
SENATE 287
To accompany the petition of Mary 1.. Farley, secretary, Massa-

chusetts Council of Milk Goat Breeders Associations, for legislation
to regulate the production, processing, collection, storage, transporta-
tion, importation and sale of goats’ milk. Agriculture and Public
Health (sitting jointly).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

An Act to regulate the production, processing,
COLLECTION, STORAGE, TRANSPORTATION, IMPORTATION

AND SALE OF GOATS’ MILK.

1 Whereas, Legislation now existing, dealing with
2 milk, its production, handling and sale, is specifically
3 restricted to cow milk; and
4 Whereas, The production of goat milk in this state,
5 although now small in volume, is increasing and is
6 engaged in without uniform and necessary regula-
-7 tions; and
8 Whereas, It appears that the milk goat and its
9 milk present problems different from those treated

10 in legislation covering cows and their milk; and
11 Whereas, It appears that goat milk is consumed
12 largely by persons of unsound health and by infants
13 as a substitute for human milk, and that its food
14 and medicinal uses require that goat milk should be
15 standardized and regulated by a state-wide code,
16 to the end that the industry may be developed under
17 proper supervision, avoiding conditions which might
18 tend to introduce into this type of milk producing
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19 animal, presently healthy and generally immune,
20 various types of animal diseases; and
21 Whereas, It appears advisable for the purposes
22 aforesaid to enact legislation here following for the
23 protection of the public health and for the purpose
24 of furnishing a lawful background for the guidance
25 of those interested in the development of this indus-
-26 try; therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Definitions. For the purpose of this
2 act the following definitions are set up;
3 (a) Goat Milk. Goat milk is hereby defined to
4 be the lacteal secretion obtained by the complete
5 milking of one or more healthy goats properly fed
6 and kept, excluding that obtained within fifteen days
7 before and ten days after kidding, or such longer
8 period as may be necessary to render the milk prac-
-9 tically colostrum free; which contains not less than

10 eleven and four tenths per centum of milk solids,
11 and not more than eighty-eight and six tenths per
12 centum of watery fluids, or less than three per centum
13 of milk fats.
14 (6) All reference to milk in this act shall be con-

-15 strued to mean goat milk.
16 (c) Milk Fat. Milk fat or butterfat is the fat of
17 milk.
IS id) Dairy. A goat dairy or goat farm is any place
19 or premises where four or more goats are kept, a

20 part or all of the milk from which is sold or delivered
21 to any person.
22 (e) Milk Plant. A milk plant is any place, prem-
-23 ises, or establishment where milk from more than
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24 one goat dairy is collected, handled, processed, maim-

-25 factored, stored, bottled, or prepared for distribu-
-26 tion.

1 Section 2. Registrations, Inspection and Fees.
2 (a) On and after October one, nineteen hundred and
3 thirty-nine, no person shall distribute, sell or hold
4 for sale or manufacture into cheese or powdered,
5 evaporated or condensed milk, any milk which has
6 been collected or assembled from a goat dairy or
7 dairies into any milk plant or other establishment
8 in which milk is handled, processed or stored or man-
-9 ufactured into cheese or powdered, evaporated or

10 condensed milk, which milk, or said products are
11 shipped, transported, or handled for the purpose of
12 distribution, sale or resale; and no person shall
13 distribute, sell or hold for sale any milk which for
14 any other purpose has been collected or assembled
15 from a goat dairy or dairies, within the common-
-16 wealth of Massachusetts unless such person shall
17 first have obtained a certificate of registration from
18 the director, allowing the applicant to engage in
19 such business, in the manner hereinafter set forth.
20 All such certificates of registration shall expire on
21 June thirtieth unless an earlier date is specified by
22 the director.
23 ( b) Every proprietor of a goat dairy shall apply
24 for a certificate of registration to operate the same
25 on or before June first, giving in said application
26 particulars as to livestock, buildings, equipment,
27 location and such other details as shall be requested
28 by the director on forms supplied by him. No goat
29 dairy shall be operated for the production and sale
30 of goat milk if the application for a certificate of
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31 registration is denied. An inspection of the premises,
the livestock and the equipment and general sanitary4

33 conditions shall be made by the director or his duly
34 authorized agent, and if said inspection discloses
35 compliance with the provisions of this act and other
36 applicable laws, such a certificate of registration
37 shall be issued for a term expiring on the succeeding
38 thirtieth day of June, unless otherwise terminated.

The fee for such certificate of registration, to defray39

the cost of inspection, shall be two dollars and fifty40

41 cents per year. The certificate of registration shall
42 be posted in the milk room. Renewals shall be ap-
43 plied for in the form and at a time required by the
44 director.
45 (c) The director may also issue temporary or emer-
-46 gency permits for limited periods, or for limited
47 quantities of milk or restricted to a limited area or

48 to a particular city or to a particular market or mar-
49 kets in order that a sufficient supply of milk shall
50 always be available for the inhabitants of this state.
51 ( d) The director, in addition to the inspection to
52 be made upon the application for a certificate of
53 registration or the annual renewal thereof, shall also
54 be entitled to make other inspections without prior
55 notice, and the holder of every certificate of regis-
56 tration shall permit free access by officially identi-
57 tied inspectors to the building and premises, equip-
58 ment and livestock of the registration holder, as well
59 as the certificates or other official documents issued
60 to him in connection therewith.
61 (e) For the purpose of providing funds to defray
62 the cost of inspection, as hereinafter provided for
63 in this act, the director is authorized and directed
64 to collect from each applicant for each certificate of
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65 registration for a milk plant issued under the provi-
-66 sions of this act a fee of five dollars for each milk
67 plant or other establishment in which milk is col-
-68 lected, handled, or stored, or from which it is
69 shipped, transported, or imported, for the purpose of
70 distribution, sale or resale in the commonwealth of
71 Massachusetts; provided, however, that no fee
72 shall be charged if such applicant has applied for and
73 received a permit for cow milk or cow milk products.
74 (/) The director, before he issues any certificates of
75 registration for a milk plant, as prescribed in section
76 two of this act, shall be satisfied of the following facts:
77 1. That said milk is of the standard quality re-
-78 quired by and
79 2. Is produced, handled, processed and transported
SO in accordance with the rules and regulations estab-
-81 lished by the milk regulation board, as well as the
82 statutes of Massachusetts with relation thereto.
83 3. Unapproved milk shall not be allowed to enter
84 a milk plant from which milk is distributed, sold or
85 held for sale in this state.

1 Section 3. Tags and Labels. All milk collected,
2 assembled, stored, shipped, transported or imported
3 under permit issued as aforesaid shall, until the same
4 reaches the place at which the same is prepared for
5 distribution to the consumer (if intended for con-
-6 sumption as fluid milk), or the place at which the
7 same is used in the manufacture of powdered, evapo-
-8 rated or condensed milk or cheese, have attached to
9 the container or affixed thereon, printed in legible

10 type, a tag, label or cap bearing the permit number
11 and such other identification mark as may be desig-
-12 nated by the milk regulation board of the common-
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13 wealth of Massachusetts. Any container of milk
14 offered for sale to consumers may display a symbol
15 or device certifying to the quality, purity or food
16 value of the milk contained therein. Any person
17 using such symbol or device on a container of milk
18 shall first file with the milk regulation board of the
19 commonwealth of Massachusetts a statement ac-
-20 ceptable to said board certifying to the meaning and
21 significance of such symbol or device and the mini-
-22 mum food value of such milk in terms of total solids
23 or milk fat or of milk, minerals or salts or some or all
24 of them. A distributor or seller of any container of
25 milk displaying such symbol or device shall furnish
26 on demand to any purchaser of such container a
27 copy of the statement on file with the milk regulation
28 board. The use of any such symbol or device in a
29 manner that is false or misleading shall be deemed
30 misbranding.

1 Section 4. Forms. The milk regulation board
2 is hereby authorized and directed to establish such
3 form or forms as in its judgment may be necessary
4 to ascertain the facts that said milk is of standard
5 and quality required by, and was produced, handled,
6 processed and transported in accordance with the
7 pertinent rules, regulations or statutes of this com-
-8 monwealth, and such other forms as may be neces-
-9 sary to the proper administration of this act. Such

10 forms shall be supplied by the milk regulation board.

1 Section 5. Revocation of Permit. Upon evidence
2 duly ascertained by the director or furnished to him
3 by any local board of health, or other body exer-
-4 cising the powers thereof, that the person authorized
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5 under the permit provided for by this act to engage
6 in the business of producing, collecting, assembling,
7 manufacturing, processing, shipping, transporting, or
8 importing milk for the purpose of distributing, sell-
-9 ing or reselling the same within this commonwealth,

10 is violating any of the rules, regulations or statutes
11 as hereinbefore provided governing the standard,
12 quality, production, handling, processing, sale or
13 transporting of milk, then it shall be the duty of
14 the director to give a hearing (a notice of which hear-
-15 ing the person involved shall have five days’ notice by
16 registered mail), to revoke the registration; no
17 certificate of registration shall be renewed or restored
18 until the director is satisfied that all of the provisions
19 of this act are strictly complied with; provided,
20 however, that the director, when in his judgment
21 the protection of the public health warrants may,
22 before hearing, suspend said certificate of registra-
-23 tion pending said hearing and in the event that said
24 certificate of registration is suspended, it shall be
25 unlawful for said person to engage in producing,
26 collecting, assembling, manufacturing, or processing
27 during such periods of suspension.

1 Section 6. Source Inspection. All milk, includ-
-2 ing milk used for said processing and manufacture,
3 within this commonwealth, and when intended for
4 use within this commonwealth, and all milk, including
5 milk used for such purposes produced outside hereof,
6 shall be subject to inspection and testing at its source
7 of supply, and all dairies, milk plants and transpor-
-8 tation equipment wherein such milk, or products and
9 all milk used in said products are produced, handled,

10 processed, manufactured or transported shall like-
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11 wise be subject to inspection to determine if it or
12 they meet the minimum requirements, and on and
13 after October first, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine,
14 any milk which fails to meet said requirements shall
15 not be sold, offered or exposed for sale, distributed
16 or held in possession with intent to sell or distribute
17 or for manufacturing into food for human con-
-18 sumption.

1 Section 7. Standards for Goat Milk, (a) Content:
2 Milk shall not contain less than eleven and four
3 tenths per centum of milk solids, or more than eighty-
-4 eight and six tenths per centum of watery fluids, or
5 less than three per centum of milk fat.
6 (5) Added elements forbidden: Milk shall not con-
-7 tain any water, drug, chemical, preservative, or
8 coloring matter, which has been added thereto or
9 mixed therewith.

10 (c) Specific tests; No milk shall be collected, sold,
11 processed or used in manufacture, stored, shipped,
12 transported or imported within this commonwealth
13 excepting that produced by goats which have suc-
-14 cessfully passed a Brucella test and a tuberculin test
15 within one year, made by a licensed veterinarian of
16 this commonwealth or other jurisdiction where the
17 goats are maintained, and a certificate in duplicate
18 shall be issued showing results of such tests and the
19 examination provided in paragraph (e) of this sec-
-20 tion. One copy of such certificate shall be kept by
21 the owner; the other shall be placed and kept on
22 file for a period of one year at the milk plant to which
23 the milk is delivered by the producer.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect October
2 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine.


