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To accompany the petition of the Association of Clerks of the
Superior and Supreme Courts of Massachusetts, by Frederick L.
Quinlan, secretary, for legislation relative to the tenure of office of
clerks of the courts. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to the tenure of office of clerks

OF THE COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfte CommontocaltJ) of asjassacinisetts

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter two hundred
2 and twenty-one of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the last sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: Subject to removal by a
6 majority of the justices under the provisions of
7 section four of chapter two hundred and eleven, and
8 to the provisions for retirement under existing laws
9 relative to retirement systems, all of said officers shall

10 hold office during good behavior, so as to read as
11 follows: Section 3. There shall be a clerk of the
12 supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, and
13 two clerks for the superior court of said county, one
14 for civil and one for criminal business; and in each of
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15 the other counties a clerk of the courts who shall act
16 as clerk of the supreme judicial court, of the superior
17 court and of the county commissioners. Subject to
18 removal by a majority of the justices under the provi-
-19 sions of section four of chapter two hundred and
20 eleven, and to the provisions for retirement under
21 existing laws relative to retirement systems, all of
22 said officers shall hold office during good behavior.

1 Section 2. Every such clerk in office upon the
2 effective date of this act shall continue to hold such
3 office during good behavior, subject to the provisions
4 of this act and other pertinent provisions of general
5 law.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


