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To accompany the petition of Francis E. Kelly that provision be
made for clearing the docket of the Superior Court by appointment of
thirty-one temporary justices. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the clearing of the docket
OF THE SUPERIOR COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor by and with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall appoint forthwith
3 thirty-one temporary justices of the superior court
4 to serve during his pleasure, in addition to the num-
-5 ber of justices of said court provided for by the gen-
-6 eral laws. Said temporary justices, while they con-
-7 tinue in office, shall have the same powers and duties,
8 and shall receive the same salaries, as justices of the
9 superior court.

1 Section 2. The county commissioners and sher-
-2 iffs of the several counties, including the officers
3 performing the duties of county commissioners in
4 the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket, shall provide
5 accommodations for the necessary number of ses-
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6 sions of said court, with and without jury, to keep
7 all of said temporary justices busy at full time, and
8 the number of jurors necessary for that purpose
9 shall be summoned in the manner provided by law

10 so long as any of said justices remain in office.

1 Section 3. The clerks of courts in the several
2 counties, and the clerks of the superior court in the
3 county of Suffolk, shall annually report to the gov-
-4 ernor and to the chief justice of the superior court
5 on or before the first day of March in each year the
6 number of civil cases, with and without juries, and
7 the number of criminal cases disposed of in their
8 respective counties in said court and their manner
9 of disposition, particularly whether by trial or other-

-10 wise, during the year ending December thirty-first
11 preceding, and shall also report the number of each
12 of the foregoing classes of cases pending on January
13 first of the year in which the report is made.

1 Section 4. The chief justice of the superior court
2 shall annually in April report to the governor the
3 progress of business in his court, and his recommenda-
-4 tions upon the question whether the services of any
5 of said temporary justices can be dispensed with.

1 Section 5. The governor may at any time re-
-2 move any one or more of said temporary justices
3 for the reason that his or their services are no longer
4 necessary, and may, in his discretion, determine
5 which of said temporary justices shall be so removed.


