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S e n a t e ,  April 27, 1939.

The committee on Public Service, to whom was re
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 
987) of the Massachusetts County Commissioners’ and 
Sheriffs’ Association for amendment of the law relative 
to traveling expenses of certain officers of district courts, 
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 501).

For the committee,

LAURENCE CURTIS.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine H undred and Thirty-Nine.

A n  A c t  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s  o f  c e r 

t a i n  JUSTICES AND OFFICERS OF DISTRICT COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority o f the same, as follow s:

1 Sec tio n  1. Chapter two hundred and eighteen

2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section eighty-one, as appearing in the Tercen-
4 tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: —
6 Section 81. No allowance shall be made to the
7 justice, special justices, clerks, assistant clerks, court
8 officers and probation officers of a district court for
9 traveling expenses incurred by them when required

10 to hold or attend a session of such court; provided,
11 that if sessions of a district court are held in more
12 than one town in its district, the county commis-
13 sioners of the county in which such district lies shall
14 designate in which town the clerk’s main office shall
15 be established, and the justice, special justices, clerk,
16 assistant clerks, court officers and probation officers
17 shall each be allowed by the county his traveling
18 expenses necessarily incurred when required to hold
19 or attend sessions of said court at any town in its
20 district other than the town in which said main



21 office is so established, either from the town where
22 such office is established to such other town, or from
23 his place of residence within the district to such other
24 town, whichever is the shorter distance. All expenses
25 allowed under this section shall be subject to the
26 approval of said county commissioners.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Section ninety-four of chapter two
2 hundred and seventy-six of the General Laws, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
4 amended by striking out, in the thirteenth line, the
5 word “ Probation”  and inserting in place thereof the
6 words: — Subject to section eighty-one of chapter
7 two hundred and eighteen, probation, —  so as to
8 read as follows: — Section 94- The reasonable ex-
9 penses incurred by probation officers of the superior

10 court in the performance of their duties shall be ap-
11 proved and apportioned by the court, and paid by
12 the county to which they are thus apportioned.
13 Money to be used for the necessary expenses to be
14 incurred by such a probation officer in going outside
15 the commonwealth for the purpose of bringing back
16 for surrender to the court a person who is on proba-
17 tion shall be advanced by the treasurer of the county
18 in which such person was placed on probation, upon
19 presentation of a certificate signed by the probation
20 officer and approved by said court. After his return
21 such probation officer shall account for such money
22 by filing with said county treasurer itemized vouchers,
23 duly sworn to, approved by the court, setting forth
24 the necessary expenses so incurred and any unex-
25 pended balance of such money shall be paid to said
26 county treasurer. Subject to section eighty-one of
27 chapter two hundred and eighteen, probation officers



28  of district courts and the Boston juvenile court shall
29 be reimbursed by the county for their actual dis-
30 bursements for necessary expenses incurred while in
31 the performance of their duties, including their
32  reasonable traveling expenses in attending conferences
33 authorized by section ninety-nine, not exceeding
34  three hundred dollars to each in any one year, upon
35 vouchers approved by the court by which they are
36  appointed.

1 Sec tio n  3. No provision of section one or two
2 shall be construed as restricting or diminishing the
3 allowances for travel payable to any justice, special
4  justice, clerk, assistant clerk, court officer or proba-
5 tion officer of a district court in office or employment
6 in any such court on the effective date of this act.


