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To accompany the petition of Emma S. Tousant that medical ex-
aminers be required to notify the Department of Industrial Accidents
of deaths caused by or related to the occupation of the deceased.
Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to medical examiners notifying

THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS OF DEATH
IN CERTAIN INSTANCES.

1 Section seven of chapter thirty-eight of the General
2 Laws, Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “died” in the nineteenth
4 line the following words: and to the department
5 of industrial accidents in cases where death was
6 caused by or related to the occupation of deceased,
7 so as to read as follows: Section 7. He shall forth-
-8 with file with the district attorney for his district
9 a report of each autopsy and view and of his personal

10 inquiries, with a certificate that, in his judgment,
11 the manner and cause of death could not be ascer-
-12 tained by view and inquiry and that an autopsy was
13 necessary. The district attorney, if he concurs, shall

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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14 so certify to the commissioners of the county where
15 the same was held, or in Suffolk county to the auditor
16 of Boston. If upon such view, personal inquiry or
17 autopsy, the medical examiner is of opinion that the
18 death may have been caused by the act or negligence
19 of another, he shall at once notify the district attorney
20 and a justice of a district court or trial justice within
21 whose jurisdiction the body was found, if the place
22 where found and the place of the said act or negligence
23 are within the same county, or if the latter place is
24 unknown; otherwise, the district attorney and such
25 a justice within whose district or jurisdiction the said
26 act or negligence occurred. He shall also file with the
27 district attorney thus notified, and with the justice or
28 in his court, an attested copy of the record of the
29 autopsy made as provided in the preceding section.
30 He shall in all cases certify to the town clerk or
31 registrar in the place where the deceased died, and to
32 the department of industrial accidents in cases where
33 death was caused by or related to the occupation of
34 deceased, his name and residence, if known; otherwise
35 a description as full as may be, with the cause and
36 manner of death.


