
SENATE 607

K
Senate, August 4, 1939.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the engrossed Resolve providing for an investi-
gation by the Division of Metropolitan Planning relative
to the possibilities of co-ordinating transportation facil-
ities in and around the metropolitan Boston area, and
the advisability of extending the rapid transit system in
the city of Boston from the South Station to the Readville
district of said city (see Senate, No. 523); and the Senate
Resolve establishing a special commission for the purpose
of making a further investigation relative to the opera-
tion of railroads in this Commonwealth by the New
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and
its subsidiary companies and co-ordinating the activities
of the several groups now engaged in an effort to deter-
mine what action should be taken to prevent the abandon-
ment or curtailment of service by said railroad companies
or any of them, particularly commuting passenger
service, so called (printed in House, No. 2467), report
recommending that the engrossed resolve (see Senate,
No. 523) ought to pass with amendments striking out
all after the title and inserting in place thereof the text
of Senate, No 607; and striking out the title and in-
serting in place thereof the title of said Senate, No. 607.

For the committee

VRTin'R W. HOLLIS.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

Resolve establishing a special unpaid commission
FOR THE PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATING THE POSSIBILI-

TIES OF CO-ORDINATING TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES IN

AND AROUND THE METROPOLITAN BOSTON AREA AND

THE ADVISABILITY OF EXTENDING THE RAPID TRANSIT

SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF BOSTON FROM THE SOUTH STA-

TION TO THE READVILLE DISTRICT OF SAID CITY, AND

RELATIVE TO THE RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION FACILI-

TIES WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH, WITH A VIEW OF

DETERMINING WHAT ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN TO

ASSURE CONTINUED TRANSPORTATION SERVICE FOR THE

COMMUNITIES SERVED BY CERTAIN RAILROAD LINES,
PARTICULARLY COMMUTING PASSENGER SERVICE, SO

CALLED.

PASSENGER SERVICE, SO

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 consist of one member of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, three persons to be appointed by the gover-
-6 nor, the attorney general and the chairman of the
7 commission of the department of public utilities, is
8 hereby authorized and directed to investigate the
9 subject matter of so much of the governor’s address,

10 printed as current senate document numbered one,
11 as relates to the possibilities of co-ordinating trans-
-12 portation facilities in and around the Metropolitan
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Boston area, and the subject matter of current senate
document numbered three hundred and sixty-two,
relative to the advisability of extending the rapid
transit system in the city of Boston from the South
station, along the right of way of the Providence
division of the New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad to the Readville district of said city. Said
commission shall also make a further and thorough
investigation of the operation of the lines of railroad
in this commonwealth of the New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad Company, the Old Colony
Railroad Company, the Boston and Providence Rail-
road Corporation and of the incidence of taxes and
other expenses on the costs of such operation, both
line haul and terminal, and, in general, a thorough
investigation of the subject of railroad transporta-
tion facilities within the commonwealth, with a view
to determining, among other things, what action
should be taken to assure continued transportation
service for the communities served by said lines, by
railroads, or otherwise, particularly commuting pas-
senger service, so called. Said commission shall, in
the course of its investigation, confer and co-operate
with such agencies of the commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof, and with such civic and
other associations or organizations, as may be en-
gaged in making an investigation and study of said
railroad problems for the purpose of co-ordinating the
activities of said agencies, associations and organiza-
tions in carrying out said investigations and studies.
Said commission shall also inquire into all pertinent
facts relating to plans submitted by any or all of
said railroads, if any, in connection with proposed
reorganizations of any of said railroads. The attor-

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
92

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

31
32
33
34
35
36

6!

38

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46



SENATE No. 607. [Aug. 19394

47 ney general and the chairman of the commission of
48 the department of public utilities, or either of them,
49 if he so elects, may designate an officer or employee
50 in his department to serve in his place on said com-
-51 mission. Said commission may call upon the depart-
-52 ment of public utilities and other departments, com-
-53 missions and officers of the commonwealth for such
54 information as it may desire in the course of its in-
-55 vestigation. Said commission shall be provided with
56 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall hold
57 public hearings, shall have the power to summon
58 witnesses and to require the production of books,
59 records, contracts and papers and the giving of testi-
-60 mony under oath and, subject to the approval of
61 the governor and council, may expend for expert,
62 clerical and other services and expenses a sum not
63 exceeding dollars, which sum is hereby
64 appropriated from the general fund or revenue of the
65 commonwealth. Said commission shall report to the
66 general court the results of its investigation and its
67 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis-
-68 lation necessary to carry its recommendations into
69 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house
70 of representatives as soon as may be, but in any
71 event not later than the first Wednesday of Decem-
-72 ber in the year nineteen hundred and . Said
73 commission shall, at the time of filing its report with
74 the clerk of the house of representatives as aforesaid,
75 file a copy thereof with the governor.


