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Senate, August 13, 1939.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the House Bill making certain changes in the
General Laws relative to the reports of state officials in
general and of certain state officials in particular which
have become necessary or advisable by reason of the in-
itiative amendment to the Constitution providing for bi-
ennial sessions of the general court and for a biennial
budget (printed in House, No. 2551, Appendix III), re-
port recommending that the same ought to pass, with
an amendment substituting therefor a newr draft entitled
“An Act making certain changes in the General Laws
relative to the reports of State officials which have be-
come necessary or advisable by reason of the initiative
amendment to the Constitution providing for biennial
sessions of the General Court and for a biennial budget”
(Senate, No. 618).

For the committee,

ARTHUR W. HOLLIS.

Clic CommontocaltJ) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act making certain changes in the general

LAWS RELATIVE TO THE REPORTS OF STATE OFFICIALS

WHICH HAVE BECOME NECESSARY OR ADVISABLE BY

REASON OF THE INITIATIVE AMENDMENT TO THE CON-

STITUTION PROVIDING FOR BIENNIAL SESSIONS OF THE

GENERAL COURT AND FOR A BIENNIAL BUDGET.

1 Section 1. Chapter seven of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section thirty-three,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 33. The commission shall on or before the
6 second Wednesday in January in each odd-numbered
7 year submit to the general court a printed abstract
8 of its reports for the two preceding fiscal years, ex-
-9 hibiting a full and accurate statement of the financial

10 condition and transactions of the commonwealth for
11 such years. As soon as may be after the second
12 Wednesday in January each year it shall deposit
13 with the state secretary its printed annual report in
14 detail.

1 Section 2. Chapter ten of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section eleven, as ap-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section It. He shall in each odd-numbered year
6 as soon after the prorogation of the general court as
7 is practicable and in each even-numbered year on or
8 before October first thereof, publish a statement
9 showing the assessments for interest, sinking fund

10 and maintenance requirements due from towns in the
11 metropolitan sewerage systems, north and south,
12 metropolitan parks and water districts; a statement
13 showing the several classes of debts incurred for met-
-14 ropolitan district purposes, and the share of the towns
15 in the several districts as measured by the basis used
16 in computing the assessments mentioned in the first
17 statement ; and such other statements, if any, as he
18 may deem advisable. The expense of printing shall
19 be apportioned and paid in equal parts from the
20 maintenance funds of the sewerage systems, north
21 and south, the parks system and water system.

1 Section 3. Section eleven of chapter twelve of
2 the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in lines three and four, the words
4 “amendment and the” and inserting after the word
5 “law” in the fourth line the words: and in his
6 report for a fiscal year ending in an even-numbered
7 year he shall include recommendations for amend-
-8 ments thereof, —■ and by striking out, in the fifth line,
9 the word “therein” and inserting in place thereof the

10 words “in his annual report”, so as to read as fol-
-11 lows: Section 11. He shall make an annual report
12 showing the number of cases tried, argued or con-
-13 ducted by him during the preceding fiscal year, with
14 suggestions and recommendations as to the proper and



SENATE —No. 618. \vg.4

15 economical administration of the laws and in his report
16 for a fiscal year ending in an even-numbered year shall
17 include recommendations for amendments thereof.
18 He shall include in his annual report a statement of
19 his acts under section nine, with suggestions and
20 recommendations relative thereto. He may, with the
21 approval of the governor and council, prepare and
22 publish such reports of capital trials as he deems ex-
-23 pedient for public use. One copy shall be sent to each
24 public and law library in the commonwealth, and the
25 balance may be sold, or otherwise disposed of, at the
26 discretion of the state secretary.

1 Section 4. Chapter thirty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section thirty-two,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 32. All annual reports required by law
6 to be made by state officers and departments or
7 heads thereof shall, except as otherwise expressly
8 provided, cover the preceding fiscal year, shall include
9 a complete list of all rules and regulations made or

10 promulgated by such officers, departments and heads
11 thereof and in force and effective upon the date as
12 of which such reports are made, and, except for facts
13 or information specifically required by law, shall be
14 a brief summary of the said year’s work, together
15 with recommendations for the succeeding fiscal year.
16 All such reports shall, except as otherwise expressly
17 provided, be deposited with the state secretary and by
18 him transmitted to the general court on or before the
19 third Wednesday in January.

1 Section 4A. Said chapter thirty is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section thirty-two, as
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3 amended by section one of this act, the following new
4 section:
5 Section 32A. Every rule and regulation made or
6 promulgated by such an officer, department or head
7 thereof and purportedly made under authority of law
8 and included in the annual report as required by sec-
-9 tion thirty, shall, if not inconsistent with law and not

10 rescinded or repealed by such officer or head thereof
11 prior to the convening of the regular biennial session
12 of the next general court or annulled by such general
13 court prior to the expiration of sixty days subsequent
14 to such convening, remain in full force and effect
15 until so rescinded or repealed. For the purpose of
16 this and the preceding section, any change or altera-
-17 tion in such a rule or regulation shall be considered
18 as a new rule or regulation.

1 Section 5. Said chapter thirty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-three, as so
3 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 33. State officers and departments and
6 heads thereof, except the commission on administra-
-7 tion and finance, may include in an annual report
8 made by them for a fiscal year ending in an even-
-9 numbered year recommendations or suggestions for

10 legislative action, other than requests for appropria-
-11 tions or any matters required to be covered by budget
12 estimates submitted to the budget commissioner
13 under section three or four of chapter twenty-nine.
14 Such recommendations or suggestions shall be de-
-15 posited with the state secretary on or before the first
16 Wednesday in December next after the end of such
17 fiscal year and shall be transmitted by him to the
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18 general court forthwith. They shall be accompanied
19 by drafts of bills embodying the legislation recom-

-20 mended or suggested, and such drafts of bills shall,
21 seasonably before being deposited with the state sec-
-22 retary, be submitted to the counsel to the senate or
23 counsel to the house of representatives for advice
24 and assistance as to the form thereof.

1 Section 6. Section thirty-three Aof said chapter
2 thirty, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the second line, the words “to the general
4 court”, and by striking out, in the sixth line, the
5 words “such reports” and inserting in place thereof
6 the words: any such report made for a fiscal year
7 ending in an even-numbered year, so as to read as
8 follows; Section 33A. If, in the opinion of a state
9 officer or department required to submit annual

10 reports, the necessity of enacting special bills in rela-
-11 tion to any particular subject of legislation may,
12 without detriment to the public interest, be avoided
13 in whole or in part by the enactment of general legis-
-14 lation, such officer or department shall submit from
15 time to time in any such report made for a fiscal year
16 ending in an even-numbered year recommendations
17 for such changes in or additions to the General Laws
18 as will accomplish said purpose.

1 Section 7. Chapter ninety-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section one
3 hundred, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following;
5 Section 100. The commission shall keep full, ac-
-6 curate and separate accounts of its receipts, expendi-
-7 tures, assets and liabilities for the preceding fiscal
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8 year and shall, in the month of February, submit a
9 detailed statement thereof and of its doings for the

10 calendar year next preceding, which shall be printed
11 as its annual report for the year. On or before the
12 third Wednesday in January in every odd-numbered
13 year it shall report to the general court an abstract
14 of said accounts for the two preceding fiscal years.
15 It may make recommendations for legislation which
16 it deems desirable; but section thirty-three of chapter
17 thirty shall apply to such recommendations whether
18 the same are contained in such detailed report or in
19 such abstract.

1 Section 8. Chapter one hundred and sixty-seven
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section nine, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 9. The commissioner shall annually, on or
6 before March fifteenth, make a report containing a
7 statement of the condition of every bank, including
8 banks in the hands of the commissioner, together
9 with such other information relative to the affairs of

10 the said banks as, in his opinion, the public interest
11 may require. He shall also, on or before the third
12 Wednesday in January in each odd-numbered year,
13 communicate to the general court an abstract of his
14 report for the two preceding fiscal years and such
15 suggestions as he considers expedient relative to the
16 general conduct and condition of banks.

1 Section 9. Wherever any provision of general or
2 special law in effect immediately prior to the effective
3 date of this act requires any officer, board or official
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4 of the commonwealth to make an annual report to
5 the general court such provision shall be construed
6 as requiring said report to be filed annually with
7 the state secretary.

Senate, August 11, 1939

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence

IRVING N. HAYDEN, Clerk.


