as to read as follows: Section 57.
6 A veteran who has been in the service of the common-
-7 wealth, or of any county, city, town or district thereof,
8 for a total period of ten years, may, upon petition to
9 the retiring authority, be retired, in the discretion of

10 said authority, from active service, at three fourths
11 the regular rate of compensation paid to him at the
12 time of retirement, and payable from the same source,
13 if he is found by said authority to have become in-
-14 capacitated for active service; provided, that he has
15 a total income, from all sources, exclusive of such
16 retirement allowance and of any sum received from
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17 the government of the United States as a pension
18 for war service, not exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Section 3. Section fifty-eight of said chapter
2 thirty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the fourth line, the words “one half”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: three
5 fourths, - so as to read as follows: Section 58.
6 A veteran who has been in the service of the common-
-7 wealth, or of any county, city, town or district, for
8 a total period of thirty years, shall, at his own request,
9 with the approval of the retiring authority, be retired

10 from active service at three fourths the regular rate
11 of compensation paid to him at the time of retirement,
12 and payable from the same source.
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