
SENATE 503

Senate, May 1, 1939.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 92) of
Thomas J. Lane for the appointment of a special com-
mission (including members of the General Court) to
investigate with a view to the repeal of laws found to be
obsolete; and the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 381) of Laurence Curtis that provision be made for
the continuous and gradual revision of the General Laws,
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 503).

For the committee

JOHN D. MACKAY
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to the continuous and gradual

REVISION OF THE GENERAL LAWS.

1 Chapter three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section fifty-three, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section 53. The said counsel may, from time to
6 time, submit to the general court such proposed
7 changes and corrections in the general statutes as
8 they deem necessary or advisable, including recom-
-9 mendations for the repeal of such statutory provisions

10 as have become obsolete or the reasons for the enact-
-11 ment of which have ceased to exist. If, in their
12 opinion, the necessity of enacting special bills in
13 relation to any particular subject of legislation may,
14 without detriment to the public interest, be avoided
15 in whole or in part by the enactment of general legis-
-16 lation, they shall from time to time submit to the
17 general court drafts of such changes in or additions
18 to the General Laws as will accomplish said purpose.
19 If and as directed by the committees on rules of the
20 senate and house of representatives, the said counsel
21 shall proceed to revise the General Laws, including

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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22 amendments thereof, as a whole or chapter by chap-
-23 ter or otherwise; and in the course of such a revision,
24 said counsel may recommend the omission of redun-
-25 dant enactments and those which may have ceased
26 to have any effect or influence on existing rights, the
27 rejection of superfluous words, the condensation into
28 as concise and comprehensive a form as is consistent
29 with the full and clear expression of the will of the
30 general court, all circuitous, tautological and am-
-31 biguous phraseology, the filling of omissions and the
32 correction of any mistakes, inconsistencies and im-
-33 perfections which may appear. They shall advise
34 and assist as to the form of drafts of bills submitted
35 to them in accordance with section thirty-three of
36 chapter thirty.




