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To accompany the petition of Charles F. J. Harrington, Commis-
sioner of Insurance, for legislation relative to licenses to operate
motor vehicles and certificates of registration in cases of non-payment
of contingent liability assessed on certain motor vehicle liability
insurance policyholders. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to licenses to operate motor ve-
hicles AND CERTIFICATES OF REGISTRATION IN CASES

OF NON-PAYMENT OF CONTINGENT LIABILITY ASSESSED

ON CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE

POLICYHOLDERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion eighty-five, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, the following new section:
5 Section 85A. If an assessment of contingent lia-
-6 bility under a motor vehicle liability policy or bond,
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7 both as defined in section thirty-four A of chapter
8 ninety, levied and payable under this chapter, has not
9 been paid at its due date, the directors or the re-

-10 ceiver of any mutual insurance company authorized
11 to issue such policies and bonds, may forthwith sub-
-12 unit to the registrar of motor vehicles, hereinafter
13 called the registrar, upon a form approved by him, a
14 notice of such non-payment, specifying the name
15 and address of the policyholder upon whose motor
16 vehicle liability policy or bond the assessment of
17 contingent liability was levied and the amount of
18 the assessment due. Unless it appears from the rec-
-19 ords of the registrar that the policyholder upon whose
20 policy the contingent liability has been assessed has
21 transferred his ownership in any motor vehicle here-
-22 tofore registered in his name, the registrar shall forth-
-23 with give him written notice by mail directed to his
24 last known address that the certificate of registration
25 of such motor vehicle and his license, if any, to operate
26 any such motor vehicle will be suspended at the ex-
-27 piration of thirty days from the date of mailing such
28 notice unless within said period there is filed with the
29 registrar evidence satisfactory to him that the assess-
-30 ment of contingent liability has been paid. Unless
31 such evidence is so filed with the registrar, he shall
32 forthwith suspend the certificate of registration of any
33 motor vehicle registered in the name of such policy-
-34 holder, and any license to operate a motor vehicle
35 previously issued to such policyholder. If such evi-
-36 dence is not so filed within five days after any such
37 suspension the registrar shall forthwith send notice of
38 such suspension to the company which issued or exe-
-39 cuted as surety any motor vehicle liability policy or
40 bond, both as defined in section thirty-four A of
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41 chapter ninety, covering any motor vehicle registered
42 in the name of such policyholder and thereupon such
43 policy or bond shall be cancelled by operation of law.
44 The fact that a motor vehicle is operated during any
45 such suspension of its certificate of registration shall
46 not be held to constitute such motor vehicle a tres-
-47 passer upon the highways. The registrar shall not
48 terminate any such suspension until such evidence
49 shall have been filed with him. The registrar shall
50 refuse to issue or renew a certificate of registration
51 or a license to operate motor vehicles to any person
52 whose name has been forwarded to him as aforesaid
53 until there is filed evidence satisfactory to him that
54 such assessment has been paid. The notice to the
55 policyholder provided for herein shall contain a copy
56 of this section.




