
SENATE 462

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, March 16, 1939.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

One of the major difficulties of reducing the forest fire
hazard in the coming year is that of not being able to
enter upon private property without being guilty of
trespassing.

While we want to maintain all the rights of private
property, we must, in the interests of public safety, per-
mit public officials in the emergency caused by the recent
hurricane, in cases where they deem it necessary, to
enter upon private property for the purpose of removing
or reducing such forest fire hazard.

I attach a memo hereto that was presented to me by
the Commissioner of Conservation. It embodies his
views and I recommend that your honorable bodies give
consideration to this subject at your earliest convenience
and, if you agree, enact a bill that embodies these general
suggestions.

Time is of the essence as the work to be of value must
he carried out within’the next few weeks.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL

C!)c Commontoealtf) of sgassadbusetts

Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

An Act relative to emergency forest fire hazards.

Emergency Preamble
1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section twenty-seven a
3 new section which shall read:
4 Section 27A. The commissioner of conservation,
5 the state fire warden and his or their assistants, forest
6 wardens and their deputies and assistants may,
7 without being deemed guilty of trespass, enter upon
8 private property for the purpose of removing or
9 reducing forest fire hazards when in the opinion of

10 said commissioner such work is necessary in the
11 interests of the public safety; provided, however,
12 that the commissioner shall post in at least one con-
-13 spicuous place in each city or town where such hazard
14 exists a notice calling public attention to the fact
15 that the foregoing have been authorized to enter
16 private property for the reduction of the forest fire
17 hazard. This Act effective until April Ist 1941.

Cl)c CommontoealtJ) of egassacljusetts


