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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act authorizing medical examiners to make

AUTOPSIES OF CERTAIN DEAD HUMAN BODIES UPON

WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act Mould
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency laM- , necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section six of chapter thirty-eight of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “sub-
-4 poena” in the tenth line the words: — Upon written
5 authorization of the district attorney a medical ex-
-6 aminer shall also make an autopsy as aforesaid of
7 any dead human body within his county, so as to
8 read as follows: Section 6. Medical examiners shall
9 make examination upon the view of the dead bodies

10 of only such persons as are supposed to have died by
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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11 violence. If a medical examiner has notice that there
12 is within his county the body of such a person, he
13 shall forthwith go to the place where the body lies
14 and take charge of the same; and if, on view thereof
15 and personal inquiry into the cause and manner of
16 death, he considers a further examination necessary,
17 he shall, upon written authorization of the district
18 attorney, mayor or selectmen of the district, city or
19 town where the body lies, make an autopsy in the
20 presence of two or more discreet persons, whose at-
-21 tendance he may compel by subpoena. Upon written
22 authorization of the district attorney a medical ex-
-23 aminer shall also make an autopsy as aforesaid of
24 any dead human body within his county. Before
25 making such autopsy he shall call the attention of
26 the witnesses to the appearance and position of the

/ hnH'Xr TTo oVloll -fVlon nnrnfn 11 -ir7 body. He shall then and there carefully record every
28 fact and circumstance tending to show the condition
29 of the body and the cause and manner of death, with
30 the names and addresses of said witnesses, which
31 record he shall subscribe. If a medical examiner or

Qd QQCinPIQfa ovominor oniioi Ar\r>o if T-iAnnaon12 an associate examiner considers it necessary to have
33 a physician present as a witness at an autopsy, such
34 physician shall receive a fee of five dollars. Other
35 witnesses, except officers named in section fifty of
36 chapter two hundred and sixty-two, shall be allowed
37 two dollars each. A clerk may be employed to reduce
38 to writing the results of a medical examination 1 or

9 autopsy, and shall receive two dollars a day
40 The medical examiner may, if he considers it neces-
-41 sary, employ a chemist to aid in the examination of
42 the body or of substances supposed to have caused or
43 contributed to the death, and he shall receive such
44 compensation as the examiner certifies to be just and
45 reasonable.


